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The warmth of Summer has finally come and with it the lush green grass and
leaves. Everywhere around us life is renewed and people are busy about their
work. So often we might think of these things as normal or the status quo of
life, but as pastor I am here to point you towards the greater reality that is
God at work in and through us.One of my favorite hymns is, “Great is Thy Faithfulness.” A
hymn that speaks of the faithfulness of the
Lord our God. And the line you see from that
hymn speaks of the new mercies that we see
every morning. Yet, I sometimes ask myself if
we do indeed see all the gifts that we are
given or if we simply say that this is the way
things are?
The gift of life, the renewal of all things
around us points to the renewal of our souls,
our hearts and our minds in the newness that
is Jesus Christ. And in that truth we walk in
the grace of the Lord with continual thanksgiving in our hearts, thanks for creation, thanks for our neighbors, both far and
near, and thanks for how God is changing our hearts to point toward love of all
of these gifts.
If there were anything that I could give you it would be Christ, it would be the
love that comes from walking with him daily and recognizing the gifts of God
that constantly surround you. And in the realization that comes from this truth
brings with it abundant joy and peace.
May your days this summer be filled with those gifts from God, the joy and
peace of Christ be with you.
Pastor Faron
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Hat Sunday

A little fun before the service.
Looks like Lois
was trying to put
a hat on Pastor
Faron

I really
liked hat
Sunday on
Mother’s
Day. How
about you?
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Honoring the Civil War Veterans
in our cemetery . The Sons of
Union Veterans of the Civil War is
a fraternal organization dedicated
to preserving the history and legacy of veteran heroes who fought
and worked to save the Union in
the American Civil War. Organized
in 1881 and chartered by Congress
in 1954, the SUVCW is the legal
heir and successor to the Grand
Army of the Republic.

Many thanks to Kathi for the initial arranging of both Veteran programs.
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A wealthy man and his son loved to collect rare works of art. They had everything in their collection, from Picasso to Raphael. They would often sit together and admire the great works of art. When the Vietnam conflict
broke out, the son went to war. He was very courageous and died in battle while rescuing another soldier. The
father was notified and grieved deeply for his only son.
About a month later, just before Christmas, There was a knock at the door. A young man stood at the door with a
large package in his hands. He said, 'Sir, you don't know me, but I am the soldier for whom your son gave his
life. He saved many lives that day, and he was carrying me to safety when a bullet struck him in the heart and he
died instantly... He often talked about you, and your love for art. The young man held out this package. 'I know
this isn't much. I'm not really a great artist, but I think your son would have wanted you to have this.
The father opened the package. It was a portrait of his son, painted by the young man. He stared in awe at the
way the soldier had captured the personality of his son in the painting. The father was so drawn to the eyes that
his own eyes welled up with tears. He thanked the young man and offered to pay him for the picture. “Oh, no sir,
I could never repay what your son did for me. It's a gift.”
The father hung the portrait over his mantle. Every time visitors came to his home he took them to see the portrait of his son before he showed them any of the other great works he had collected. The man died a few
months later. There was to be a great auction of his paintings. Many influential people gathered, excited over
seeing the great paintings and having an opportunity to purchase one for their collection.
On the platform sat the painting of the son. The auctioneer pounded his gavel. “We will start the bidding with
this picture of the son. Who will bid for this picture? “ There was silence...
Then a voice in the back of the room shouted, “We want to see the famous paintings. Skip this one.” But the
auctioneer persisted , “'Will somebody bid for this painting? Who will start the bidding? $100, $200..”
Another voice angrily. “We didn't come to see this painting. We came to see the Van Gogh's, the Rembrandts.
Get on with the Real bids!” But still the auctioneer continued. “'The son! The son! Who'll take the son?”
Finally, a voice came from the very back of the room. It was the longtime gardener of the man and his son. “I'll
give $10 for the painting...” Being a poor man, it was all he could afford.
“We have $10, who will bid $20?” “Give it to him for $10. Let's see the masters.”
The crowd was becoming angry. They didn't want the picture of the son. They wanted the more worthy investments for their collections. The auctioneer pounded the gavel..”'Going once, twice, SOLD for $10!”
A man sitting on the second row shouted, “Now let's get on with the collection!” The auctioneer laid down his
gavel. “I'm sorry, the auction is over.”
'What about the paintings?' The crowd yelled.
“I am sorry. When I was called to conduct this auction, I was told of a secret stipulation in the will... I was not
allowed to reveal that stipulation until this time. Only the painting of the son would be auctioned. Whoever
bought that painting would inherit the entire estate, including the paintings. The man who took the son gets everything!”
God gave His son over 2,000 years ago to die on the Cross. Much like the auctioneer, His message today is: “'The
Son, the Son, who'll take the Son?”
Because, you see, whoever takes the Son gets everything!
FOR GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD HE GAVE HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON, WHO SO EVER BELIEVETH, SHALL
HAVE ETERNAL LIFE...THAT'S LOVE

Submitted by Ruth Doran
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When I was about eight or nine, my mom burnt some toast.

One night that stood out in my mind is when she had made dinner for
us after a very long and rough day at work, She placed a plate of jam
and extremely burned toast in front of my dad. Not slightly burnt but
completely blackened toast.
I was just waiting to see if anyone noticed the burnt toast and would
say anything. But Dad just ate his t...oast and asked me if I did my
homework and how my day was. I don’t remember what I told him that
night, but I do remember hearing my mom apologizing to dad for burning the toast. And I’ll never forget what he said:
“Sweetie, I love burned toast.”
Later that night, I went to tell my dad good night and ask him if he
really liked his toast burned. He put his arm on my shoulder and said
“Your momma put in a very long day at work today and she was very
tired. And besides, A burnt toast never hurts anyone but you know
what does? Harsh words!”
Then he continued to say “You know, life is full of imperfect things
and imperfect people I’m not the best at hardly anything, and I forget
birthdays and anniversaries just like every other human. What I’ve
learned over the years, is that learning to accept each others faults
and choosing to celebrate each others differences, is one of the most
important keys for creating a healthy, growing, and lasting relationship. Life is too short to wake up with regrets. Love the people who
treat you right and have compassion for the ones who don’t.”
Enjoy Life Now and Praise God!
Taken from a site called God fruit.
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I lay beneath a starry sky that flies above my head and reflect upon the reasons I fought, the reasons I am
dead. There is kindness, faith, and liberty that all who live might be free, to dominate or oppress was never
a reason for me. The stripes I bore in hopes of peace are still evidently shown upon a flag above where I
rest beneath this solemn stone. Was it worth the price I paid is a question you very well may ask, but what
will you do with the freedom won and will you be sure it lasts? It’s the only answer I can give for it is no
longer up to me. But the torch is now passed to you that all people may be free. ~ Memorial Day 2016
Pastor Faron
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Here they were
Our Project Linus project
completed today with the
Blessing of the Blankets
during church services.
201 blankets were completed and will be distributed to seriously ill, traumatized, or otherwise in
need children in the Central Susquehanna Valley.
The blankets were delivered to the main drop-off
site at Faith Lutheran
Church, Lewisburg. Thank
you for all your support
of this project... "A Project Linus Blanket is A Big
Hug When You Need One
Most"
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HONORING ALL VETERANS JUNE 18TH
Thanks to John Beck for arranging the details.

A great tribute was done for all our military people

Thanks to those that participated in the activities
here today: Watsontown American Legion Post 323
Buddy Herr, Muncy VFW, Scout Troop 610 of Watsontown

A star on
a ribbon
was given
to each
veteran attending the
service.
Made by
Ruth
Doran.

Thanks for
all who
wore their
uniforms.
Mitzi and Gene
Gene Kurtz, Carl Snyder, Don Rickert, Buddy Herr, Pastor Faron

Aren’t they neat?
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The Delaware Run Cemetery Association held their annual meeting in May. The officers remain the
same, Barbara Russell, President, Doris Bomboy, Secetary, F. Merle Nicholas, Treasurer. Board members are Fred Bomboy, Luther Gutshall, Betty Snyder, Ginny & Glenn Wertman, Alta Mae Aunkst
Whitmoyer. Lots are available including 24X24 plots in the Cremation Garden.
The Association would appreciate out of season artificial flowers be removed at the proper time.
Jerry Shambach had major surgery in
May. We were glad to see him return to
church services.
June 17th at the Synod Assembly Dinner, our church was recognized for our
200th Anniversary. Attending was
Audrey & Max Beck, Lois Rathmell, Barbara Russell and Ginny Wertman, delegates Betty & Carl Snyder and Pastor Faron. Thank you church council for footing the bill for our enjoyment.

I don’t have the proper words to express how I feel about what St. John’s
has been doing to celebrate our Anniversary. April 10th was exciting,
May 8th, Mother’s Day and Hat Day.
I think there were more smiles and
laughs that day then we have ever
seen. Fun to see just about every lady with a HAT on. May 1 and June
19th honoring our military people
was heart warming.
Now I know there are a lot of black
and white pictures in this issue, but
stay tuned, if time permits, we may
have a movie night to end our celebration showing pictures in color.
Thanks to Kathi if we can get this
together.
GW

SERVICE & PICNIC IN THE PARK– MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR
JULY 31st
Service at 9 A.M. followed by a picnic, Please bring a dish to share, table
service, and a lawn chair (beverage will be provided). In case of inclement
weather, service will be held inside followed by meal in the social hall.
NOTE; Parking will be in the park for those who are mobility challenged.
MARK YOUR CALANDARS FOR AUGUST 28TH FOR THE NEXT SERVICE IN THE
PARK, WATCH FOR MORE INFORMATION IN THE BULLETIN DURING AUGUST.
(Tina heard a rumor that there were some who wanted to drive a tractor to
church.
…..more info in August)

REMINDERS
EVERY SUNDAY- 9AM CHURCH & COMMUNION– SUNDAY SCHOOL TO FOLLOW
2016 Council Officers

Ralph Heater, president, Jeff Reitz, vice president, Linda Salvatori, secretary
and Mitzi Kurtz, church treasurer
Serving through end of 2017, Ralph Heater, Carl Snyder, Linda Salvatori, Jeff Reitz , Emmett
Reynolds, and Lori Maneval. Serving through end of 2018, Amy Rickert, Ron Long, Jim
Criswell, and Lois Rathmell.

Please speak with any of the above at any time concerning the work and ministry of our congregation. Meetings are usually held the 4th Tuesday of the month at 7pm. You are always
welcome to attend meetings, as almost all of what we do is open to all members. Only elected council persons can vote though.

Continuing Prayer Needed
Ethel Yeo, Betty Kuntz, Gerald Shambach, Earl Yoder, Ken Hampe, Janet Becht, Byron Krapf, Marie
Bomboy, Norma Jean Herr, Blake Hemric, Betty Valentine, Jean Crawford, Neva Long, Diann and Ernie
Rupert, Ralph Stahlnecker, Carl Appleman, Nancy Yordy, Donna Long, Emily Rupert, and the Kerstetters.

Update from last report, Earl Yoder is in
his home recuperating.

On deck for counting the offerings Month of July
Carl Snyder & Emmett Reynolds
On deck for counting the offerings Month of August
Audrey & Max Beck
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
6590 Musser Lane
Watsontown, PA 17777

