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From the Pastors desk

With the coming of spring comes new life and it calls us to be renewed in
our own lives. I have always heard people speak of spring cleaning, a time
when we put away the things of the long winter and prepare ourselves for
the coming warm weather.
While meditating upon this I found myself looking out the window at the
church in the distance and it caused me to reflect upon the importance of
the way we look at our world. We can look at the world through the windows
that are dirty and block our view, a warped perspective that is distorted by
the filth that is upon the glass. Or we can look at the world through a window that is cleaned with care so that we may see the world clearly in all its
glory.
The same can be said of our souls. That there are windows that we see the
world and others through. If sin marks the windows it can give us a very
negative perspective of creation. We focus upon the evil and short-comings
of others and ourselves, for we lack vision that is filled with grace. Without
Christ in our life that sin remains and the world through that dirty glass
looks pretty dismal.
Yet through repentance and forgiveness Jesus gives us a new way of seeing
creation, a new way to see each other and ourselves. Instead of the brokenness, we see forgiveness. Instead of judgment, we see compassion. Instead
of hatred, we see love. Indeed, what we are now seeing, we see through the
lens of Christ and that calls us to see Jesus in each other, along with the
wonder of God in all of creation. Suddenly, we now begin to understand why
God called creation good.
What do we look like when we are seen through the eyes of Christ? Imagine
being able to see your neighbor and to understand why Jesus would suffer
and die for them. Imagine being able to see the value that God sees in all
people. Such an ability would greatly change our lives.
So, as we move into the warm days that follow this winter, let our hearts be
warmed with the love of Christ. Let us pray together that God cleans the
windows of our soul that we may rejoice in the beauty of God that surrounds us. May we always treasure the life of service and love that we have
been called to.
Pastor Faron
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Walking through a forest I came upon the largest oak tree that immediately drew my attention. “What can you tell me of time old friend?” I inquired. I imagined all the things that had
happened during its life. Its bark and limbs spoke of beautiful springs, nests of birds, and
weathered storms of the past. It had truly been a gift to so many. My eyes still serve me well
although they are somewhat more dim than before. My hands show the marks of time and
trials in the whisper of faded scars. The years are now numbered upon my face, but the thrill
that life brings is still greeted by the child within me. That innocence still sees the beauty
and wonder in all things, in the kingdom of God that is not in some distant future, but here
and now. So I left the glen where my new friend abides very thankful that we could share
this place, this time and space upon the earth together. Tomorrow is not so far away any
more and I am so truly thankful that I share this journey with you .
By Pastor Faron on his 50th Birthday

The congregation had cake and coffee after worship. They got me a
shirt and some nifty glasses that looked like something Elton John
would wear.

March 8, 2015
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SAGA OF THE TRIP TO AUSTRIA:
By F. Merle Nicholas
I drove to son Jeff's home in Wallingford (Phila. area) on Thursday, May 26th. Jan arrived from San Diego on
Friday morning. The boys repacked my luggage to be certain I had just the right items packed!!!!! We had
lunch and headed for the airport. I had a few butterflies about flying over the Atlantic; but they disappeared
as the flight progressed.
We arrived in Frankfurt, Germany on Saturday morning, having had good food service during the flight. Jan
had requested a low sodium meal for me which consisted of salmon steak, veggies, and dessert; no complaints about that.
We had a five-hour lay-over until our flight left for Vienna. We had permission to go sight seeing without the
need to go through security checks at the airport.
We walked to a city square where the Germans had photographed the interior and exterior of all the buildings
(which were badly damaged during the war) and did restorations on half the buildings, postwar. They appear
as gingerbread houses and are very attractive in a city square with a huge fountain.
We boarded our flight toward Vienna. There, we immediately boarded a train for Salzburg. Country side was
green with vegetation and fields of red poppies.
Salzburg was planned to be the farthest point of our week's trip, arriving late Saturday afternoon. We taxied to
our hotel where the concierge advised that a Mozart piano recital was scheduled for the evening. They also
suggested a good place for dinner. We took advantage of both!. After the recital, we wandered around town,
window shopping and enjoying the delight of clean streets, interesting-looking people, the impeccable appearance of the buildings, and of course, delightful weather.
The cathedrals were having special music at Mass Sunday morning. We attended two, one at 9 and another
at 11 a.m. Organ music was outstanding. Of course the mass was said in native tongue (German).
I tell everyone that I walked 700 miles!!!! Very few persons rode bicycles and most of the narrow streets were
blocked off to vehicles. Even at 10 p.m., there were lots of people walking in the streets. I'm amazed at the
cleanliness of the streets; it's like a picture.
We took a tramcar ride to the castle located atop the cliff. We toured Mozart's birthplace and went to Mirabel
gardens, as well as Mozart's childhood home.
Dinner at an Italian restaurant --- and back to the hotel.
Monday's excursion took us on a bus trip to Hitler's retreat -- The Eagles' Nest. We also visited a town of
Berchtesgaden on return trip. Again, cleanliness was very evident. Back in Salzburg, we freshet up at the
hotel and went for a five-course dinner of octopus, quail, salmon, filet of beef, and tiramisu for dessert.
Our waiter called a taxi to take us to Mirabel palace for a concert of Mozart chamber music by Twin Russian
Quartet. This was two sets of female twins playing stringed instruments. What a delightful evening. Of
course, we walked 8 blocks back to the hotel.
On Tuesday, we took a train to Methuen, the Nazi labor Camp. Horrible, horrible..
From there, we took a train to Milk to see the cathedral. About 100 steps uphill; but worth every one. Back to
Vienna and dinner at TGI Fridays!! It certainly DID NOT meet the high standards that we had enjoyed thus
far. We were exhausted and didn't want to walk any farther looking for a nice place to eat. There was a
McDonalds and Burger King close by......No Olive Gardens. We did walk to St. Stevens cathedral to hear
some organ music. We also tried to get to the organ pit to see the console; but were rejected. Back to the hotel. The streets had lots of walkers and musicians on every block.
The cathedral organists played every day at 3 p.m. and an evening recital.
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Wednesday: Sprinkled very briefly. We headed for the Hofburg Imperial Palace where we saw the china
closet, cooking ware, museum for the Empress, Royal Residence, crown jewels, and art museum. Then to
St. Paul's cathedral for an organ recital. To St. Stevens for a walking tour. Dinner at an Italian restaurant
AND TO THE THEATRE! We had tickets for the opera, Rialto. It was done in native tongue, but the acting
and vocal parts were very good. We walked blocks and blocks back to the hotel (which was originally an
emperor's residence--see photo.)_
Thursday: Boats on Danube to Bratislava for the a.m. were all reserved, so we took a train. We walked
around town, taking in the wonderful views.
Back to Vienna and to Schonbrunn Palace in the countryside. 1400 rooms on first floor. We saw quite a few!
Hotel suggested PLACHUTTA for dinner and made the reservations and called the taxi for us. This is where
Heads of State, etc dine. What a dinner of boiled beef in beef broth with vegetables and.....we passed on the
dessert so that we could get an ice cream cone and walk back to the hotel, and
enjoy the street musicians on the way. It was truly

a music week!

Friday: Back to Philadelphia and another birthday dinner! Debbie (step daughter) drove there to be with her
brothers and me. We all stayed at Jeff's home Friday night, had breakfast Saturday a.m. and went out for
lunch. We took Jan to the airport for his flight to San Diego Debbie headed back to
Milton and I enjoyed being with Jeff's on Sunday (church and dinner of lamb tips and roasted vegetables with
a filled baked apple for dessert.) Monday, back home...
What an 82nd birthday treat!
Merle
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Landan Kurtz was in and out of hospital several times.
Sandy Mincemoyer had thumb surgery.
Sharon Morgan is having hand surgery.

Prayers and concerns are for
these and all others.

Carl Appleman is home from hospital.
Robert Kerstetter passed away March 18th. Jolly Helpers supported his ministry
since 1973. Snyder’s and Kurtz’s attended his service in Lititz, PA
Emmitt Reynolds was in hospital several days.
Gladys Crawford passed away March 24th. Our sympathy to the family.
Don Rickert in ICU for several days. Doris Rickert in hospital several days.
Mrs. Gutshall in and out of hospital.
Dennis Martin passed away April 10th. Our sympathy to the family.
Jane Morrison home after several weeks in EV and Watsontown Health & Rehab.
Ralph Heater having surgery April 24th.
Ralph Stahlnecker not feeling well.
Jean Werner is in Watsontown Health and Rehab.

On March 23rd, Glenn Wertman went on a bike
tour in Washington D.C. with a guide and 3 other people. Was the highlight of his day there.
Another highlight was spending time with
grandson and his wife, Michael and Laura, who
helped plan our 2 day trip along with Kathi and
Lonny. While he was riding for 3 hours, we
were on and off subways visiting several museums. March 24th, we drove to the National
Marine Corps Museum at Quantico, Va. spending several hours there, before our 5 hour ride
home.

Peace be with you. Ginny

MAY/JUNE 2015

St. John’s Journal

Page 6

A new business was opening and one of the owner's friends wanted to send him
flowers for the occasion. They arrived at the new business site and the owner
read the card,.... "Rest in Peace."
The owner was angry and called the florist to complain. After he had told the
florist of the obvious mistake and how angry he was, the florist replied, "Sir, I'm
really sorry for the mistake, but rather than getting angry, you should imagine
this: somewhere, there is a funeral taking place today, and they have flowers
with a note saying,...
"Congratulations on your new location!'"
I'll be waiting on the porch!
On the first day, God created the dog and said, "Sit all day by the door of your house and bark at anyone
who comes in or walks past. For this, I will give you a life span of twenty years."
The dog said, "That's a long time to be barking. How about only ten years and I'll give you back the other
ten?"
And God saw that it was good.
On the second day, God created the monkey and said, "Entertain people, do tricks, and make them laugh.
For this, I'll give you a twenty-year life span."
The monkey said, "Monkey tricks for twenty years? That's a pretty long time to perform. How about I give
you back ten like the dog did?"
And God, again saw that it was good.
On the third day, God created the cow and said, "You must go into the field with the farmer all day long
and suffer under the sun, have calves and give milk to support the farmer's family. For this, I will give you a
life span of sixty years."
The cow said, "That's kind of a tough life you want me to live for sixty years. How about twenty and I'll give
back the other forty?"
And God agreed that it was good.
On the fourth day, God created humans and said, "Eat, sleep, play, marry and enjoy your life. For this, I'll
give you twenty years."
But the human said, "Only twenty years? Could you possibly give me my twenty, the forty the cow gave
back, the ten the monkey gave back and the ten the dog gave back; that makes eighty, okay? "
"Okay," said God, "You asked for it . "
So that is why for our first twenty years, we eat, sleep, play, and enjoy ourselves. For the next forty years,
we slave in the sun to support our family. For the next ten years, we do monkey tricks to entertain the
grandchildren. And for the last ten years, we sit on the front porch and bark at everyone.
Life has now been explained to you.
There is no need to thank me for this valuable information. I'm doing it as a public service. If you are looking for me, I will be on the front porch!
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Warrior Run Area Fire Company held their annual ―’Fireman’s Banquet’ at their social building. State Rep. Lynda Schlegel Culver was guest speaker, telling them the importance of the
department’s work and presented plaques to the awardees.
Officer of the Year: Doug Funk
Firefighter of the Year...: Jason Dugan and Tiffany Wertman
EMS Provider of the Year: Matt Marziale
Community Service: the members of the department
Administrative Chief's Award: Thomas Weaver and Robert Kear
Scott Harrison Award of Excellence: David Staman
Special Recognition: Dakota Harrison, Darren Brown (Jr members) and Alec Persun (special
"blooper" presentation)

The following have reached the milestone within the department of Life Member status (25
years of service): Brian Cotner, Brad Kepler, Ann Coffin and Joseph Coffin.
Special recognition for members who have 50 years or more in service to the department are
Earl Jarrett, Merideth Keiser, James Chamberlain, Joy Brown, John Balliet, Wilmer Hall, Paul
Kilgus, Daniel Aunkst, Daniel Reeder, Donald Weaver , William Moll, Marlin Plymette, John
Hefty and Ned Yocum.

CONGRATUATIONS
Michael Wertman was also Presented with the Firefighter of the Year
Award for Beltsville Vol. Fire Dept.
in Maryland, where he has been living with his wife for the last two
years. Mike is the grandson of Ginny and Glenn Wertman and son of
Kathi and Lonny Wertman.

Tiffany Wertman is
wife of Tristan Wertman , daughter of Amy
Rickert and granddaughter of Don and Doris
Rickert.

Group Picture LR: Earl Jarrett,
State. Rep. Lynda
Culver, Marlin
Plymette and Paul
Kilgus

CARNIVAL JUNE 8-13
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It was written by an 8-year-old named Danny Dutton, who lives in Chula Vista , CA . He wrote it for his third
grade homework assignment, to 'explain God.' I wonder if any of us could have done as well?
EXPLANATION OF GOD: 'One of God's main jobs is making people. He makes them to replace the ones that
die, so there will be enough people to take care of things on earth. He doesn't make grownups, just babies. I
think because they are smaller and easier to make. That way he doesn't have to take up his valuable time
teaching them to talk and walk. He can just leave that to mothers and fathers.'
'God's second most important job is listening to prayers An awful lot of this goes on, since some people, like
preachers and things, pray at times beside bedtime. God doesn't have time to listen to the radio or TV because of this. Because he hears everything, there must be a terrible lot of noise in his ears, unless he has
thought of a way to turn it off.'
'God sees everything and hears everything and is everywhere which keeps Him pretty busy. So you shouldn't
go wasting his time by going over your mom and dad's head asking for something they said you couldn't
have.'
'Atheists are people who don't believe inGod. I don't think there are any in Chula Vista . At least there aren't
any who come to our church.'
'Jesus is God's Son. He used to do all the hard work, like walking on water and performing miracles and trying
to teach the people who didn't want to learn about God. They finally got tired of him preaching to them and
they crucified him. But he was good and kind, like his father, and he told his father that they didn't know
what they were doing and to forgive them and God said O.K.' And God did not let Jesus stay in the grave, but
raised him from the dead
'His dad (God) appreciated everything that he had done and all his hard work on earth so he told him he didn't have to go out on the road anymore. He could stay in heaven. So he did. And now he helps his dad out by
listening to prayers and seeing things which are important for God to take care of and which ones he can take
care of himself without having to bother God. Like a secretary, only more important.'
'You can pray anytime you want and they are sure to help you because they got it worked out so one of them
is on duty all the time.'
'You should always go to church on Sunday because it makes God happy, and if there's anybody you want to
make happy, it's God!
Don't skip church to do something you think will be more fun like going to the beach. This is wrong. And besides the sun doesn't come out at the beach until noon anyway.'
'If you don't believe in God, besides being an atheist, you will be very lonely, because your parents can't go
everywhere with you, like to camp, but God can. It is good to know He's around you when you're scared, in
the dark or when you can't swim and you get thrown into real deep water by big kids.'
'But...you shouldn't just always think of what God can do for you. I figure God put me here and he can take
me back anytime he pleases.
And...that's why I believe in God.'
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Divya Ritz and 17 other Lock Haven University students went to Georgetown, South Carolina to assist in a
Habitat for Humanity project. Divya's crew built doorways and window casements as well as framing rooms
in a house.
The group was called Alternative Spring Break Outreach Humanity. They also met up with about twenty students from Westminster College who assisted with the project.
Notice carefully how she holds the hammer. It probably took all week to pound one nail.

The season of winter gives way to a season of streams. Water from its frozen embrace searches in every direction as a spirit would search for love, compassion and a sense of being. It kisses the ground arousing its thirst for new life. The constant flow pours out while emptying itself
of all essence. And perhaps the fulfillment it seeks is to simply be the life-giving stream it is,
to simply be.
Pastor Faron March 11, 2015
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With the coming issues of the newsletter, there will be a section dedicated to the stories of
the people who slumber in St. John’s cemetery. The stars signify a veteran’s story. Kathi
Wertman has information on our cemetery and would like to share the history. We want to
get you interested in our 2016 celebration of 200 hundred years.

St. John’s has 52 veterans buried in the cemetery. 26 are Civil War Soldiers and of those
26, 11 are from Co. D, 7th Pa Cavalry.

2-Revolutionary War
3-War of 1812
1-State Militia
1-Town Militia
1-Mexican War

Definition of MILITIA
1 a; a part of the organized armed forces of a country liable
to call only in emergency
b; a body of citizens organized for military service
2 ;the whole body of able-bodied male citizens declared by
law as being subject to call to military service

1-Korean War Veteran
1-Navy Reservist
6-WW1 Veterans (that are known, may be more)
10-WW11 Veterans (that are known, may be more)

Revolutionary War Veteran
John Lose
John Lose was born September 30, 1755 and died February 28, 1848 at the ripe old age of
92. Not a whole lot is known about John and his wife Margaret. . According to the 1876
History of Northumberland County, prior to 1816, the members of the Evangelical Lutheran congregation had held their meeting at the house of John Loos (Lose), under the charge
of Rev. Jacob Repass.
John was a soldier in the Revolution, but information concerning his service is still elusive. John and Margaret’s son, Jacob, had seven children and were the ancestors of the
Lose families still living in Delaware Township today. John and Margaret slumber in the
cemetery at St. John’s.
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Revolutionary War Veteran
Dewalt Lynn
Theobald, or ―Dewalt‖ Lynn was born April 25, 1759 in Montgomery county, Pa., the son of
Peter & Anna Margaretha Brunner Lynn. He was baptized on October 14, 1759 in the New
Goshenhoppen Reformed Church, Upper Hanover Twp., Montgomery Co., Pa. He served 6
months in a Philadelphia regiment during the Revolutionary War. He was a private in the
company commanded by Captain Bowers, of the regiment commanded by Col Haller.
Dewalt moved to Delaware Township in 1814, when he bought 2 shares of stock in the
Northumberland Union & Columbia Bank. He was receiving a pension of $20 per annum
starting on March 4, 1831.
His first wife, Elizabeth Heid died in 1835. Her burial is unknown, however, in the 1832
communion roll of St John’s ―Mrs Lynn‖ was listed. Does she reside in the cemetery without
a headstone? Dewalt and Elizabeth had seven children together. His second wife, Elizabeth Brunner (same name as his mother), was 41 years younger than he was. She was born
December 12, 1800. According to the widow’s pension claim, they were married in 1838 by
the Rev. Stoever of the ―German Church‖, meaning St. John’s.
Dewalt and Elizabeth (2) had two children together-one out of wedlock. Elias Brunner Lynn
was born in July 1840. His father was an incredible 81 years old at the time! Although it
may stretch the imagination, it is a proven fact that Elias was his son-Dewalt and Elizabeth
are listed as his parents on his death certificate. Elias, like 11 Civil War soldiers buried at
St. John’s, was in Co D, 7th Pa Cavalry. Elias died 1911 and is buried at Watsontown.
Dewalt died December 15, 1847 and was interred at St. John’s without a tombstone. In
1895 his daughter Susan wrote to the Secretary of the Interior in Washington DC explaining the fact that her father was buried without the benefit of a tombstone and that he was
a veteran of the war. However at the time she did not know the dates of his birth and stated he died in 1846. She requested that someone check his file for his birth date, regiment
and company name so she could put it on his stone. Even though she stated in the letter he
died in 1846, his tombstone reads 1847. It was erected almost 50 years after his death
and marks the final resting place of Dewalt Lynn in the cemetery at St. John’s.

REMINDERS
EVERY SUNDAY- 9AM CHURCH & COMMUNION– SUNDAY SCHOOL TO FOLLOW
Pick up a copy of the Worship Assistants List for May & June on the window sill in Narthex

DELAWARE RUN CEMETERY ASSC. MEETING MONDAY, MAY 4TH 7:00

Spending quiet time with God will bring quiet rest.
2015 COUNCIL MEMBERS
Ralph Heater, President, Jack Mincemoyer, Vice President . Lori Maneval,
Secretary, Mitzi Kurtz, Financial Treasurer, Crystal Gutshall,
Dave Roberts, Carl Snyder, Sandy Mincemoyer, Linda Salvatori,
Jeff Reitz and Emmitt Reynolds

Please speak with any of the above at any time concerning the work and ministry of our congregation. Meetings are usually held the 4th Tuesday of the month at 7pm. You are always
welcome to attend meetings, as almost all of what we do is open to all members. Only elected
council persons can vote though.
May

OFFERING COUNTERS

Linda Salvatori
Ralph Heater

http://stjohnsriverchurch.org
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
6590 Musser Lane
Watsontown, PA 17777

June
Audrey and
Max Beck
JUNE 14, FLAG DAY DISPLAY YOUR FLAG

