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From Pastor Faron’s computer
Am I wasting my time? It seems like an odd question to ask. Especially odd to come from a pastor. However, this
was one of the first challenge questions presented to me by a retired pastor while being interviewed to enter the
process of training and discernment for ministry. Pastor Loyld Ginn asked, “Faron, say we do approve you to begin
and you get through seminary, are called, and preach for thirty years. One Sunday you awake to realize, ‘They just
don’t get it.’ What do you do?” I answered appropriately that you get dressed, prepared for worship, and continue
to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ.
There are many times that we may grow weary in ministry and on occasion we may ask what are we doing it for.
But the simple fact is that ministry often cannot be quantified or measured. Indeed, while in seminary, seminarians are told that most pastors will never see the fruits of their labor and therefore, should not look to that as a
measure of how ministry is going. We are called to serve God and our efforts are focused upon and dedicated to
God for that reason.
Recently I received an odd request. I call this odd because someone asked that money be directed in such a way
at the church so it would not be “wasted.” Wasted. How unusual, I thought to myself. There must be a story behind this and there certainly was.
As of coming here, I have always focused on Christ and the fact that we as the people of God are led by the Holy
Spirit. We enter meetings, worship, and functions of the church prayerfully knowing that we are stewards of
God’s kingdom. As the Spirit is invoked to lead us, I know that each decision or vote is led by God. Therefore, regardless of how things go, I accept what God wishes for this congregation. To believe otherwise confesses things
that we should not wish to confess such as, the Holy Spirit made a mistake or dropped the ball on that one, or the
Holy Spirit doesn’t lead, or even worse, there is no Spirit at all. NO, we cannot and will never believe that.
If you wish to have your voice heard, there are ways of doing so in the church, attending meetings and voicing
your ideas, joining church council, going to Synod Assembly.
Another point that should be made concerns how we approach what we do for the church and thus, for Christ. We
are to always give our best, ourselves, our time, and our possessions to God. A tithe in scripture was actually the
suggestion of a man towards God. However, consider what Jesus thought praise worthy, a widow who gave all she
had. Sometimes these things can be challenging to us, but the scriptures speak of offering the first fruits to
God, not what is left over. Should we live that way then we are proclaiming in action what is truly written upon our
hearts.
We are called upon to be stewards of what we are given, to care for the church and property, to care for our sisters and brothers within this community as all are created in God’s image. And we should want the best for God
always!
Perhaps the only way that it is possible to waste our time for God is to think that what is given to God is ever
wasted. And that would certainly be a great spiritual tragedy for us. So let us give the best of ourselves, time,
and possessions to be used for the kingdom of God knowing that the small “loaves and fishes” we may have will be
multiplied in the hands of our Savior.
Blessings,
Pastor Faron
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The robins quickly utilized our Easter wreaths at the church. It seems they present the
perfect place for setting up a home.

THE SPRAY GANG

This work night men tackled the cemetery stones with mixing a
solution which is made to help clean the stones.
Martin Anspach, Emmett Reynolds, Glenn Wertman, Ralph
Heater, and LonnyWertman and on right Carl Snyder.
Jack Mincemoyer was cleaning the drive way.
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This is the latest message from Tom Applegate on Caring Bridge Site Tina’s
progress
Journal entry by Thomas Applegate 6/24/2017
Numbers still going up and down. Still a big waiting process. Tina really is
holding up well. I am proud of how strong she is. She does still have the
nausea but they continue to try to control that with several different meds.
All in All she has been doing very well.

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL SCHOOL CHILDREN WHO WERE ON THE
HONOR ROLLS AND GRADUATED FROM HIGH SCHOOL. CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE COLLEGE GRADUATES. WE HAVE QUITE A FEW
PARENTS AND GRANDPARENTS WHO HAVE COME UNDER THE ABOVE
CATEGORIES. (I thought this would cover everyone in case I missed someone
and I would not want to do that.)

Warrior Run High School is among the highest ranked high schools in the state for preparing students
for college, according to the latest U.S. News and World Report.
Of the 686 Pennsylvania high schools reviewed, 232 schools made the rankings. The top 6,041 public
high schools nationwide also were given gold, silver and bronze medals, indicating their student populations’ levels of college readiness.
Warrior Run is 105th in the state and also was ranked nationally with a bronze medal, given to just
over 16 percent of the ranking schools. The Turbotville area school has a 94 percent graduation rate
and the 476-member student body is 89 percent proficient in math and 73 percent proficient in English.
Story Courtesy of Marcia Moore & The Daily Item
- See more at: http://www.wrsd.org/1/News/2455#sthash.2cNQS47p.2uiRLaPo.dpuf
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The Delaware Run Cemetery Association held it's annual meeting May 1st.
The Association is very solvent at this time as they have had several
donations, Memorials, burials & sale of several lots. Lots are available
including Creamation lots. The officers are President, Barbara Russell,
Secretary Doris Bomboy and Treasurer F. Merle Nicholas. Board Members
are Fred Bomboy, Luther Gutshall, Betty Snyder, Ginny & Glenn Wertman
& Alta Mae Aunkst Whitmoyer.
THANKS to several volunteers that continue to help keep the cemetery
looking nice. They request NO plastic flowers from April 30th to Nov. 1.
The mowing is done by Quality Lawn Care, Jersey Shore.
The Cemetery Asssociation was incorporated on July 9, 1928 and it has it's
own set of By-Laws.
If you have questions or concerns contact any officer or board member.
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SARAH

SARA

AND SARAH

How often do we have three Sarah’s within our church family?
Sarah Cotner, Sarah Shambach and the newest Sara is
Jordon Reitz daughter, granddaughter of Lyn and Jeff Reitz.
CONTRATULATIONS TO THE REITZ’S
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Another work night was held June 21st.
What did they do? A hole was dug, but what is going
IN THE HOLE?

Storage building needed repairs

Peace Be With You
G W
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PRAYING CHIPMONK
This picture was taken by Karen
Houser, from Watsontown. She
sent it to Donny Guthrie and he
added the Amen and then sent it
to me. I thought that should go
in the newsletter. With Karen’s
permission, and with many tries
to get the picture on this page I
finally got it to work.
Chipmonks are so cute and
graceful in their movement, but
they can be destrucktive as
they chewed our car wires causing expensive problems.
But this little guy just took my
heart.
Glenn ‘s dog often lays with his
two front legs crossed as if he
is praying, and maybe your pets
do too.

Isabelle Bachman is in Watsontown Rehab.
Emily Rupert has been in and out of hospital and is in Milton Rehab. Has good
and bad days. Donna Rinker, Marion and Joe Yeager at Milton Rehab.
Also in Watsontown Rehab. Is Marjorie Werner and Jean Werner, and Lena and
Lester Reynolds , parents of Kathi , Lena is sister of Gin Reynolds and Lester is
brother of Emmett Reynolds.
Have you noticed the pretty flowers planted around the church? Thanks to
Francine for that gift and labor of love.
We were sad to hear that Amy Rickert resigned due to her busy schedule. She
has been replaced by Jordon Reitz.
Peace be with you
GW

REMINDERS
EVERY SUNDAY- 9AM CHURCH & COMMUNION– SUNDAY SCHOOL TO FOLLOW
2017 Council Officers
Jeff Reitz, Pres., Jack Mincemoyer, Vice President, Kathi Wertman, Sect. and
Mitzi Kurtz, Treas.
Also serving are
Crystal Gutshall, Lois Rathmell, Amy Rickert, and Ken Crawford

SESQUICECENTENNIAL CELEBRATION
FIRST WEEK END IN AUG. AT

ENJOY YOUR 4TH OF JULY

WATSONTOWN, MARK CALANDAR.

Continuing Prayer Needed
Ken Crawford, Emily Rupert, Henry Reinsburrow, Tina Applegate, Earl Yoder, Norma Jean
Herr, Betty Valentine, Diann Rupert and Nancy Yordy

On deck for counting the offerings Month of
JULY

Audrey and Max

On deck for counting the offerings Month of
August Lyn and Jeff
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
6590 Musser Lane

DUE DATE
July 9, 2017 , your little white card
must be given to Pastor Faron

