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We are called to proclaim the Gospel of Christ and
that is what will be the purpose of our time together. Sometimes the way that God will work in
and through us will surprise us in the coming
years, but that is part of the joy that comes from being open to what God is doing
I noticed an example of this recently. The nativity has a
beautiful way of calling us to focus upon God’s love for
us and to what extent that God does love us. Even to the
point of sending His only Son to be born in a lowly manger as a babe.
While this nativity is something we all value and cherish,
it is also a point of holiness for we meet God in this place.
In the past a Christmas ornament of the nativity appeared
there placed by someone unknown to us, but it has been
replaced there each year since the year of its first appearing.
On the night of our Christmas Eve service, after the service had ended, a mother was seen with her
children at the nativity outside our church. There kneeling with her children she read the nativity
story from scripture and afterwards it was noticed that another ornament appeared, supposedly left
there by the children for the baby Jesus.
What an amazing story this is, God who gives His son to us
inspired the magi to give gifts to the King of Kings. And over
2000 years later that same story and the nativity that tells that
story inspires children to still bring gifts to this wondrous
babe.
This could not have happened without those faithful in the
congregation of St. John’s Lutheran church who provided this
nativity and those who faithfully set it out to celebrate our
Lord’s birth each year.
As a new year approaches I ask for you to pray for the ministries at Saint John’s and just imagine the many ways God will
use your faithful work of mission to touch the lives around
you. I thank God for you and pray that He will continually bless our mission together.
Pastor Faron
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LET EVERY DAY BE CHRISTMAS!
By Norman Wesley Brooks
Christmas if forever, not for just
one day. Loving, sharing, giving
are not to be put away like bells and
lights and tinsel, in some box upon a
shelf. The good you do for others is
good you do yourself.
Peace on Earth, good will to men,
kind thoughts and words of cheer,
are things we should use often and not
just once a year.
Remember, too, the Christ-child
grew up to be a man. To hide Him in
a cradle, is not our dear Lords’ plan.
So keep the Christmas spirit,
share it with others far and near,
from week to week and
month to month,
throughout the entire year!

A BIG thank you from
Social Ministry for
your generous food
and toy donations for
Haven Ministry.

The
beautiful
Chrismon
tree
was placed in
honor of Candy
Witmer,
given
by two loving and
caring members
of St. John’s.
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Congratulations to Amanda & Derek

The above picture is Braxton Applegate
Looking at the Manger Scene, front of
church on Christmas Eve. Dec. 24, 2014

The above picture is Braxton’s baby brother ,
Camden Ashton Applegate, born on Dec. 17,
2014, 6 lbs. 2 oz. 19 1/2 “
Son’s of Derek & Amanda Applegate
Grandparents Tina & Tom Applegate
Great Grandparents Vickie & Jack Mincemoyer

CONGRATULATIONS
Sarah Cotner, who plays the trumpet, auditioned
for and was chosen to participate in the Susquehanna Valley Band Festival. The Susquehanna Valley Band is an ensemble of the best band students from 9 local middle schools. The concert
will be held on Saturday, January 17th at 7:30 p.m.
at the Milton Area High School.
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THE BACK NINE
I FIRST STARTED READING THIS EMAIL & WAS READING FAST UNTIL I REACHED THE THIRD
SENTENCE. I STOPPED AND STARTED OVER READING SLOWER AND THINKING ABOUT EVERY
WORD. THIS EMAIL IS VERY THOUGHT PROVOKING. MAKES YOU STOP AND THINK. READ
SLOWLY
AND THEN IT IS WINTER
You know ... time has a way of moving quickly and catching you unaware of the passing years. It
seems just yesterday that I was young, just married and embarking on my new life with my mate.
Yet in a way, it seems like eons ago, and I wonder where all the years went. I know that I lived
them all. I have glimpses of how it was back then and of all my hopes and dreams.
But, here it is... the back nine of my life and it catches me by surprise...How did I get here so
fast? Where did the years go and where did my youth go?
I remember well seeing older people through the years and thinking that those older people were
years away from me and that I was only on the first hole and the back nine was so far off that I
could not fathom it or imagine fully what it would be like.
But, here it is...my friends are retired and getting gray...they move slower and I see an older person now. Some are in better and some worse shape than me...but, I see the great change...Not
like the ones that I remember who were young and vibrant...but, like me, their age is beginning to
show and we are now those older folks that we used to see and never thought we'd become.
Each day now, I find that just getting a shower is a real target for the day! And taking a nap is not
a treat anymore... it's mandatory! Cause if I don't on my own free will... I just fall asleep where I
sit!
And so...now I enter into this new season of my life unprepared for all the aches and pains and the
loss of strength and ability to go and do things that I wish I had done but never did!! But, at least
I know, that though I’m on the back nine, and I'm not sure how long it will last...this I know, that
when it's over on this earth...it's over. A new adventure will begin! Yes, I have regrets. There
are things I wish I hadn't done...things I should have done, but indeed, there are many things I'm
happy to have done. It's all in a lifetime.
So, if you're not on the back nine yet...let me remind you, that it will be here faster than you
think. So, whatever you would like to accomplish in your life please do it quickly! Don't put things
off too long!! Life goes by quickly. So, do what you can today, as you can never be sure whether
you’re on the back nine or not!
You have no promise that you will see all the seasons of your life...so, live for today and say all the
things that you want your loved ones to remember...and hope that they appreciate and love you
for all the things that you have done for them in all the years past!!
"Life" is a gift to you. The way you live your life is your gift to those who come after. Make it a
fantastic one. LIVE IT WELL! ENJOY TODAY! DO SOMETHING FUN! BE HAPPY ! HAVE A
GREAT DAY Remember "It is health that is real wealth and not pieces of gold and silver .

LIVE HAPPY IN 2015!

The best vitamin for a Christian is B1
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Marti Morehead’s father-in-law passed away early in Nov.
42 attended the congregation dinner and election of council members was held. Voted to
serve was Linda Salvatori, Emmett Reynolds, Sandy Mincemoyer and Jeff Reitz. Wish
them well.
Connie Criswell had serious corroded artery surgery Nov. 19th. Doing well.
The farmers were blessed with ideal weather to harvest their crops this season.
Saddened to hear that “Will” Leiser passed away Dec. 2, 2014, son of William and
Cheryl. Age 42.
A nice group of people went Christmas Caroling Dec. 7th.
Good turn out for the Christmas Fellowship meal, Dec. 11, delicious ham loaf served.
Ron Mincemoyer had carpel tunnel surgery on both hands.
Sarah Shambach fell over a cement block and broke her arm.
Luther Gutshall had shoulder surgery.
Installation of new council members will take place on
January 11, 2015
Please forgive me if I have not mentioned your surgery

This is what Francine’s chickens do.
She never seems to run out of eggs.

or whatever. I only write what I hear or see. You have
to help me if you want it written.
A BIG THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO DOES THINGS
AT OUR CHURCH BEHIND THE SCENES. YOU KNOW
WHO YOU ARE AND IT IS MUCH APPRECIATED.

HOPING AND PRAYING FOR OUR CHURCH TO HAVE
A GOOD YEAR IN 2015.

We had a great and well attended Christmas Eve Service.
Good music and so nice to see Mother and daughter on
Organ and piano, and Mother, daughter and son
In the bell choir.

Peace be with you. Ginny
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My Lord presents me with a blank canvas each day. I lift my brushes to reveal the mysteries
hidden beneath the woven surface. Each stroke reveals the sun and all the beautiful colors
of a life filled with appreciation. I mix upon the palette opportunities with attention so that
open doors are recognized as such when it is time to walk through them. The colors of the
faces I see all reveal God in every brilliant hue. Every brush is guided by a hand that is
greater than mine and when the work is finished I gaze at an amazingly blessed day that I
carry through the night in my dreams and rise to begin work anew.
Written by Pastor Faron
Nov. 20, 2014

THANK YOU NOTE

Pastor Johnson would like to thank everyone for a wonderful and
blessed Advent and Christmas season. He especially wishes to
thank those who sent cards and gave gifts that made his first
Christmas here so special. God bless and keep you in His grace.

As most of you know the Mincemoyer family has been opening the graves
for many years & we are most grateful for their service. Due to the
death of Rich, the grave opening will now be done by Bill Moore. The
cost of a regular opening will be $450.00 & $250.00 for a cremation with
$50.00 from each going to the Cemetery Association. There will be an
additional fee of $50.00 for a Saturday committal. The funeral director
will assist the family.

Lots are available, 2 grave $225, 4 grave $450, 8 grave $900
Cremation lots 24x24 $50.00
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SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
January and February, 2015
SUNDAY

ACOLYTE

January 4th

GREETERS

TAPE MINISTRY

USHERS

Gene & Mitzi Kurtz

Ken Crawford

Martin Anspach
Max Beck

January 11th

Sarah Cotner

January 18th

Jack & Vickie
Mincemoyer

Ginny Wertman

Jeff & Lyn Reitz

Ken Crawford

Emmett Reynolds
Carl Snyder
Emmett Reynolds
Carl Snyder

January 25th

Sarah Cotner

February 1st

February 8th

Sarah Cotner

February 15th

February 22nd

Sarah Cotner

Emmett & Virginia
Reynolds

Ginny Wertman

David & Charlotte
Roberts

Ken Crawford

Stanley & Barbara
Russell

Ginny Wertman

Gerald & Sarah
Shambach

Ken Crawford

Martin & Sharon
Anspach

Ginny Wertman

Dave Roberts
Ken Crawford
Linda Salvatori
Lowell Gay
Glenn Wertman
Gene Kurtz
Glenn Wertman
Gene Kurtz
Ralph Heater
Mike Heater

From the Church Secretary,
I am using the 2014 Committee list for the worship assistants and money counters list. It
has been brought to my attention that there are people that have always helped with activities
that are not on my list.
If there is something you normally help with and I have not included
you on the schedule, please let me know so I can ADD your name to my current list. I am sorry
if I omitted anyone, but I was attempting to use the most recent list provided when I took over
the secretarial position.
I have made some changes as requested to the money counter list so
please check the corrected version
An additional bulletin board has been added by the back door of the Social Hall in an attempt to keep everyone informed that uses that entrance of the church.
Thank you for your patience as I continue to transition into the secretarial position.

~ Amy

JAN./FEB. 2015

S t . J o h n ’s J o u rn a l

Page —-8

Look
What
Pastor
Faron
Was
Wearing
For the
Holiday
Season !

Hymn sing on Dec. 14th was well attended and all enjoyed the Christmas hymns and special guests.
Always great to see and hear Lois, Francine and Merle using their talents at the organ and piano, and
always great to hear Jeff sing and Lyn playing the flute. Enjoyed hearing special guest Don Weaver
singing, and Anthony Bishop singing, playing guitar with his mother at piano. Mother, daughter and
grandson all using their talents.
The words to “Star of the East” was given to each and as we sang that, brought a tear and many
memories. Many years ago, we had a nice Sunday School orchestra, consisting of violins, trumpets,
trombones, clarinets, saxophones, flutes, French horn and piano. Ending the Christmas Eve Service,
(which was a Children’s Program), “Star of the East” was played and the people sang. Was also
played in Sunday School. There were people who, did not like it but , most did. As I listened , my
ears were hearing the S.S. orchestra, and yes, there were others with the same comment, especially
those of us who were in the orchestra.

"Star of the East", originally named "Stern über Bethleh'm" is a popular Christmas carol written in
the 1800s.
The words were written by New York lyricist George Cooper in 1890. The music was arranged by composer Amanda Kennedy in 1883, for a song called "Star of the Sea". It is not to be confused with several similarly named carols, including an American folk carol named "Star in the East" and an English
carol titled "Star of the East" or "Brightest and Best".[1]
Judy Garland recorded the song in 1941.
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WOMEN OF THE OLD TESTAMENT
How familiar are you with the women--both commoners and queens—of the Old Testament?
Test your knowledge by taking the quiz below:
1. Which aged woman laughed when she heard angels say she would bear a child?
2. Which widow said, “I went out full, and the LORD has brought me home again empty”?
3. Who was the only female judge of Israel?
4. Which woman promised God that if she could give birth to a son, no razor would ever
touch his head?
5. Which queen was divorced by her husband because she would not display her beauty before his drunken guests?
6. Who hid two spies and then let them down over a wall to make their escape from the king
of Jericho?
7. Who stole her father’s idols and hid them under a camel’s saddle?
8. Which queen fearlessly risked her life by coming unbidden into a king’s presence in order
to her people?
9. Which woman, desperately in need of water, had her eyes opened by God and saw a well
of water?
10. Which queen was thrown from a window to her death?
Answers: 1. Sarah (Gen. 18:10-14); 2. Naomi (Ruth 1:21); 3. Deborah (Judges 4:4); 4. Hannah
(1 Sam. 1:9-11); 5. Vashti (Esther 1:10-19); 6. Rahab (Josh. 2:1-15); 7. Rachel (Gen. 31:34):
8. Esther (Esther 4:6-16); 9. Hagar (Gen. 21:14-19); 10. Jezebel (2 Kings 9:30-33)

Believe it or not, the tree on the right was made with human hair.
Crystal Gutshall and her students dyed the hair green, glued it on
a tree form, curled it, decorated it and you see the end result.
Maybe Crystal will bring to church if enough talk to her about it.
Much prettier in color.

REMINDERS
EVERY SUNDAY- 9AM CHURCH & COMMUNION– SUNDAY SCHOOL TO FOLLOW
Reminders from Social Ministry:
Project Linus resumes on Tuesday,
January 6, 2015. The NHN monthly food collection also resumes in
January. The next collection will be on Sunday, January 25, 2015.
2015 COUNCIL MEMBERS
Ralph Heater, Jack Mincemoyer, Mitzi Kurtz, Crystal Gutshall, Lori Maneval,
Dave Roberts, Carl Snyder, (newly elected) Sandy Mincemoyer, Linda Salvatori,
Jeff Reitz and Emmitt Reynolds
Please speak with any of the above at any time concerning the work and ministry of our congregation. Meetings are usually held the 4 th Tuesday of the month at 7pm. You are always
welcome to attend meetings, as almost all of what we do is open to all members. Only elected
council persons can vote though.
JANUARY
Mitzi & Gene

OFFERING COUNTERS

Kurtz

http://stjohnsriverchurch.org/
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

FEBRUARY
Carl Snyder
Emmett Reynolds
A CHRISTMAS MEDIATION!
Give us through the coming year

6590 Musser Lane

QUIETNESS of MIND,

Watsontown, PA 17777

Teach us to be PATIENT
And always to be KIND,
Give us REASSURANCE,
When everything goes wrong.
So our FAITH remains unfaltering
And our HOPE and COURAGE STRONGAnd show us that in QUIETNESS
We can fell Your Presence near
Filling us with JOY and PEACE
Throughout the coming year.

