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From Pastor Faron’s computer

Often we might ask what it means to be Christian and what behavior that brings about? Well, there is a
certain amount of boldness that has been displayed in Christians in the past and when that boldness is
motivated by God rather than self it can be a powerful thing.
As pastor, I pray and watch the Holy Spirit work in and through you. I might make suggestions that are
either followed or may not be followed. However, I know that God works in and through all of this.
Therefore, when decisions are made I fall in and support them wholeheartedly. My only question to parishioners is how are your decisions led and informed by God and your faith?
This October we celebrate someone who made many decisions that we might question. These decisions led to personal unrest, community unrest, and, in many people’s opinions, threatened to destroy
the church. I am speaking of a lowly monk named Martin Luther.
The things he had questions about and challenged were not concerning ways of operation of the
church as much as the questions of faith behind said operation. How could the teachings and actions
of the church be displayed, explained, and backed-up Biblically?
This is a very important question and gives us an important guide for our actions today. As we have
shared in worship as of late, reading the scriptures and hearing the teachings of Christ are so important, but equally important is our understanding of scripture, how the Bible works perfectly together as
a whole. When we work for our congregation and our Lord we should always be led by right understanding of our faith knowing that it is our Lord who preserves us in our lives and ministry according to
his Holy will.
What Luther saw was a church corrupted by humanity that was exploiting the unfortunate for personal
gain. It was a church using teaching and doctrine to frighten people into submission. It was a church
that coerced people to contribute financially through fear. He knew the Bible and Christ never used
such tactics. So on All Hallows Eve five hundred years ago he committed a simple act of nailing ninetyfive points for discussion on the church door, knowing that the following All Saints Day would bring
many to the church and that they would see those points.
He wanted the church to truly follow Christ and had no idea what that simple act would bring.
So, we must know that even the simple acts of faith we do for Christ, in his hands are multiplied and
blessed. God will bring the faith, the growth, and the harvest in God’s time according to his Holy will if
we remain faithful and obey the teachings of our Lord.
To God alone be the Glory and Honor,
Pastor Faron

Page 2

St. John’s Journal
SEPTEMBER OCTOBER 2017

*WHO DOES WHAT*

A man and his wife were having an argument about who
SHOULD BREW THE COFFEE EACH MORNING
The wife said. “You should do it because you get up first,
and then we don’t have to wait as long to get our coffee.
The husband said, “You are in charge of cooking around here and
you should do it because that is your job, and I can just wait for
my coffee.”
Wife replies, “No, you should do it, and besides, it is in the Bible
that the man should do the coffee.”
Husband replies, “I can’t believe that, show me.”
So she fetched the Bible, and opened the New Testament and
showed him at the top of several pages that it indeed
says “HEBREWS”
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Frances Sherwood, Sherry Wertman and Teresa Bastress

Ben Snyder grandson of Betty & Carl

Lyn Reitz

Hymn Sing was well attended and with the special
music by the people named in the pictures, was
really enjoyed. Singing familiar hymns was a great
uplift to us all and very rewarding.

Jeff Kuntz

Thanks to Merle Nicholas for your hard work and
thanks to Lois and Francine for using your talents.
We had three ministers present. Rev. Faron Johnson, Rev. Justin Lingenfelter who has become pastor of United in Christ Lutheran where Pastor
Johnson was interim and the Rev. Craig Miller,
from Synod office and he passed on greetings
from the office.
Of course the day ended with the famous home
made ice cream with all the toppings.

Rev. Craig Miller

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER 2017

St. John’s Journal

Page 4

Why do some supermarkets make the sick walk all the way to the back of the store to get prescriptions
while healthy people can buy cigarettes at the front?
Why do people order double cheeseburgers, large fries, and a diet coke?
Why do banks leave vault doors open and then chain the pen’s to the counters?
Why do we leave cars worth thousands of dollars in our driveways and put out useless junk in the garage?
EVER WONDER………
Why the sun lightens our hair, but darkens our skin?
Why can’t women put on mascara with their mouth closed?
Why don’t you ever see the headline ‘Psychic Wins Lottery’?
Why is ‘abbreviated’ such a long word?
Why is it that doctors and attorneys call what they do ‘practice’?
Why is lemon juice made with artificial flavoring, and dish washing liquid made with real lemons?
Why is the man who invests all your money called a broker?
Why is the time of day with the slowest traffic called rush hour?
Why isn’t there mouse-flavored cat food?
Why didn't Noah swat those two mosquitoes?
Why do they sterilize the needle for lethal injections?
You know that indestructible black box that is used on airplanes? Why don’t they make the whole plane
out of that stuff???
Why don’t sheep shrink when it rains?
Why are they called apartments when they are all stuck together?
If flying is so safe, why do they call the airport the terminal?
Now that you’ve smiled at least once, it’s your turn to spread the stupidity and give this to
someone you want to bring a smile to (maybe even a chuckle)….in other words,
give it to everyone. We all need to smile every once in a while.
Biology gives you a brain. Life turns it into a mind! Quoted by Jeffrey
Eugenides) (Pulitzer Prize winning novelist)
(Submitted by Carol Crawford)
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THE FIRESIDE CHAT EVENING

Sarah and Sara

Weather cooperated and made a great evening for our fireside chat and hot dog roast. Plenty
of sweets were also shared, along with good fellowship and good conversation.
A total of 29 attended. All are not in the pictures, as several came later.
Our park is so pretty and well taken care of, thanks to Carl Snyder.
The park is available for all members to use, if you so desire.
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On Jeopardy the other night, the final question was, How many steps does the guard take during his walk across the Tomb of the Unknowns? -----All three missed it -This is really an awesome sight to watch if you've never had the chance Very fascinating.
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier
1. How many steps does the guard take during his
walk across the tomb of the Unknowns and why?
21 steps. It alludes to the twenty-one gun salute, which is the
highest honor given any military or foreign dignitary.
2. How long does he hesitate after his about face to begin
his return walk and why?
21 seconds for the same reason as answer number 1
3. Why are his gloves wet?
His gloves are moistened to prevent his losing his grip on the rifle.
4. Does he carry his rifle on the same shoulder all the time and if not, why not?
He carries the rifle on the shoulder away from the tomb.
After his march across the path, he executes an about face
and moves the rifle to the outside shoulder.
5. How often are the guards changed?
Guards are changed every thirty minutes, twenty-four hours a day, 365 days a year.
6. What are the physical traits of the guard limited to?
For a person to apply for guard duty at the tomb, he must be between 5' 10' and 6' 2' tall and his waist size cannot exceed 30.' Other requirements of the Guard:
They must commit 2 years of life to guard the tomb, live in a barracks under the tomb, and cannot drink any alcohol on or off duty for the rest of
their lives.
They cannot swear in public for the rest of their lives and cannot disgrace the uniform {fighting} or the tomb in any way. After two years, the
guard is given a wreath pin that is worn on their lapel signifying they served as guard of the tomb. There are only 400 presently worn.
The guard must obey these rules for the rest of their lives or give up the wreath pin.
The shoes are specially made with very thick soles to keep the heat and cold from their feet. There are metal heel plates that extend to the top
of the shoe in order to make the loud click as they come to a halt.
There are no wrinkles, folds or lint on the uniform.
Guards dress for duty in front of a full-length mirror.
The first six months of duty a guard cannot talk to anyone, nor watch TV.
All off duty time is spent studying the 175 notable people laid to rest in Arlington National Cemetery. A guard must memorize who they are and
where they are interred.
Among the notables are: President Taft, Joe E. Lewis {the boxer} and Medal of Honor winner Audie Murphy, {the most decorated soldier of
WWII} of Hollywood fame.
Every guard spends five hours a day getting his uniforms ready for guard duty.
ETERNAL REST GRANT THEM O LORD, AND LET PERPETUAL LIGHT SHINE UPON THEM.
In 2003 as Hurricane Isabelle was approaching Washington , DC , our US Senate/House took 2 days off with anticipation of the storm. On the
ABC evening news, it was reported that because of the dangers from the hurricane, the military members assigned the duty of guarding the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier were given permission to suspend the assignment.
They respectfully declined the offer, 'No way, Sir!' Soaked to the skin, marching in the pelting rain of a tropical storm, they said that guarding
the Tomb was not just an assignment, it was the highest honor that can
be afforded to a serviceperson.
The tomb has been patrolled continuously, 24/7, since 1930.

God Bless and Keep them
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08-14-2017 Update
Journal entry by Thomas Applegate — 8/14/2017

So for more than a week now we have been watching Tina's WBC climb. Today it is at 3.30
and her Neutra, ABS is also over 2. This means that she is no longer Neutrapenic. We
have been watching this cautiously because we have been afraid it would drop again but it
is climbing. Also last Friday they drew blood for Chimerism Post Transplant testing which
we expected to take a week to get results on but they gave us the results this morning.
Jason's cell's are at >95% in Tina's blood which means the engrafting is working. We still
have a long ways to go to get the other blood counts up to where they need to be but
these are all very good. We found this out this morning but wanted to wait until we told
the boys and her Mom and Dad before we posted. The prayers are working please keep
them coming. We Love you all.

The note above was copied from an entry on Caring Bridge site.
We all continue to pray and remember what Tina has been going through, along with her family.
Report Aug. 20th, Tina is able to travel back and forth for treatment at the present time.
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The time capsule was buried by Pastor Faron.
Lisa Houser, daughter of Sharon & Rick Morgan did the correct measurements
as to where the capsule was buried and a copy of that is in the safe deposit box
at First National Bank Watsontown, so if you want to find out where the capsule is, in fifty years, go to the bank box.
Ellen Messinger fell and injured her head then was in Geisinger. She was
transferred to HealthSouth and went home on the 23rd.
Max Beck is having surgery on knee as soon as he can get scheduled.
The Sesquicentennial Celebration at Watsontown was wonderful and well
planned. The Vesper service was really nice, the parade was one of a kind and
the events at the park were great. I do hope you had a chance to attend some of
the events. The sound system at the park was very good, set up by Wayne
Hughes and his family. A nice place to visit soon would be at the Watsontown
Heritage Assoc. new place they have rented to see all the history and pictures of
Watsontown, located in building left of the fountain at traffic light.
A wonderful response of people went out to eat at Wendy's Aug. 6 to help our
Youth group earn money. There were so many Lutherans there, Pastor Faron
could have had a service there.
For our Unique Mode Of Transportation service, Pastor Faron said he would be
coming by using his feet. Carl said he could use the pedal tractor that he sat on
at our last years outdoor service.
Our thoughts and prayers are with Elaine Klingler, who has moved her membership back to Saint John’s, and her family as she faces the days ahead. Our
congregation dearly loves her and her family.

Luther Gutshall was seen trimming the church shrubbery on Monday Aug. 21st,
Bet he wanted to beat the eclipse. Many thanks for your work.
Don Rickert passed away on July 28.
The congregation expresses their sympathy
to all his family.

Peace be with you
GW
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BELL CHOIR
Anyone interested in playing bells, please talk to Lois Rathmell. Rehearsals are on
Sunday evenings at 5 PM.
CARE PACKAGES
Social Ministry is collecting names and addresses of college students attending school
tis fall. To suggest a student or see the needed donations list, please visit the bulletin

OUTDOOR SERVICE
Please join us for an Outdoor Service on Sunday, SEPTEMBER 10, 2017 at 10:00 AM
(NOTE CHANGE OF SERVICE TIME.) The theme for this service will be “Unique Mode
of Transportation.” You are invited to arrive at the service using whatever “unique” transportation you wish to use. The service will follow with a time for fellowship. Hot dogs,
chips, watermelon and beverage will be provided. In case of inclement weather, the service
(same time) and fellowship will be held in the church. Any questions, please contact a
member of the Social Ministry.
AIR CONDITIONERS
As of this printing, there are several older air conditioners available that have been
removed from the parsonage. If anyone is interested , please contact Jeff Reitz
(570-337-2494)

Mitzi Kurtz was led by the Holy Spirit to take communion that has been blessed by the Pastor
or by Crystal to members of the church who do not come to worship. Having been led, the pastor and congregation celebrated her willingness to answer God in this ministry on Sunday the
20th of August where prayers were offered in thanksgiving for her ministry and she received
the Holy Anointing of her hands, which she uses in the service of Christ.

Facts that blow your mind
Did you know there are more plastic flamingos in the USA than real ones?

You can't hum while holding your nose

REMINDERS
EVERY SUNDAY- 9AM CHURCH & COMMUNION– SUNDAY SCHOOL TO FOLLOW
2017 Council Officers
Jeff Reitz, Pres., Jack Mincemoyer, Vice President, and
Mitzi Kurtz, Treas.
Also serving are
Crystal Gutshall, Lois Rathmell, Amy Rickert, and Ken Crawford

Continuing Prayer Needed
Ken Crawford, Emily Rupert, Henry Reinsburrow, Tina Applegate,
Earl Yoder, Norma Jean Herr, Diann Rupert , Nancy Yordy and
Elaine Klingler.

On deck for counting the offerings Month of
September

Audrey & Max

On deck for counting the offerings Month of
October Carl & Emmett
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
6590 Musser Lane

