NOVEMBER/DECEMBER,2013

St. John’s Journal
From the Pastors desk

SEPTEMBER,OCTOBER 2016

What a wonderful year this has been for Saint John’s and the saints of God who attend this
church as we gathered together through many services and activities to celebrate 200 years
of ministry. And that celebration still continues as our ministry and service to God continues.
I have come to know many of you as you have allowed me to share in your lives. In that you
have shared your hopes and challenges that you face daily, you have confided deep things
about your personal lives and faith, and you have shared these things in hope of reconciliation
and guidance from the Lord our God.
As we move towards the beginning of another year this coming Advent I humbly ask that you
reflect upon your relationship with Christ. As with all relationships you should be able to tell
how things are going to some degree. Are you as close to God as God would have you be? Do
you know the Scripture and understand what is written? Does the Word of God dwell within
you and is God’s precious Word written upon your heart? For surely as that Word is within
your heart then your mouth, your life, your actions will reflect the truth that is Christ.
As a pastor I journey with you in faith towards the goal that awaits each of us in the coming
glory of the Lord. Yet I also, point to the foretaste of the glory of God that is yours now,
here in this place and in this life. If you do not feel that joy and glory, perhaps it is time to
become more intentional about our faith and growth in Christ.
When you plan for a trip you do many things intentionally. You decide dates. You arrange for
your mail to be picked up or held. You arrange for pets to be cared for. You make reservations
for your stay. All these and more things you do in anticipation of the coming journey intentionally. But what about being intentional about your journey of faith? How does one prepare?
Faith practices are a way that we prepare our hearts and minds to meet God daily in our journey of faith. One that many of us do is regular attendance of worship. But what more can we
do so that our minds continually dwell in the presence of God? That is where we can seek to
incorporate more faith practices into our lives. These practices include things we do daily, devotions, prayer, scripture reading, meditation, practicing the silence of God, listening for
God’s guidance in discernment, centering prayer, practicing an attitude of gratitude, journaling, giving of ourselves, humble service, practicing hospitality and encouragement of others. These are just a few things that in practice can change and shape your life as a Christian.
As the people of God we are called to serve and called to grow and should you seek more opportunities for growth you can begin now. Should you desire to know more you can speak with
me and we can journey together as we truly follow our Lord into the future God has prepared.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Faron
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B.J. Collins Elected Bishop
The Rev. Barbara Jeanne Collins, Selinsgrove, Pa., was elected June 18 to serve
a six-year term as bishop of the Upper Susquehanna Synod of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). The election was held during the Synod
Assembly June 17-18 at Weber Chapel at Upper Susquehanna University in
Selinsgrove.
Collins was elected on the fifth ballot with 133 votes to 122 votes for the Rev.
William S. Henderson, pastor of Christ’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Lewisburg, Pa.
“I’m humbled by and in awe of being given this responsibility by our Synod Assembly voting members. The Holy Spirit is definitely doing something new
here,” said Collins. “This confirms the growing sense for mission across our synod. We’re talking about renewal and about building relationships. We’re talking
about how we are blessed by God’s abundance – empowering us to be generous
in our living. I am impassioned to be able to help engage others in this vision to
be the church, to be the change, and to be in the midst of our communities
where God is calling us to be.”
Collins has served as assistant to the bishop and director for evangelical mission of the Upper Susquehanna Synod since 2013. She was pastor of a twopoint parish serving at St. John Lutheran Church in Potts Grove, Pa., and
Follmer Lutheran Church in Milton, Pa., from 2002 to 2012.
The bishop-elect earned a Bachelor of Arts from Bloomsburg University of
Pennsylvania in Bloomsburg in 1997 and a Master of Divinity from Lutheran
Theological Seminary at Gettysburg in 2001. Gettysburg is one of the ELCA’s
eight seminaries.
The Rev. Robert L. Driesen, current bishop of the Upper Susquehanna Synod,
has served as bishop since 2007 and will retire Aug. 31.
Collins will be installed as bishop Saturday Oct. 29, at Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sunbury, Pa
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Sunday July 24th at St. John’s was the place to be on a hot afternoon sitting in an air conditioned sanctuary for our hymn sing. Our talented people, Lois Rathmell, Francine Bishop,
Merle Nicholas, Jeff Kuntz and the bell choir passed the test for their efforts. Bells
played “Every Time I Feel The Spirit” and Jeff Kuntz solo, “How Lovely Are Thy Dwellings”

After church our
wonderful ice cream
maker, Carl Snyder
was out in the heat
attending the
freezers so it would
be just right to eat
after the hymn sing.
Many many thanks
Carl.

Some of the
59 people
enjoying the
delicious ice
cream.
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Sunday July 31st Worship and picnic
We had people cross the bridge.

We had people sitting in their lawn chars. We had a Sermon.

We had music and communion .

We had food to eat.

WE WERE BLESSED BEING OUTSIDE WITH GOD’S CREATIONS.
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Subject Philosophy 101
As we grow older, and hence wiser, we slowly realize that:
Whether we wear a $300 or $30 watch - they both tell the same time.
Whether we carry a $300 or $30 wallet/handbag - the amount of money inside
is the same.
Whether we drink a bottle of $300 or $30 or $3 wine - the hangover is
the same.
Whether the house we live in is 300 or 3,000 or 30,000 sq. ft. - the
loneliness is the same.
Whether we fly first or economy class, if the plane goes down - we
go down with it. If the plane reaches its destination - everyone arrives at
the same time.
And we realize our true inner happiness does not come from the material
things of this world.
Therefore, we should realize that when we have mates, buddies and
old friends, brothers and sisters, with whom we can chat, laugh, sing or
talk nonsense or about the weather or north- south-east-west or heaven and
earth -that is true happiness!
Best wise words:
1. Don't educate your children to be rich. Educate them to be happy,
so when they grow up they will know the value of things, not the price.
2. Eat your food as your medicines. Otherwise you will have to eat medicines
as your food."
3. The one who loves you will never leave you because, even if there
are 100 reasons to give up, he or she will find one reason to hold on.
4. There is a big difference between a human being and being human. Only a
few folks really understand that.
5. You are loved when you are born. You will be loved when you die. In
between, you have to manage!
6. If you just want to walk fast, walk alone; but, if you want to walk far,
walk with someone.
Six Best Doctors in the World
1. Sunlight
2. Rest
3. Exercise
4. Diet
5. Self Confidence
6. Friends
And, finally:
The nicest place to be is in someone's thoughts
The safest place to be is in someone's prayers
And the very best place to be is in the hands of God.
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Did you know that Ruth Ann Fogelman passed away Aug. 1, 2016? She was
John Bachman’s sister. You will find her picture in our church directory.
The picnic tables were painted on Aug. 13th and the merry go round repaired
and painted. Thanks to Carl Snyder and his crew. New swings were donated for
the park by Heaters and Snyder’s, and the Snyder’s donated a new grill to the
church. Much appreciate and the park looks great. THANK YOU And Thanks to
all who helped in anyway to make our church work.
Due to drainage plugged, water came in the oil tank room and made a mess for
Carl to mop up, and later Ralph moved everything out and redid the floor.
These fellows and others go well above their calling on doing extra work at our
church, so give them a big THANK YOU.

The Church, especially locally, has historically vehemently resisted change. During my research, I discovered some minutes from a church meeting back in 1908 listing reasons not to
bring a typewriter in their congregation.
Assembly Minutes
June 19, 1908
Mr. Grueber introduced the following to be discussed:
Six reasons not to introduce the typewriter into our church.
1. The paper must be put into the machine and aligned properly, tabs must be set.
This is not easy. When writing by hand, one simply begins, exactly where
you want with no restrictions.
2. With a typewriter, you have to constantly remember to capitalize and put in
punctuation. It is easy to forget, and to go back and change things is hard.
When writing by hand, such things are automatic.
3. With the typewriter, you have to have been trained to find the proper keys.
This takes time. We already know how to write.
4. With the typewriter, you are limited to the size and spacing of the type. When
writing by hand, you can use any size letters or style you want.
5. With the typewriter, centering and setting margins is [sic] not easy; when
writing, it is no problem.
6. A typewriter breaks down and costs to be fixed. Writing doesn't.

Marty Quick
July 13 at 10:02am · Columbia, SC ·
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Church Service in the park

We thank the committee
who made this work. They
were here at 7 AM making
sure all was in order for
our outdoor service and
lunch.
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This special event was great. To see you come in the unique transportation was really
neat and we all thank you for cooperating in doing this.
I think we were all proud of this day. Got gave us a beautiful day too.
60 present.
Again, the pictures are much better in color and we are hoping you will get a chance to
see them later in an evening event.
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The Lord giveth if you worketh..

Feed your faith—starve your doubts.

Financial Committee news

The annual audit of the financial documents of St. John’s, Delaware Run
was completed at the end of June. Thanks to the competent talents of
Stephanie Young and Sandy Snyder who served as auditors with the assistance of treasurer, Mitzi Kurtz, the audit was completed. Stephanie and
Sandy deserve a big thank you from the congregation for their efficient
and speedy work on the audit. The 2016 audit is available for review in
the church secretary’s office.
The investments of St. John’s, Delaware Run, have had a negative return
this year. As a result, the Finance Committee has been exploring alternative investment options. But, prior to reinvesting the certificates of deposit (CD), it would be prudent to have a policy regarding receiving gifts at St.
John’s.

Enclosed is a copy of the proposed gift giving policy for review prior to a
vote at the November congregational meeting. Please review the attachment, and if you have questions please feel free to contact Jeff Reitz,
chairperson of the Finance Committee or the Pastor.

Plan ahead. Noah didn’t build the ark in the rain.
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When I awoke this morning I asked myself, “What is life about?” I found the answer
in my room. The fan said, “Be cool.” The roof said, “Aim high.” The window said,
“See the world.” The clock said, “Every minute is precious.” The mirror said,
“Reflect before you act.” The calendar said, “Be up to date.” The door said, “Push
hard for your goals.” The floor said, “Kneel down and pray.” God whispered I will take
you to it all.

The Gospel and Epistle Sides of the Church
The great commission in the eighteenth chapter of Matthew directs us to
action, to go, to make disciples or students, to baptize, and to teach. Teaching is something that I really enjoy doing so I try to make every effort to
use the circumstances that may arise to teach.
This September eleventh we will be having another event to celebrate our
two hundred years of ministry. During our Sunday worship we will have men
and women sitting on opposite sides of the church as they did years ago when
our church literally had two entrance doors, one for men, the other for women. They were where the two windows in front of the church are now.
In deciding the place where we should sit I am fortunate to have worked on
television shows that depicted worship in the early 1900’s and in those depictions men and women sat on opposite sides. Oddly enough, this was done so
the church would not be a “courtin’ church” where men and women might be
distracted by each other rather than focusing on God and worship.
Churches were traditionally built facing the East towards the Holy city of
Jerusalem. In that way it was oriented towards the Mount of Olives and the
East gate where Christ will return. The two sides were traditionally based
upon the seat of the Bishop who would sit behind a free standing altar. The
biblical place of honor is always on the right and so the right of the Bishop
became the side that the Gospel of our Lord was read from. That side has
the pulpit or ambo where the pastor delivers the sermon. The other side the
called the Epistle side and is where the other readings are read from the
lectern.
So on our special Sunday we ask that women sit on the Gospel side, where
the pulpit is, and men on the Epistle side, where the lectern is as we celebrate and thank God for the ministry in this place and all who have worshiped
in this place before us.
Blessings,
Pastor Faron

2016 Council Officers

Ralph Heater, president, Jeff Reitz, vice president, Linda Salvatori, secretary
and Mitzi Kurtz, church treasurer
Serving through end of 2017, Ralph Heater, Carl Snyder, Linda Salvatori, Jeff Reitz , Emmett
Reynolds, and Lori Maneval. Serving through end of 2018, Amy Rickert, Ron Long, Jim
Criswell, and Lois Rathmell.

Hand bell Choir begins Sept. 12th
Remember the College Care Packages.
Remember where to sit on Sept. 11th

Remember time changes Nov. 6th.
155 at Fellowship meal.

Continuing Prayer Needed
Ethel Yeo, Gerald Shambach, Earl Yoder, Ken Hampe, Janet Becht, Byron Krapf, Norma Jean Herr,
Blake Hemric, Betty Valentine, Jean Crawford, Neva Long, Diann and Ernie Rupert, Ralph Stahlnecker,
Carl Appleman, Nancy Yordy, Donna Long, Emily Rupert, and the Kerstetters.

We are all sad by the passing of Betty Kuntz, Jeff Kuntz’s
mother. Our sympathy to him and all family members.

On deck for counting the offerings Month of September
Buddy Herr & Roxann Emick
On deck for counting the offerings Month
of October
Ralph Heater & Linda Salvatori
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
6590 Musser Lane
Watsontown, PA 17777

