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From Pastor Faron’s computer

Pastors do not always readily know what to write about or even what to say. When it comes to those times
there is one thing that we all do and that is, pray.
After praying, this is the topic that was given, and it is about trust. Sometimes I wonder if we as Christians
tend to go through the motions of faith while not really believing as we should. Oh, sure we say we love and
trust the Lord, but when things get tough or challenges arise, how is our faith?
God is surely at work constantly and consistently in everything regarding this world and in our lives. Just that
knowledge, just that fact alone should give us a reason to give a huge sigh of relief in knowing that things are
not all ours to work out or understand. Even when we struggle to understand things we are in the hands of the
God whose understanding is perfect.
But do our lives reflect that truth? As I write this, the coming Sunday is Gaudete Sunday. Perhaps that is a
Sunday that we are not too familiar with. The word comes from the traditional Introit or entrance into the
liturgy for that Sunday in Latin, “Gaudete in Domino semper: iterum dico, gaudete.” A rough translation of this
would be, rejoice in the Lord always, again I say, rejoice.
Rejoice. What an interesting and amazing word it is, for it speaks of more than mere happiness or contentment, more than satisfaction. It is above and beyond all these things to a point to where our joy is continually
running over in abundance to God. Imagine if you will, a state in which we can’t keep our mouths, or our emotions contained, and they constantly overflow with gladness towards and about God! This is the life that a
Christian is called to and what our lives should reflect.
Now comes the difficult question, can you think of anyone who might come to mind when you hear the word
rejoice? Does your life look like rejoicing? Do your friends and neighbors lives, who claim Christ as their Lord
and Savior look like rejoicing? And if they do not, what do you see? In truth, someone outside of our community or outside of our church may be led to the conclusion that if our life is what Christ desires than somebody must have goofed!
Instead we are challenged to rejoice, challenged to believe, and yes, challenged to trust in a God who sent his
Son so many years ago and whose Spirit continually abides with us. People of God, how can this be? By the time
you read this we will be in the season of Christmas where we celebrate the greatest gift given, the gift of
salvation, the gift of transformation, the gift of eternal love, the gift of Christ with us always. Above all
things in this world we, the children of God, have no reason to be down or glum. We have no reason to ever
believe that God does not lead and abide with us. We have no reason to not place all our trust in God.
Therefore, let us live as the people of God and ambassadors to the Kingdom of God. Always trusting, always
rejoicing, no matter what may come or what occurs. Thanks be to God!
Pastor Faron
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The pastor wore
his rose stole for
the first time
this Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete is
the third Sunday
in Advent and the
name is derived
from the first
word in the Latin
introit, Gaudete
in Domino semper,
iterum dico, gaudete. Translated
to English, rejoice
in the Lord always, again I say,
rejoice.
Dec. 17, 2017

On Gaudete Sunday the church
received the gift of a new Fair
Linen for the altar. The other
had served faithfully for years
and was becoming thread bare.
The Linen was a gift from members of the congregation and a
prayer of thanksgiving and
blessing was read by pastor
Johnson while members laid
their hands upon the Fair Linen
dedicating it to God’s service.
The new Linen is lovely with
five embroidered ice blue
crosses. The five crosses represent the five wounds of
Christ during the crucifixion.

Many thanks to the
group who took time to
go Christmas Caroling
to the shut inns.
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After the congregation confesses its faith
every Sunday with the creed the pastor
turns to prepare to pray the prayers of the
community. Sometimes it seems that there
is considerable silence before the pastor
begins to pray. Often, he prays in advance
of the prayers that are spoken aloud as he
does when he prepares the Lord’s table. He
also carries a crucifix attached to the ribbon of his ELW. This crucifix belonged to
his great grandmother Westmoreland who
was born in 1890. Before the prayers he
lays it upon the central cross on the Fair
Linen where it rests throughout the Eucharist. Before the last hymn he moves it and
often kisses the crucifix in thanks to
Christ an in memory of his granny.

Tree on the
left in Social
Hall had papers with numbers on which
we could
choose, then
put that
amount in the
box under the
tree to help
support the
youth for
their trip .

Thanks to all who gave and donated.

This tree in
the Narthex was
for Christmas to our
Neighbors
At Haven
Ministry,
donating
socks, peanut butter,
canned
fruit, cold
medicines
wrapping
paper and
toys.

JANUARY FEBRUARY 2018

St. John’s Journal

Have you ever really listened to the words of
a well loved Christmas carol and wondered about the
story behind it? Fred Wertman Civil War re-enactor,
told a version of this story at WHA headquarters.
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow was born in
1807 in Portland, Maine. He studied at Bowden College, then decided to spend time in Europe. Upon his
return, he became a professor at Bowden and then
at Harvard. He retired in 1854. His first wife, Mary
Potter, died in 1835 from the effects of a miscarriage. He later married Frances Appleton after
seven years of courtship. They lived a quiet life in
Cambridge, raising five of their six children.
July 10, 1861 “Fanny” was preserving some of
her daughter’s hair in an envelope. While melting
sealing wax to use on the envelope, a drop fell on her
dress. A slight breeze coming through an open window caused the hot wax to ignite her dress. The material was highly flammable and she was immediately
engulfed in flames.
Her husband tried to extinguish the flames
with a rug, and then by hugging her. He was burned
about the face and arms. Fanny died the next day
from the severity of her burns. Henry was so ill
from his own burns and full of grief, he did not attend her funeral. He later grew a beard to hide his
scars.
In 1863 his son Charles joined the Union army
to fight in the Civil War. His father had to travel to
Washington twice to care for his son. One time he
was ill and the other he had become severely
wounded in the battle of New Hope.
In 1864 Henry penned the poem “Christmas
Bells”. He lamented over the devastation and despair
of the war, and then ended it with the hope of
peace. It was first published in 1865. In 1872, after
dropping verses that were too somber, the poem was
put to music and the carol “I Heard the Bells on
Christmas Day” was established. When you know the
circumstances behind the song, the words tell of an
entirely different time and story.
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I heard the bells on Christmas Day
Their old, familiar carols play,
and wild and sweet
The words repeat
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!
And thought how, as the day had
come,
The belfries of all Christendom
Had rolled along
The unbroken song
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!
Till ringing, singing on its way,
The world revolved from night to
day,
A voice, a chime,
A chant sublime
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!
Then from each black, accursed
mouth
The cannon thundered in the South,
And with the sound
The carols drowned
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!
It was as if an earthquake rent
The hearth-stones of a continent,
And made forlorn
The households born
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!
And in despair I bowed my head;
"There is no peace on earth," I said;
"For hate is strong,
And mocks the song
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!"
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Members of St. Johns were very sad to hear the passing of our great friend Jerry
Shambach, who participated in our activities and was helpful in all that he did. He
was so friendly and cheerful to everyone.
We express our sympathy to Jerry's family.
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Be Safe from Fire
Every day in America, on average seven people die and many more are injured in
home fires. Most of those injuries could be prevented with some safety steps. Older
adults are more than twice as likely to die in a home fire than other age groups. People
over the age of 80 die in fires at a rate three times higher than the rest of the
population. Poor vision, limited mobility, hearing loss, a reduced sense of smell, medication side effects (drowsiness) and dementia all contribute to the danger of fire for
seniors.
The Home Fire Escape Plan
More than 50% of home fire deaths occur at night when most people are sleeping.
People with disabilities may have physical limitations and a decreased ability to react
in a fire emergency. Special fire warning devices are available, such as smoke alarms
with a vibrating pad or flashing light for the deaf and hard of hearing. Draw a fire
escape plan on paper and plan the escape around the person’s capabilities.
Three essential bedside items: Eyeglasses, whistle and a phone. You need your glasses
to see how to escape from fire and avoid injury. The whistle lets people know where
you are so that you can be rescued and helps you warn others of fire. If you are
trapped, the phone will let you call for help. Remember, your first priority is to get
out of the building. Don’t stop to call the fire department until you are safely outside.
Plan your escape route: Know two ways out of every room—a primary and back-up
routes mapped out for each room. Ensure escape routes are wide enough for a walker
or wheel-chair and remove items that may block your way out. Practice getting out.
If you have practiced escape routes, your memory and instinct will help you move in
the right direction.
Check windows from which escape is planned: Can you open the window? Be sure exits
allow you to exit.
Share your escape plans with your family, the building manager or neighbors.
If you have impairments that might make it difficult for you to escape from fire, let
your local fire department and other emergency service providers know. Many departments issue special window stickers to mark the bedrooms of people with special
needs.
Source: FEMA.gov; National Fire Protection Association
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On Dec. 16th, the G & L Wertmans took the opportunity to attend the Christmas Candlelight Service
at the Stone Church, White Deer Valley. This was
where on Sat. evening, March 7th, 1942, approximately 400 area residents were summoned to this
very place to hear federal officials announce that
their homes and properties would need to be evacuated and turned over to the government in order to
build a munitions factory for the war effort.
Could not help but think back to that day and feel
so sad for all those people. Most of you know the
rest of the story,
Was a beautiful service and well attended. If you
get a chance next year, well worth the time to attend and see the church standing all alone.

Grandson Michael Wertman is a full time fire
fighter in Arlington, Va. In Dec., one night
when he was on watch, a knock came to the station door. When he opened it, there was a
group of Christmas Carolers singing and with
them was a camel. How often does one see a
live camel in a town at a fire station?
Mike, Mike, Mike-Can you guess what day it is?
It’s hump day!
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Jean Werner passed away on Nov. 6, 2017. She resided at Wats. Health
and Rehab. For the past several years. Our sympathy to the family.
Tracy Muckelmann 48, passed away on Nov. 22, 2017, a near by neighbor, was
buried in our cemetery.
Bob Kilgus is in Wmsp. Hospital and is waiting to be transferred to a nursing
home as of this printing. His condition is not very good. Glenn recalls Bob, his
brother Dick and himself were the three wise men in the Christmas programs way
back when.
Congregational Meeting Nov. 12th 43 attended. Council nominations, Ralph
Heater, Lois Rathmell, Stacy Reynolds, Dave Roberts, Linda Salvatori and Carl
Snyder. Motion made to forgo an election and accept all the above persons, bringing the total council members for 2018 to 11. List, next page.
Christmas Eve was beautiful when all lights off except the candles we were holding and the new to us candle holders in the middle isles, thanks to Pastor Faron,
given by another church, new globes were donated and clamps were put on and
candles donated. Bell choir and Jeff Kuntz singing was the special music. Was
very nice to have Crystal Gutshall assisting Pastor Faron.
While drinking hot tea to keep warm, makes me think this is the end of another
year and hopefully the beginning of a better year for all.
We all must realize what it takes to keep our church going. Like Pastor Faron
said, it takes everyone to make it work. Church has to be opened, heat turned up,
make sure it is clean, alter committee, communion out every Sunday, has to be
done early or Sat. All the extra work for Christmas, Advent wreath, putting up the
candle rings and then taking them down and the extra care of the candles, it just
goes on and on. Seeing there are readers and if someone is missing for usher, must
be filled in. The extra hours spent on music. If you are not in one of these helping positions, just think about what all is done and get involved or thank the
ones who are. There are men who constantly drive to our church and check on
things, especially when the weather is so cold, making sure heating system is
working. I just can’t name it all, nor can I name all the people, so THANK YOU
ALL for what you do.

Peace be with you
GW

REMINDERS
EVERY SUNDAY- 9AM CHURCH & COMMUNION– SUNDAY SCHOOL TO FOLLOW
Council members 2018
Jeff Reitz., Jack Mincemoyer, Mitzi Kurtz
Crystal Gutshall, Lois Rathmell, Ken Crawford
Ralph Heater, Stacy Reynolds, Dave Roberts,
Linda Salvatori and Carl Snyder

Address Change:
Doris Rickert
5326 Lake Drive
East Petersburg, PA
17520
717-368-2868

Continuing Prayer Needed
Ken Crawford, Emily Rupert, Henry Reinsburrow, Tina Applegate, Earl Yoder, Norma Jean
Herr, Diann Rupert , Nancy Yordy, Elaine Klingler and Byron Krapf.

On deck for counting the offerings Month of
January

Carl Snyder Emmett Reynolds

On deck for counting the offerings Month of
February Audrey and Max Beck
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
6590 Musser Lane
Watsontown, PA 17777

