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What an amazingly blessed year this has been! When I came here there were concerns as to what would become of this congregation. Were the best years behind us? Were we on our way out? It seemed that to many minds that a thriving congregation was based upon how many young people you have or how many people occupy the seats on a Sunday morning. I sincerely hope and pray that this wonderful year has shown you that this is not the case. A vibrant congregation begins with
people with vibrant hearts. People with a yearning to live out their Christian faith to the fullest of their abilities with help
from the Holy Spirit. And surely the Holy Spirit has responded in leading God’s faithful people of Saint John’s Delaware
Run!
In fact, let us establish a way of honoring the Holy Spirit in thanks for leading us in the way that we should go. It is extremely important to always pray for guidance. This congregation has closed meetings with the Mizpah for generations. Now let us
honor the Holy Spirit and the 200 years that we have been guided with a prayer to open all meetings. It is a very simple and
powerful prayer that acknowledges why we are here:
Leader
Come Holy Spirit!
Those gathered
Come Holy Spirit! Lead us in the way of Christ!
This simple prayer says it all. It is not our will or desires that matter in the way this church proceeds. Instead it is the will of
God that we seek in all things, in all facets of our lives and days. So that we may proclaim the love of Christ and glorify God
in all we do.
As we enter the 201st year of ministry perhaps it is a good time to reflect upon the fellowship and fun we shared:














The Anniversary Celebration Sunday with Bishop Driesen and former pastors of St. John’s
The Amazing History Room that was established with the work of Kathi Wertman and Staci Reynolds
The wonderful leadership and contributions of history material of Barbara Russell
The Hat and Dress up Sunday
Honoring the Civil War dead buried at St. John’s
Honoring the Veterans both living and buried at St. John’s
The blessings of over 200 Blankets one Sunday that were sent to those in need
The park worship services with a day to drive tractors and unusual transportation to church along with
meals
The Segregated Sunday with men and women sitting on opposite sides
The History of Saint John’s book compiled and written by Kathi Wertman
The Church keepsakes with a brief history written by Barbara Russell
The delegation attending the Synod Assembly dinner where St. John’s was recognized for 200 years of
ministry
All the preparation for these events in maintenance to the grounds and church

So yes, we have much to be thankful for and before the year is out we will be blessing the Anniversary Tree and planting our
time capsule that will speak our faith in Jesus Christ to future generations. The Holy Spirit is certainly alive and well in this
place!
Pastor Faron
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PLANTING THE SPECIAL TREE
Ralph Heater, Carl Snyder and Jeff Reitz took turns shoveling and picking
the tree hole until Jay Heater arrived with equipment to finish the hole to
plant the tree. The tree was purchased by Lyn and Jeff Reitz and was
given to the church to continue events for our 200th Anniversary.
Notice the picture with a foot by the tree; It is Ralph Heaters sneakers
packing the wet ground. Just hope he took them off before walking on
Deb’s floors.

A flowering cherry tree planted for our 200th year. On All Saints Sunday we
will have a ceremony of blessing and dedication to God and in memory of all
the saints from the past 200 years of this congregation.
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The trees twist and turn while moved by the last summer breeze. Their
movements shake the first leaves from their branches that plummet towards
the ground as the memories of hot summer days that are soon to be no more
slip from our memories. It harkens a change, and with that change the cool
fall air that is to come. Changes are things that no longer bring me fear for
just as the seasons pass with its rhythm of life so the days to come hold the
rhythm of the saints who faced all uncertainties in their lives while holding
to one promise, that God awaits us in all our tomorrows. That is enough to
bring peace to my heart.
Sept. 10, 2016 by Pastor Faron
A bench to meditate upon by the anniversary tree.

Benefits of meditation
Meditation can give you a sense
of calm, peace and balance that
benefits both your emotional
well-being and your overall
health.
And these benefits don't end
when your meditation session
ends. Meditation can help carry
you more calmly through your
day and may improve certain
medical conditions.
Meditation and emotional wellbeing
When you meditate, you clear
away the information overload
that builds up every day and
contributes to your stress.
The emotional benefits of meditation can include:


Gaining a new perspective on
stressful situations



Building skills to manage your
stress



Increasing self-awareness



Focusing on the present



Reducing negative emotions

Carl
Snyder
and
Jeff
Reitz.
The
happy
meditators

Placed Sept. 14, 2016
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Words to Live By: If you hem in both ends of your day with a prayer, it won't be so
likely to unravel in the middle.

Men and women sitting on opposite sides as in the old days of the congregation.

Hi Lord, it’s me. We are getting older and things are getting bad here.
Gas prices are too high, no jobs, food and heating costs too high.
I know some have taken you out of our schools, government, veteran's
funerals,
and even Christmas.
But Lord I'm asking you to come back and re-bless America .
We really need you! There are more of us who want you than those who
don't!
Thank You Lord, I Love you.
"Life without God is like an unsharpened pencil - it has no point."
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Project Ends!
The Jolly Helpers Class will NOT be making candy.
In 1973 the class started a bazaar & dip suppers to support the Kerstetter Family
serving in Brazil as Wycliffe Missionaries. After the suppers came to an end they
started making candy for several years. The Crawford Family was also given
support when they were serving with Wycliffe. Now they support Brian Palmer,
a Lutheran missionary in Liberia and they are planning to continue to support him
by taking an offering the last Sunday of each month starting in 2017. If you would
like to contribute you may mark your envelopes accordingly or baskets will be
placed on the window sills at the top of the stairs. The class wishes to THANK
EVERYONE that has helped support these fund raisers over 43 years.
Jolly Helpers is the only class left in Sunday School, please join us for
interesting discussions.

Words to Live By:
God put a tear in your eye so that you could see the rainbow
Hottest summer comes 200 years after coldest
Tribune Content Agency
Imagine a summer where Pennsylvania lakes ice
over and frost happens on an almost daily basis.
That’s not possible, right? It was in 1816.
While August 2016 broke one meteorological
record, becoming the hottest in State College
since 1900, that mirrors another milestone two
centuries ago.
They called it “the year with no summer.”
“The Illustrated Souvenir History of Phillipsburg,
Pennsylvania” from 1909 recalled the small Centre County community’s early days, including
1816, a year that started out cool and mild in
January and February, but grew to an icy spring
and a frosty summer that chilled the whole
Northeast.
By the time September was ushered in, ‘people
had given up all hope of again seeing the flowers
bloom or of hearing the birds sing, and began to
prepare for a hard winter,’ ”according to the
book.

It seems hard to believe, but Penn State’s awardwinning resident expert on climate change Michael
Mann said it really happened. ”(That year) was
associated with one of the largest volcanic eruptions of the past several hundred years,” he said.
It actually happened in 1815 half a world away in
Indonesia.
Submitted by Barbara Russell
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Welcoming Joe Heider to our congregation.

Betty Snyder, Sharon Morgan, Audrey Beck and Tina Cotner packing the college
Care packages. Also helping was Carl Snyder and Pastor Faron. Filled 13 boxes and
gave 4 gift cards.

Sarah Cotner
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Amy Rickert met the Queen on Sept. 14th
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Amy Rickert in Queen Mary’s Gardens

She’s made out of Lego’s !

Amy was vacationing in London with daughter Tiffany.
A wish she had since she was a little girl.

Congratulations to the new Mr. and Mrs. Joe
Heider. Married Sept. 30 2016.

Congratulations to
Vallyn Ault for being chosen Student of the
Month (Sept.) . This honor is done by the
school faculty.
Vallyn is in the Sixth Grade at Warrior Run.

The breath of God gently caresses the colorful
leaves that have slipped from their summer
coats of green to reveal the beauty that lies
within them. “Do not fear,” it says, “I am with
you.” “Let go of those things that would hold you
back and realize that I will never fail you or
abandon you.” And in a moment of faith the leaf
releases its grasp to embrace the hand of the
wind. There it gently floats towards mother
earth in a gentle flowing dance till it is laid upon
the breast of the earth with the utmost tenderness. Due to the wind’s invitations I find myself in a colorful shower that drifts magically
around me. Is this the way of God’s blessings?
Do they come softly and slowly into my life to
tenderly move me, refraining from a sudden arrival lest I should miss them? But in their gradual descent I am more attentive, more aware of
them, and cherish their every second. I am truly
blessed with you.
Pastor Faron
Oct. 15, 2016
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by Charles C. Robey

"Give to the LORD the glory he deserves! Bring your offering and come into his presence. Worship the LORD in all
his holy splendor" (I Chronicles 16:29).
"Where are those church bulletins? We can't have church without a bulletin. How will I know when to stand up and
when to kneel and pray?" exclaimed Deacon Doubtful. As Deacon Doubtful continued to express his concern, many
others also chimed in by expressing their apprehension.
Why, Sister Skeptic, who is usually rather quiet and doesn't take part in the service, stood and rather vocally
screamed, "I've heard enough! I want you to know I'm a Christian and have been a member of this church for 30
years! Why, my father even helped start this church. The bulletin has always been a part of my life!"
Before Sister Skeptic could finish, she was rudely interrupted by Deacon Backslider, who shouted rather loudly,
"Sister, you may indeed be a Christian but you certainly didn't get it here!" This contagious eruption continued into
the start of the would be service, which prompted the need for Pastor Logic to step in and explain. You see, Pastor
Logic was a soft spoken man of God but he just couldn't take it anymore.
"You see,” Pastor Logic said, “Our beloved Sister Faithful has been sick for many weeks, and she couldn't get the
bulletins printed. We'll just have to depend on our faith to carry us through this service, even as hectic as the outcome may become."
After this short declaration from Pastor Logic, things seemed to settle down and the service went on as planned.
But lo and behold, when Deacon Grateful started to pray, positive emotions suddenly overcame the entire congregation.
Certain supernatural events began happening throughout our small chapel. First of all, Deacon Grateful started his
prayer by asking the Lord, "Lord please let something happen today that would not be in the bulletin.” And, oh how
the spirit changed after Deacon Grateful prayed.
The music worship minister led the hymns like never before, accompanied by all the loyal attendees . It was just as
if our little chapel had been taken over by a band of Angels. Even Sister No Note, who had been banished from the
choir, chimed in like never before. What a glorious time of singing we had.
Next came the announcements and offering, led by Pastor Logic. I'll never forget how the Pastor stood so firmly as
he outlined the coming week’s church events. And this alone was rather unusual since he didn't even have to read
the usual upcoming agenda from the bulletin.
"Deacon Boring" became so excited; he shouted a big "Amen" to the Pastor’s announcement remarks. You would just
have to know Deacon Boring to appreciate this. You see, he was a good man but he had never gotten caught up in the
spirit of the services before. And, yes, the offering plates seemed to be filled that day as well.
Suddenly, when it came time for Pastor Logic to give his usual sermon, the chain of events continued to reverse the
customary style of our worship. Throughout our little chapel, members and visitors alike began to spontaneously
stand and give their testimonies.
One by one they stood until most had given their statement. And when the spontaneous worship was concluded, all
Pastor Logic could add was a big "Amen” and a hearty “Hallelujah".
Well, we never had a sermon that day, as we didn't need one. You see, the sermon was real as the message of God's
love was shown through expressions of the many who testified that day. Also, what was so real, no one bothered to
check their watches as the meeting concluded by everyone gathering around the old fashion alter for prayer.
As the folks begin to shift out, we all broke out singing that old time gospel song," Give Me That Old Time Religion",
to the tune of everyone clapping and hugging while exiting the chapel.
Well, as you probably guessed, our little church never was the same again. The weekly bulletins did continue. However, the format underwent a " Holy Redrafting". Now, instead of listing the order of service, the bulletins have a
listing of church opportunities for serving within the church, a listing of the church prayer needs and an outline of
the pastor's sermon with ample room for write-in notes.
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Blessing of the animals Oct. 15, 2016 by Pastor Faron
Carol Craword, Lani, Glenn Wertman, Mac, Ginny Wertman, Buddy, Sharon Schultz. Jesse and Amy Rickert. Bartley
Photo by Donny Guthrie

In case you wonder how these animals get along, before the lovely service began, maybe a little growl from Amy’s dog, Sharon’s dog very quiet, some sniffing with Carol and Glenn’s dogs,
and my Buddy felt very safe in his cage just chirping away while Pastor Faron was speaking .
We sure would like to see more pets come next year. By the way Sharon is Amy’s sister.
Emily Rupert got her wish for her 99th Birthday. She wanted to
receive Birthday Day cards, 64 so far. She also wanted friends
and family to come for cake and coffee at Rockwell Center. Her
wish was granted for that also, residents of the Center were
there plus a good number from St. John’s attended. She is looking
forward to celebrate her 100th Birthday next Oct. 18th. She
wants all to know that cards and visiting her are appreciated.

The
hay
ride
gang
Oct.
23,
2016
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We express our sympathy to John Bachman’s family on his passing. Sept. 26th . John was very active in our church for many
years.
Pastor Faron was taken by ambulance to hospital early Sunday morning Oct. 16th .
Brenda Grace had major surgery Oct. 17th . Tina Cotner one day
surgery Oct. 18th .
Elaine Klinger has been in and out of hospital several times.
Vaughan Ault is recovering from a concussion while playing football . Momma says no more football .
Ralph Stahlnecker has returned to his home for the present time .
We have had a wonderful church year. Rewarding to each of us.
Hope we can continue to have a wonderful year in 2017.
Thank you, everyone who did your part, no matter how small, in making our church beautiful in every aspect of the way.
One Thanksgiving season a family was seated around their table, looking at the annual holiday bird.
From the oldest to the youngest, they were to express their praise. When they came to the 5-year-old
in the family, he began by looking at the turkey and expressing his thanks to the turkey, saying although he had not tasted it he knew it would be good. After that rather novel expression of thanksgiving, he began with a more predictable line of credits, thanking his mother for cooking the turkey and
his father for buying the turkey. But then he went beyond that. He joined together a whole hidden
multitude of benefactors, linking them with cause and effect.
He said, "I thank you for the checker at the grocery store who checked out the turkey. I thank you
for the grocery store people who put it on the shelf. I thank you for the farmer who made it fat. I
thank you for the man who made the feed. I thank you for those who brought the turkey to the store."
Using his Columbo-like little mind, he traced the turkey all the way from its origin to his plate. And
then at the end he solemnly said "Did I leave anybody out?"
His 3-year-older brother, embarrassed by all those proceedings, said, "God."
Solemnly and without being flustered at all, the 5-year-old said, "I was about to get to him."
Well, isn't that the question about which we ought to think at Thanksgiving time? Are we really going
to get to him this
Thanksgiving?

Peace Be With
You GW
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Looking for a special gift to give this
year!
There are books and keep sakes left for you
to purchase, See Pastor Faron or Barbara.

Haven Ministry Collection will happen in the month of December.
Look for more information on the above.

Christmas Eve Service will be held (of course on Christmas Eve)
Watch for details later. Final plans are not available at this time.
An interesting ideal for you to consider.

Wishing you a Blessed Holiday Season

REMINDERS
EVERY SUNDAY- 9AM CHURCH & COMMUNION– SUNDAY SCHOOL TO FOLLOW
2016 Council Officers

Ralph Heater, president, Jeff Reitz, vice president, Linda Salvatori, secretary
and Mitzi Kurtz, church treasurer
Serving through end of 2017, Ralph Heater, Carl Snyder, Linda Salvatori, Jeff Reitz , Emmett
Reynolds, and Lori Maneval. Serving through end of 2018, Amy Rickert, Ron Long, Jim
Criswell, and Lois Rathmell.

On November 6th All Saints Sunday, we will be blessing and dedicating the
Anniversary Tree and in the near future we will be planting a time capsule.
Our Annual Congregational Meeting will take place on Sunday, Nov. 13,
2016 following church service. After our meeting , a covered dish luncheon. Council will provide the beverages and meat and members are asked
to bring a dish to share and your individual place setting.
Continuing Prayer Needed
Brenda Grace, Tina Applegate, Bonnie Little, Earl Yoder, Ken Hampe, Janet Becht, Byron
Krapf, Norma Jean Herr, Betty Valentine, Diann and Ernie Rupert,

On deck for counting the offerings Month of
November Lyn & Jeff Reitz
On deck for counting the offerings Month of
December Mitzi & Gene Kurtz
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