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I often ponder about the greatest gift I ever received, especially when the holidays are approaching once more. After all, it is the things that we receive that causes us to give thanks
and where the premise of Thanksgiving comes. As Christians we all know that the greatest
gift is Christ alone, and through Christ we receive salvation, but salvation is truly more than
eternal life.
Salvation is also being made new, now, this day and every day of our lives. Salvation is walking away from the person I was into the new person in Christ that God is calling me to be,
and in that journey is the most sacred gift and reason to be thankful.
As we journey together into Christ we come to see things in a new way. The beauty of the
earth and all that surrounds us is more apparent than before. The beauty of living for others that they might see Christ alive in us becomes a joy instead of a feeling of obligation.
So this calls me to consider what will be the greatest thing that you give away this coming
season? For when we consider the things that truly matter in the way of Jesus, material
things become of little consequence. Perhaps it is Jesus that we should look to when asking
how we should answer this. For Jesus gave himself away for us withholding nothing, but giving all. This should be our goal. For as we live in Christ and Christ lives in us, we should want
to give Christ to others and we can do this by giving ourselves to others.
In our liturgy we often hear the words, ourselves, our time, and our possessions as being
things God has first given us. And we return these things to God with thanksgiving in response to the overwhelming abundance God has given us, all we have, all we know, and all we
experience are not possible were it not for God.
So let me encourage you to give yourself away this season, Give your time to those that you
love, your God, your church, your neighbor, your community, and your family. Because truly,
God has reshaped our understanding of family from those who are immediately related to us
to all of God’s children and creation. Spend that valuable thing called time with others being
there for them in the same way that the Father is always there for you.
And I promise you, that in this giving you will receive the greatest gift ever, for you will be
walking in the steps of Jesus Christ.
God’s peace, blessings and love to you this season. Merry Christmas!!

Pastor Faron
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Anthem Veterans Memorial Once a Year at
11:11 am the Sun Shines Perfectly on this
Memorial

41703 N. Gavilan Peak Pkwy.
Anthem, AZ 85086
The Anthem Veterans Memorial, located in Anthem Community Park in Anthem, AZ is a monument dedicated to honor the service and sacrifice of our country’s armed forces. This pillar of pride provides a place of honor and reflection for veterans, their family and friends,
and those who desire to show their respects to those service men and women who have and
continue to courageously serve our county.
Five Pillar Significance
The five pillars represent the unity of the five branches of the United States military serving steadfast together.
They are staggered in size with their appropriate military seal placements on each
pillar based upon the Department of Defense prescribed precedence.
At precisely 11:11 a.m. each Veterans Day (Nov. 11), the sun's rays pass through the
ellipses of the five Armed Services pillars to form a perfect solar spotlight over
a mosaic of The Great Seal of the United States.
Additionally, the brick pavers within the Circle of Honor are inscribed with the names of
U.S. servicemen and women, symbolizing the 'support' for the Armed Forces. The pavers
are red, the pillars are white, and the sky is blue to represent America's flag. The circle
represents an unbreakable border.
~ thanks to Ruth Doran for submitting this interesting information.
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Within 12 days and within less than 3 miles distance between them,
our neighborhood lost 3 wonderful people . Cindy Ranck Tanner
passed on Sept. 14th. She had many friends at St. John’ and attended Bible studies, helped with making candy and attended our church fellowship
meals. when she was able too. She was a Registered Nurse , loved by all. and
missing her most is best friend , Sharon Morgan. Her faith and courage to the
end was out standing . Sept. 21st, Joann Lose passed. A farmers wife and a very
kind lady who loved to help people. Sept. 25th, Clyde Smith passed. He was a well
known farmer and always had a joke to tell. Glenn and Clyde shared making
hay together for many years . Glenn and I were among the many who were at
their services and I had a 4th service , Jim Calabro who passed on Sept. 18th. He
was laid to rest in our cemetery.
Our neighborhood is sad and expresses our
sympathy to each family.

Sarah Cotner fractured her toe playing soccer in gym class., no more fall softball
for this year.
Dave Roberts spent several days in the hospital. Developed blood poisoning and is
being treated at home with the help of wife Charlotte. A long process.
Oct. 18th, Harriet Nicholas passed, she was Merle Nicholas’s sister-in-law. Merle was
very faithful visiting her at Milton Rehab. Our Sympathy to Merle and family.
The anniversary committee continues to make plans, and when you receive your new
directory, think you will be delighted with it.

There have been many things done behind
the scenes. I cannot name each one, but
for those who keep doing above and beyond, we thank you. Seems we each do
and see what has to be done to keep our
church in good standing. All of our
events take time, talent and hard work
and it is much appreciated. Thanks to
all , and thanks to Pastor Faron to have
faith in us.
Another year is coming to an end, time to wish you
A BLESSED THANKSGIVING DAY
A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND
A HAPPY NEW YEAR.
Peace be with you. Ginny
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A burglar broke into a house one night. He shined his flashlight around, looking for valuables when a voice in the dark said, ‘Jesus knows you’re here.’ He near...ly jumped out of
his skin, clicked his flashlight off, and froze. When he heard nothing more, after a bit, he
shook his head and continued. Just as he pulled the stereo out so he could disconnect the
wires, clear as a bell he heard a voice....say, ‘Jesus is watching you.’ Freaked out, he
shined his light around frantically, looking for the source of the voice. Finally, in the corner of the room, his flashlight beam came to rest on a parrot. ‘Did you say that?’ he
hissed at the parrot. ‘Yep’, the parrot confessed, then squawked, ‘I’m just trying to warn
you that he is watching you.’ The burglar relaxed. ‘Warn me, huh? Who in the world are
you?’
‘I'm Moses.’ replied the bird. ‘Moses?’ the burglar laughed. ‘What kind of people would
name a bird Moses?’
‘The same kind of people that would name their Rottweiler Jesus.’

Thanks to Lois Rathmell for submitting this.

PRAYER LIST
Dave Roberts, Jean Fleegor, John
Dugan, Jean Crawford, Neva Long, Patricia Rickert, Diann Rupert, Ralph
Stahlnecker, Emmett Reynolds, Carl
Appleman, Nancy Yordy, Donna Long,
Emily Rupert and the Kerstetters.
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The hay ride was great, weather was good and 26 attended.
Several missing on the picture, they were taking care of the
nice selection of food and drink inside. Several games were
played. Can you guess what was used to wrap up the dummies? Evening ended with Bingo and winners got prizes.
Thank you to all who helped make the family fun night and hayride a
success especially Jay and Francine for the loan of the wagon, Carl for
driving his tractor, Glenn and Rick on safety patrol, and Brian for making
the chowder. And to all those who brought food to share... thank you
AND THANK YOU TINA FOR ALL YOU DO TO MAKE IT A SUCCESS

WATCH FOR THE POSTERS! The Handcrafted Wooden Keepsake Replicas

of St. John's have arrived. They will soon
be available for $12.50.
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St. John’s Lutheran Church
Delaware Run, Springtown, Goosetown and all around
Rev. Harold A. Ahalt, Pastor
June 15, 1946
ToJohn Zarr, Robert Kurtz, Nevin Laidacker, Vera Kramer, Cleon Crawford, William Crawford, Stuart Hall, Maurice
Laidacker, Clyde Crawford, Fred Snyder, Guy Schreck, Richard Reynolds, Robert Steele, Torrence Allison,
Charles Pursel, Walter Huff, Kenneth Miller, George Ranck, Elwood Kurtz, Allen Brennan, Dora Nicholas, Frank
Fretz, John Laidacker, Clifford Schaeffer, Charles Fogelman, Myron Ryder, Robert Laidacker, Lewis Holtzinger,
Merril Aucker, Karl Steele, Ralph Schooley, Ray Newton, John Hans, Edward Billman, John Steele, George
Laidacker, and Richard Crawford.
Dear friends in the service:
I do not wish to be so formal as this sounds but rather to furnish you with a complete list of the boys who are
now in the service from the surrounding countryside. First of all, Mrs. Stahl wishes to acknowledge receipt of
letters from these boys: Alvin Laidacker, Lewis Holtzinger, Guy Schreck, Eddie Billman, Walter Huff, Benjamin
Weaver and John Steele. Some of these boys are from Watsontown, I believe. In John Steele’s letter he said
he had been looking for someone he new, particularly Richard Reynolds, but I fear he will not get to see him very
soon for this evening I saw him go riding down the road.
Some also mentioned the weather. You have been told about the unusual weather in March, April and part of
May. Well it still isn’t a pleasant topic, but still unusual. Take for instance this past week. Last Friday morning
a week ago, June 1st, we were greeted with a temperature of 34 degrees above zero and didn’t go too high above
that until two days ago when it became quite pleasant for 3 days. Incidentally it rained most of those cold
days. Now today, Sunday, June 10th, it is raining again, but not so cold. You can well imagine what a time farmers have had getting their crops in. I believe there is still some corn to plant. What is planted has only two
leaves on it……….
May 13th was observed as “Mother’s Day”. The Lutheran World Action offering which was lifted that day
amounted to $148.00, our quota was $113.00.
The following Sunday. May 20th, Ralph Maiers had the misfortune of being kicked plumb in the face by a
horse. His nose was fairly flattened and both eyes badly blackened. Considerable blood was lost and I believe
he had one transfusion. Plastic Surgery was resorted to restore his nose to its natural contour. Sounds bad,
doesn’t it? But I am glad to report he is around and looks quite natural again. Now we have two gentlemen with
artificial noses in the community, as Don Kilgus had practically the same operation when he was hurt repairing his
combine. If you ever get into an argument with these men kindly respect their noses. Ha Ha!
…….Myron Ryder, Charles Fogelman and Robert Laidacker are the most recent inductees from this community. Charley is at Fort McClellan, Al. Myron is at Camp Croft, S.C. and Bob is at Camp Robinson, Ark.
Sunday evening we called Allen Brennan. He is home on a two week furlough. By the way, he said I should tell
you he is doing alright. Allen looks good and feels good and is as cheerful as ever despite his handicap.
George Sterner and Richard Reynolds have been home on furloughs due to their ships having been hit somewhere
near Okinawa. Their ships are being repaired. After not having any word for 14 weeks from Richard Crawford,
Mr. and Mrs. Arland Crawford received a letter stating he was out of the hospital and was back with his unit
again somewhere in Germany.

Page 9

St. John’s Journal

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2015

Word has been received of a reunion of John Zarr and Guy Schreck somewhere in Germany on Sunday, June
3. The young men spent the day together. Guy was taken by his Captain to see John who was then in Cologne
and the meeting was a surprise to John. John has now been moved ten miles from Cologne to Russian territory.
Mrs. Mauser, Mrs. Kline and Mrs. Elmer Sterner are still on the sick list.
Graduation is now over along with the Baccalaureate services and Class Day exercises. Eight young people from
our church completed their studies in “high”: Ann Laidacker, Lois Zarr, Joyce Albertson, Hervey Crawford,
Mary Jane DeLaney and Jane from Watsontown. Grace Rupert and Ernestine Metzger from Montgomery……
Now God be with you and give you strength and courage to carry on is the prayer

Shorty (Lawrence U Hartranft)

Menu for
Fellowship
Meal Dec.
10th
Pork loin roast
Mashed potatoes
Gravy, stuffing
Harvard beets
Apple sauce
Cookies & Sherbet

HYMN SING
DEC. 13TH
2:00 P.M.

Thanks to Barbara Russell for this submission.

ALWAYS GOOD
MUSIC
REFRESHMENTS
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St. John’s Lutheran Church
Delaware Run, Pa
Rev. Harold A. Aholt, Pastor
September 25, 1946
Dear friends in the service
Here it is already, the month of September and the children have gone back to school on the fourth day of September. They have a day of rest after Labor Day, which was the second.
Going back to school was exciting for the children this year because they were taken to school on buses. There
has been quite a change made in going to school. Boys and girls going from first to sixth grade are taken to
Dewart. Boys and girls going from seventh to twelfth are taken to Watsontown. Johnny Zarr of our Sunday
School is one of the bus drivers.
Watsontown High is forming a football team this year for the first in fourteen years. Paul Hoffman and Eugene Hartranft have been hoping they will be chosen as a member of the main team. Their first game is scheduled to be played October fifth.
This has been a bad year for farmers and their tomato crop. The blight has struck them and made the tomato
crop an almost complete failure. We feel sorry for them and hope it is better next year. Watsontown had a
great parade on the streets several weeks ago by the workers of the Philco Corporation. The union was voted
out of the Philco and because they were beaten badly, the workers paraded all over the town shouting, holding
signs and moving along at a slow pace so everyone could see them……
Ray Newton was recently discharged from Merchant Marines, also Robert Laidacker from the Army. Lester
Deitrick has arrived safely in Japan. Paul Kilgus has arrived in Camp Stoneman, California, after spending a
short furlough home……..
With this verse from the song “Sing and Smile and Pray” I will close:

Sing and smile and pray, that’s the only way:
If you sing and smile and pray, you’ll drive the clouds away.
May God be with each and every one of you.

Your friend Jane Hartranft
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FIRST CORINTHIANS 13,
CHRISTMAS VERSION
If I decorate my house perfectly with plaid bows, strands of twinkling
lights and shiny balls, but do not show love to my family, I’m just another decorator.
If I slave away in the kitchen, baking dozens of Christmas cookies,
preparing gourmet meals and arranging a beautifully adorned table at
mealtime, but do not show love to my family, I’m just another cook.
If I work at the soup kitchen, carol in the nursing home and give all
that I have to charity, but do not show love to my family, it profits me
nothing.
If I trim the spruce with shimmering angels and crocheted snowflakes, attend a myriad of holiday parties and sing in the choir’s cantata but do not focus on Christ, I have missed the point.
Love stops the cooking to hug the child. Love sets aside the decorating to kiss the husband. Love is kind, though harried and tired. Love
doesn’t envy another’s home that has coordinated Christmas china and
table linens.
Love doesn’t yell at the kids to get out of the way, but is thankful
they are there to be in the way. Love doesn’t give only to those who
are able to give in return but rejoices in giving to those who can’t.
Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all
things. Love never fails. Video games will break, pearl necklaces will be
lost, golf clubs will rust, but giving the gift of love will endure.
Merry Christmas and lots of love to you and yours!
~ thanks to Ruth Doran for submitting this information.

REMINDERS
EVERY SUNDAY- 9AM CHURCH & COMMUNION– SUNDAY SCHOOL TO FOLLOW
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING NOV. 8TH, FOLLOWING CHURCH. LUNCHEON TO FOLOW

2015 COUNCIL MEMBERS
Ralph Heater, President, Jack Mincemoyer, Vice President . Lori Maneval,
Secretary, Mitzi Kurtz, Financial Treasurer, Crystal Gutshall, Dave Roberts, Carl Snyder,
Linda Salvatori, Jeff Reitz and Emmitt Reynolds

Please plan to attend St. John’s Christmas Eve Service
December 24, 2015
6:30 p.m. Special Music 7:00 p.m. Service
For giving a special gift this year, take a look at
The Handcrafted Wooden
Keepsake Replica
of St. John’s
available for $12.50.
See Barbara or other
Committee members.
November

Lyn & Jeff

OFFERING COUNTERS

Reitz

December

Roxann Emick
Buddy Herr

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
6590 Musser Lane
Watsontown, PA 17777

We are all a little like pumpkins. God lifts us up,
takes us in, washes all the dirt off, scoops out all
the yucky stuff, carves a smile and puts a light inside so that we can shine for all to see.

