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From the Pastor
Perhaps you have heard that the ELCA elected a new Presiding Bishop. Presiding Bishop means Pastor of the
Bishops and whole ELCA. Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton was elected last August and began her term in November. She is faithful, honest, and tells things like it is. I am grateful for her leadership. She also writes the back
page article for The Lutheran, our denomination’s monthly magazine. Her article in February talked about keeping
the main thing the main thing. Our first response to that should be “D’uh!” Too often though, as her article
pointed out, the main thing gets lost will all kinds of other little things. (Look at Holy Spirit’s website for her article: http://www.holyspiritelca.org/web_documents/march_2014_newsletter.pdf)
This month (April) we celebrate the main thing: The Resurrection of Our Lord! Jesus, after a three year mission
of teaching, preaching, healing, performing miracles, arguing and blessing, pushing his disciples then calling them
to rest, went to Jerusalem one last time, taught, caused trouble, shared Communion with his followers, prayed,
got arrested, put on trial, crucified, and was buried. All this in one week! The women, who were going to care for
his corpse because they couldn’t when he died so close to the Sabbath and Passover, were tending to an important
duty. But then their lives, as well as those of the disciples and ours too, got changed!
Jesus had risen from the dead! The one who died for the sins of humanity took them on, then shook them off!
Jesus who died a horrible, painful death, even to the point of feeling forsaken by God, rises to show God’s ultimate power and love for his people.
This is the main thing of who we are as God’s people. This is how God makes us his people—through the death and
resurrection of Jesus, and our being baptized into the grace of that powerful act of God. Our faith in him—that
“assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1) is what links us to that love and
grace of God. Even when we aren’t so sure, even if not certain, God’s love and grace are there for us.
There has been a lot of attention to the argument about faith vs science, with a Christian facing off against Bill
Nye (of “Bill Nye the Science Guy” fame—loved watching that show with my kids!). I just watched an interview
with Bill where he says he is an agnostic—one who doesn’t necessarily believe in God but doesn’t claim there is no
God either (as an atheist would). Science and faith aren’t in competition with each other, as both can make room
for each other. In our world where people seem to push only for extremes, we need to hear each other and realize that God is bigger than any theory or religious practice or “world view” we can construct.
For God surely proved that, didn’t he, when he gave Jesus because he loved the world so much, so much so God
could save the world through Jesus. That’s the main thing. Not just at Easter, not just on Sundays or when we
need something from God or when we stare death in the face. Always. Forever. Jesus is the main thing. Hold on
to that with every bit of faith and assurance you can!
Alleluia! Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! For you, for me, for the faithful, and for those still on
their way to meeting Jesus.
-Pastor Dan
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Summer Reading
Suggestions:
The Jesus I Never Knew
by: Philip Yancey
Living the Cross Centered Life
by: C.J. Mahaney
Share Jesus Without Fear

How to Listen to God

by: William Fay

by: Charles Stanley

If You Want to Walk on Water, You’ve Got to Get Out of the Boat
by: John Ortberg
The Wonderful Spirit Filled Life

Discover Your Destiny

by: Charles Stanley

by: Charles Stanley

How to Study the Bible for Yourself

Intelligence for Your Life

by: Tim Lahaye

by: John Tesh

Not into reading?

Try listening to Chip Ingram
online, just go to livingontheedge.org and you can listen
to daily broadcasts online and print out the message
notes and worksheet pages to go along with the broadcast
and sign up for free email updates. OR
Try listening to
Charles Stanley with In Touch Ministries go to
intouch.org and listen to the daily broadcast, print message notes or sign up for free email updates.

Congratulations

To Sarah Cotner
For making the
Warrior Run
School
Honor Role

AWARDS GIVEN
Lycoming Senior Scholar Award was presented to Taylor Anspach on April 13th
and also was given an award for Outstanding Student in Biology. Taylor will be
graduating from Lycoming College on May 4th, 2014. Our church family
Congratulates him and wishes the best in what ever he chooses to do.
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Bible Places Questions Quiz
1. Where was Jesus born?
2. To what land was he taken, that his life might be saved from King Herod?
3. Where did Jesus live as a boy?
4. In what place was Jesus found when only twelve years old?
5. In what river was Jesus baptized?
6. Where was he tempted by Satan?
7. Where did Jesus perform his first miracle?
8. In what land did Jesus preach during the first year of his teaching?
9. Where did Jesus talk with a woman by a well?
10. Where did Jesus preach during the second year of his teaching?
11. Where did he live while he preached in Galilee?
12. On what sea did Jesus still the storm?
13. At what pool in Jerusalem did he heal a man who could not walk?
14. To what other pool at Jerusalem did he send a blind man to wash?
15. At what place in Galilee did he raise to life a widow's son?
16. Where did he feed five thousand people?
17. On what mountain did he show his glory?
18. At what place did he raise Lazarus to life?
19. At what place did Jesus die on the cross?
20. From what mountain did Jesus go up to heaven?

FIND THE ANSWERS ON ANOTHER PAGE
These sentences actually appeared in church bulletins or were announced at church services.

The sermon this morning;
‘Jesus Walks on the Water.’ The sermon tonight, ‘Searching for Jesus.’
The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.
Pot-luck supper Sunday at 5;00 PM—prayer and medication to follow.
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A healthy church is the best witness to a hurting world.
THANK YOU to the Thrivent Members that are sharing your Choice Dollars with St.
John's. A total of $697.00 was transferred in 2013. $93.00 was added to end of March,
2014. If you have questions about Thrivent or Choice Dollars speak to me. Barbara

CONGRATULATIONS TO CRYSTAL
Crystal Gutshall, advisor for Skills USA returned from State Competition with students winning 3 gold medals & one silver. Nail Care, Job Skills & Action Skills were
the gold winners and Prepared Speech the Silver. They will advance to National
Competition in Kansas City, MO in June.

ANNUAL SPRING YARD SALE
MARCH 27, 2014
Our doors opened at 8:00 AM. Even with an overcast sky at the start of the day, our social room
soon filled with yard sale buyers.
The twelve vendor’s tables were loaded with a variety of household items, clothing, quilts, handmade
goods, books and other items of interest.
Our Chinese auction table was covered with lovely filled baskets, gift certificates, filled planters
and other articles donated by the congregation. These attracted many shoppers to try their luck on
winning one of them. The drawing was held at 12:30.
Baked goods donated by congregation members filled a table with mouth watering muffins, breads,
cookies, cakes and pies. These tempted the taste buds of those who passed by looking for a treat to
take home.
From our kitchen, vegetable and chicken noodle soup were offered along with ham and hamburg barbeque, turkey salad sandwiches, hot dogs, slices of pie and cake, coffee and other drinks. Tables were
available for all to sit, eat and converse with friends, neighbors and family.
Thank you for all the donations, help and support given. A special thank you to our vendor’s who took
their time to sit up their tables and spend the day with us. Without their participation, this event
could not be possible.
An amount of $850.00 was realized from our yard sale. This made it possible to give $425.00 to
the Peyton Memorial Fund and $425.00 toward our parsonage repairs.
God was served and given praise by everyone working together that we might give to others.
Norma Jean Herr
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A correction should be made on the address of Misa Johnson from last issue, 7314
Manlius Center Rd.
Feb. 25th, members learned how to make blankets for Project Linus. Will continue to
do later in church year.
Feb. 27th, a bitter cold evening, temps low teens and snow squalls, did not keep people from coming to the fellowship meal, serving 219 .
March 4th, Max Beck had back surgery, March 8th, Glenn Wertman had hand surgery
for carpel tunnel.
Rich Mincemoyer was in hospital March 4th to 28th. Home one day in that time. He
is doing good.
March 8th, work day at parsonage. Good turn out, painting the ceilings. Betty Snyder provided sandwiches & cake and other snacks were provided.

A lot of

action is

taking place at the parsonage, thanks to Ralph Heater and Carl Snyder and others.
Understand Divya Reitz painted for the first time using a roller.
March 27th fellowship meal served 177 people, ran short of food a little past 6, servers and preparers got very little food to eat.
Some of the tiles in the upstairs bathroom floor came loose, due to a bad valve, which
caused water to leak on the floor.

Thanks to Brian Cotner making it all look well

again.
Bernice Leiser fell April 5th, breaking hip, had surgery April 7th, and is now recuperating at River woods.
First time in a while that we have not had an Easter Egg Hunt or services during Holy
Week.
Has been one year since Pastor Jill announced her leaving.
Easter service great, 18 minutes of bell choir music before the service and two special
anthems by Jeff Kuntz. We thank you for your time and talents. And then the tasty
breakfast after the service. Thanks to all who prepared and helped with it.
ENJOY YOUR VACATIONS AND OUTDOOR EVENTS.

Peace be with you. Ginny
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SINGING LESSONS—-FOR SNORING?
An article by Mayo Clinic, submitted by F. Merle Nicholas
Is your partner’s snoring making you lose sleep? You may want to suggest singing
lessons, says a group of investigators from the United Kingdom.
Snoring occurs when you doze off and progress from a light sleep to a deep sleep,
and the muscles in the roof of your mouth (soft palate), tongue and throat relax.
The tissues in your throat can relax enough that they partially block your airway
and vibrate, causing snoring sounds. Habitual snoring can be more that just a nuisance for you. It can disrupt your partner’s sleep as well, leading to daytime
sleepiness and associated impairment in both of you. Deep or heaving snoring can
also be a sign of sleep apnea.
The U.K. scientists found that daily singing exercises can improve the tone and
strength of the muscles in your mouth and throat, leading to less frequent snoring.
It can also help people with obstructive, sleep apnea, a more serious form of sleep
disorder.
Participants in the study spent at least 20 minutes a day practicing singing exercises from a CD. They did this for a total of three months. At the end of the
trial, those who complied with the treatment program experienced less daytime
sleepiness and a decrease in frequency and loudness of snoring.
So the next time you feel like pointing your partner to the couch, direct him to
your local choir instead. You may both feel better in the morning.

LOOK WHO IS HELPING SERVE AT OUR FELLOWSHIP MEALS!!!!!!
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> There once was a man named George Thomas, pastor in a small New England town. One Easter Sunday
morning he came to the Church carrying a rusty, bent, old bird cage, and set it by the pulpit. Eyebrows were
raised and, as if in response, Pastor Thomas began to speak....
> "I was walking through town yesterday when I saw a young boy coming toward me swinging this bird cage.
On the bottom of the cage were three little wild birds, shivering with cold and fright.
> I stopped the lad and asked, "What do you have there, son?"
> "Just some old birds," came the reply.
> "What are you going to do with them?" I asked.
> "Take 'em home and have fun with 'em," he answered. "I'm gonna tease 'em and pull out their feathers to
make 'em fight. I'm gonna have a real good time."
> "But you'll get tired of those birds sooner or later. What will you do then?"
> "Oh, I got some cats," said the little boy. "They like birds. I'll take 'em to them."
> The pastor was silent for a moment. "How much do you want for those birds, son?"
> "Huh?? !!! Why, you don't want them birds, mister.
> They're just plain old field birds. They don't sing. They ain't even pretty!"
> "How much?" the pastor asked again.
> The boy sized up the pastor as if he were crazy and said, "$10?"
> The pastor reached in his pocket and took out a ten dollar bill. He placed it in the boy's hand. In a flash, the
boy was gone. The pastor picked up the cage and gently carried it to the end of the alley where there was a
tree and a grassy spot. Setting the cage down, he opened the door, and by softly tapping the bars persuaded
the birds out, setting them free. Well, that explained the empty bird cage on the pulpit, and then the pastor
began to tell this story:
> One day Satan and Jesus were having a conversation. Satan had just come from the Garden of Eden, and he
was gloating and boasting. "Yes, sir, I just caught a world full of people down there. Set me a trap, used bait I
knew they couldn't resist. Got 'em all!"
> "What are you going to do with them?" Jesus asked.
> Satan replied, "Oh, I'm gonna have fun! I'm gonna teach them how to marry and divorce each other, how to
hate and abuse each other, how to drink and smoke and curse. I'm gonna teach them how to invent guns and
bombs and kill each other. I'm really gonna have fun!"
> "And what will you do when you are done with them?"
> Jesus asked. "Oh, I'll kill 'em," Satan glared proudly.
> "How much do you want for them?" Jesus asked.
> "Oh, you don't want those people. They ain't no good. Why, you'll take them and they'll just hate you. They'll
spit on you, curse you and kill you. You don't want those people!!"
> "How much? He asked again.
> Satan looked at Jesus and sneered, "All your blood, tears and your life."
> Jesus said, "DONE!" Then He paid the price.
> The pastor picked up the cage and walked from the pulpit.

SOMETHING NEW IS GOING TO HAPPEN
Evangelism Committee is planning a hymn sing and ice
cream social sometime in July.
Please watch bulletin for details. Get your voice in tune,
might help if you snore, according to article on page 6.
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Neighbor Helping Neighbor Sunday
Neighbor Helping Neighbor needs our help.
We’ve received information that their supplies have been reduced. To help NHN meet the
needs of local families, we are beginning a monthly collection of non-perishable items
on the last Sunday of every month.
Collection tubs will be placed in the Narthex and near the back door in the Social Hall.
If you have any questions, please contact any Social Ministry member.
Thank you for supporting our neighbors in need.

Answers:
1-Bethlehem 2-Egypt 3-Nazareth 4-In the temple. 5-Jordan 6-In the wilderness 7
-At Cana in Galilee 8- Judea 9-In Samaria 10-In Galilee 11-At Capernaum 12-Galilee
13-The Pool of Bethesda 14-To the Pool of Siloam. 15-At Nain. 16-Bethsaida
17-Mount Hermon 18-Bethany 19-At Calvary 20-Mount of Olives
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Feb. 20, 2008

Within 15 hours God called home two faithful members of our congregationDick Witmer passed away Sunday April 20, 2014 12:30 AM, and Frank
Marquardt passed away Sunday April 20, 2014, 3:30 PM. As we remember
their lives and their service they gave to our church, prayers and sympathy
go to the families and friends of Dick and Frank. Both were good friends and
long time members here at St. John’s, and were roommates at Watsontown
Health and Rehab (a.k.a Kramms).

God’s love in our heart gives us a heart for others.
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REMINDERS
EVERY SUNDAY- 9AM CHURCH & COMMUNION– SUNDAY SCHOOL TO FOLLOW
2014 Church Council
Ralph Heater, President
Jack Mincemoyer,
Vice-President
Lyn Reitz, Secretary
Mitzi Kurtz, Treasurer
Brian Cotner
Crystal Gutshall
Buddy Herr
Lori Maneval
Dave Roberts
Carl Snyder

MAY

CEMETERY ASSOCIATION MEETING MONDAY MAY 5TH. 7;00 PM
ALL LOT OWNERS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND.

St John’s Bible Study resumes April 22 at 10:30am, and begins at the
beginning! Genesis will be our book of study. We’ll look at chapters 1
and 2 on April 22, and continue from there. There are lots of good
foundational stories and teachings in Genesis. Please come! Bring a
friend! Watch the bulletin for weekly “assignments” and updates.
Reminder: Your Council Members

Please speak with any of the above at any time concerning the work and
ministry of our congregation. Meetings are usually held the 4 th Tuesday
of the month at 7pm. You are always welcome to attend meetings, as
almost all of what we do is open to all members. Only elected council
persons can vote though.

MONEY COUNTERS

JUNE

Carl Snyder

Charlotte Roberts

Linda Salvatori

Glenn Wertman

http://stjohnsriverchurch.org/
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
6590 Musser Lane
Watsontown, PA 17777

"Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love,
a tender heart, and a humble mind." (1Peter 3:8)

