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When we look around us things can sometime look bleak, especially in the midst
of winter, it’s cold and windy, the trees are bare, and things seem to just be
waiting for what is to come. But if we bother to see what often seems hidden
from our sight we will witness a promise of something new. The makings of
buds within a tree, the seeds that lie dormant in the ground, these things and
more speak to that promise. And with coming of spring, new growth will sprout
and blossom all around us.
We all know these things to be true and we have seen them repeatedly
throughout our years here upon the earth. However, we might ask what happens when we apply this pattern to faith. God has been here among His people
for two hundred years. God has been faithful to walk with us through good
times and bad, through the winters of our faith. Yet God is always doing something new, showing us new things, revealing Himself all around us in new ways
each and every day.
So it would seem that since we know that God is always here, always working,
always bringing about the next thing in God’s holy will that we should never
lose heart. We should know that God has never given up on us, on our lives, on
us living in righteousness before Him. And as we grow and learn to live the love
of Christ before others and before our neighbors in greater ways we know
that God will add blessings to all we do for the Kingdom.
Something good is coming to you today, tomorrow, and in all your tomorrows.
The Lord is coming!

Peace,
Pastor Faron
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God presents us with many blessings as we worship together and we give thanks to God for
sending the Ault family to share in our journey of faith. Our congregation welcomes Julie,
Vallyn, Vaughan, and Trevor into our fellowship and family.

January 6 by Pastor Faron
I ran into God today and not in the way of simply bumping into God, but literally being immersed and
surrounded by God. In the babbling cascade of a partially frozen stream, in eyes that stare and struggle to see, in the embrace of an elderly person, in prayer with others, in the tears of a saint, in the
song of a bird perched upon the church steeple, in the blessing of baptismal water, in silent prayer, in
the preparation of a baptismal font, in the kindness of caring, in sharing the blessed sacrament of wine
and bread, in the communion of a meal, in the melodic laughter of friends, in the stillness of the river
at night, all of these places are where you met me and wrapped me in your gentle embrace. For this I
will always be thankful and rise to meet you again in my neighbors face in the days I am given.
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Look what Jeff and Divya Reitz were sitting on at the PA Farm Show?

CONGRATULATIONS SARAH CHOSEN TO PLAY IN THE SUSQ. VALLEY BAND FESTIVAL.
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THE CPR CLASS

Found this on face book.
Marti Moorhead trying on
Vintage clothing. Getting
ready for our
Anniversary maybe?

SOME STRANGE PEOPLE ATTENDED
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Max Beck was in hospital several days. Home, doing well.
Connie Criswell was in hospital several days. Recovering at home.
Ralph Stahlnecker was in hospital short time, now at Buffalo Valley Lutheran
Village.
Jim Criswell’s brother passed away Jan. 9th. Our sympathy to him and family.
The banner was hung by Carl and Pastor Faron.
Jim Crawford passed away Jan. 26th. Our sympathy to Nellie and family.
159 was served at the Jan. fellowship meal. Candy Witmer’s meal was canceled as
she was admitted to hospital that afternoon. Marlin Plymette spent several days
in the hospital. Both are home now.
Our Jan. 31st. Service had 9 among the missing due to illness, one being Lois
Rathmell, so we were fortunate to have Merle fill in. However, Merle had to leave
before our last hymn, as he was going to do the playing at the Dewart Church.
Barbra Russell suggested we sing “What A Friend We Have In Jesus”. We did
without any music. Was great.
Ash Wed. Pastor Faron was ill. Crystal did a wonderful service having little time
to prepare for it.
In the beginning of our service Feb. 14th, Pastor Faron thanked all who have
helped with extra cleaning and painting to make our church look good for our
200th Anniversary. I also want to extend my thanks to all. There are a couple
who go above and beyond the work load, and we all appreciate it. The building
is checked on every day, sometimes several times a day. Plowing of the parking
lot has been done by Scott Maneval, Ralph Heater and Carl Snyder and not a
penny charged. Thank you guys.
Our Prayer List
Ken Hampe, Janet Becht, Byron Krapt, Marie Bomboy, Norma Jean Herr, Blake
Hemric, Betty Valentine, John Dugan, Jean Crawford, Neva Long, Patricia Rickert, Diann Rupert, Ralph Stahlnecker, Emmett Reynolds, Carl Appleman, Nancy
Yordy, Emily Rupert and the Kerstetters As of this printing, Earl Yoder has
been admitted to EV hospital, and is need of prayer.

A change is being made in the Youth Room. The room is being prepared to put
things relating to the church history in it. You will be surprised as to what all has
been found and will be on display starting April 10, 2016 You are not allowed

to peak before that date.
Many thanks to Kathi Wertman for being involved in this great event. Cannot
begin to tell you the time and effort she has worked to make this a success.
Keepsakes are still available
Peace Be With You GW
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A very newsy letter from Pastor Lloyd Wilson
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HAVE YOU NOTICED THE BANNER???

HAVE YOU NOTICED THIS AND DO YOU KNOW WHERE IT IS LOCATED?

The stone marker says ST. JOHN’S DELAWARE RUN UNION CHURCH, APRIL
28, 1867. We are worshiping in a church building that is 147 years old. Many
changes have been made, but it is still old. Our new addition is 54 years old.
I remember when we had one large room for S.S. The floor had an ugly brown
covering, and there was a coal furnace in the room. When my Dad shook the
grates with a large handle, dust flew all over, then, my Mom would have to mop
the floor. To heat the upstairs, there was a large grate in the upstairs floor located in front of where Carl and Betty sit. There were no pews over the grate.
And we had outhouses at the back of the church. We also had a library in this
room. We had to lift up a door on the wall and fasten to ceiling to get these
books out of their compartments. My Mom and Dad mowed the cemetery with no
motorized mowers for a long time. Many times, my sister Jane, brother Eugene
and I were the horses that pulled the mower to mow the banks while Dad guided
the handle of the mower and pushed some too. And then came the trimming
around the stones with hand clippers. Oh the good old days.
GW
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THE FONT
I have been asked to share some of my thoughts and words about the importance of the font
in our lives as Christians for the newsletter and I happily fulfill that request now.
The things that Christ tells us to do, which we thus consider instituted by Jesus are the sacraments of our church. Those two being the Eucharist or meal and Baptism. In the great commission that we find in Matthew chapter 28 Jesus tells his disciples, “…Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age (NRSV).”
Therefore we baptize as Jesus instructed according to his command using the words that he
used and through this comes the indwelling of the Holy Spirit through which we are given salvation.
I often wonder why the church, all churches I have been associated with through my life, focus upon the birthdays of its members. Granted that the day of our birth is one of special
significance to our families, communities, and the world. However, as Christians we might ask
is there a date more important, the date of our birth into new life, our entry into the family
and body of Christ. Many of us probably do not even know that date as we were baptized as
infants. Should you wish to inquire of that date, I would be happy to search the church records we have that you may know it.
It is through baptism that we are joined to the body of Christ and thus we are called to remember out baptisms and the gift of salvation we are given. Martin Luther was said to do this
daily. At his pitcher and bowl where he would was his face each morning as he rose he was
said to have a sign there that said, “Remember your Baptism.” As he splashed the water upon
his face he would reflect upon that event in his life where God’s grace touched him so powerfully.
When I first came to St. John’s I wished to learn from you about how worship in this place
and community looked. As we journey together and we come to know each other you will find
that I ask you to consider the significance of your faith and what it means to you that you
may grow deeper into the understanding of God and your savior.
When we first begin to baptize members I found that the font would be moved temporarily
for that purpose. Then it would be put back to a place where a member said it was, “Out of
the way.” I began to meditate upon that idea, the way that Christ comes to us as “out of the
way.” What type of proclamation was that?
I put that question to the church council and spoke of how the font or our birthplace into
Christ was to always be the center and focus of our faith. In questioning this I inquired about
a place where the font would be that focus in the church while realizing the necessity of mobility and keeping the isles open for safety.
The traditional places in many churches is related to the entry of the church after leaving
the world at the door, coming through the narthex where we transition into the meeting place
of the people of God and passing the font where we are reminded how we entered this body
of Christ.
Continue page 9

Page 9

St. John’s Journal

MARCH/2016

And so it was voted upon after praying that we were led by the Spirit of God to place the font
at a prominent place that reminds us and thus forms us to always remember the grace that
God has given us in baptism. To aid us in that reminder, blessed water is kept in the font on
Sundays and services. You are welcome to dip your hands in the water as you arrive, to make
the sign of the cross or to draw the cross upon your forehead as a pastor did when you were
anointed in your baptism to keep that remembrance alive.
The Jewish understanding of remembrance involves reenacting or reliving. This is why each
year at Passover they re-live the Seder meal that they were instructed to eat by God as they
were clothed and packed to leave Egypt as God delivered them from bondage and through the
waters of the Red sea.
For that same reason, we celebrate the Eucharist of our Lord each Sunday in remembrance of
that sacred meal where Jesus said, “Do this in remembrance of me.”
Now you are invited to also, remember your Baptism, to walk wet in the grace of the Lord your
God so to speak, to wet your fingers and remember the time that this holy water was poured
upon your heads and that you were claimed by God as his child.
Grace and peace to you always,
Pastor Faron
The New Revised Standard Version (Anglicized Edition), copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division
of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States
of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

THE FONT

REMINDERS
EVERY SUNDAY- 9AM CHURCH & COMMUNION– SUNDAY SCHOOL TO FOLLOW
DATES TO REMEMBER, APRIL 10 PLAN TO LINGER LONGER THIS DAY
MAY 1, MAY 8, JUNE 19, SEPT. 11
You have or will be receiving a letter about our events.
Details will be in the next newsletter on March 20th.
2016 Council Officers

Ralph Heater, president, Jeff Reitz, vice president, Linda Salvatori, secretary and
Mitzi Kurtz, church treasurer
Serving through end of 2017, Ralph Heater, Carl Snyder, Linda Salvatori, Jeff Reitz , Emmett
Reynolds, and Lori Maneval. Serving through end of 2018, Amy Rickert, Ron Long, Jim

A new 200 year church history has been written for the anniversary. It
will include hundreds of pictures, facts and information on the church and
its members. As of this date it contains over 250 pages, with information
taken from previous church histories, the original church records from
1839 to present day, plus stories and tidbits from members of the congregation. More information on this book will be provided at a later
date. Stay tuned!!
Kathi Wertman is creating this book, spending endless hours on it.

March

OFFERING COUNTERS

Audrey and Max
Beck

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
6590 Musser Lane
Watsontown, PA 17777

April

Buddy Herr
Roxann Emick

