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A brief note for clarification

Often people talk and rumours often spread. Many times, and almost always, these rumours are
filled with inaccuracies. This is why I always focus on the importance of first-hand information. Our
council meetings are open to the entire congregation. Anvone who is interested can come to listen.
If vou wish to speak as a member of the church, that requires that vou make a request to do so to
the president of council. You will obviously be allowed to address council during the new business
section of the agenda.

Omne romour that was brought to my attention was that to be a member of this church requires
people to attend, take communion, and contribute to the church. This is simply not true_ If vou look
at the church constitotion a confirmed, communing, and contrbuting member is the definition of
who is eligble to vote at congregational meetings.

We have several definitions of members; active, inactive, and associate None of these have
contributions as part of their definitions. Paying to come to church harkens back to the idea of
indulgences and if we know our church history, this was one of Martin Luther’s primary complaints
against the Catholic church, which he was a part of.

We do not pay for God’s grace, or for salvation. A member of the church is someone who is
baptized into the body of Christ here at Saint John's or elsewhere and accepted within our
congregation through a letter transfer or by affirmation of Baptism.

5o, contributing to the church is what we do when led by the Spirit to do so. It is a response of our
love to God for all God has given us, and that is evervthing. And all contributions are used to

sustain the ministries and missions of the church of Christ, whether designated or otherwise.

Also, I am one of the rare pastors that choose to not know what any of vou contribute. I am given
the overall figures of what goes in and what goes out in bills and mission support. I have no idea
what you give individually for it might change how I address and treat people and I have to treat
evervone equally. So vour gving 15 between yvou and God, for Christis our judge. I am not.

Finally, itis always best to get first-hand information or as we say in the South, “straight from the
horse’s mouth.” If you are concered about church business attend council meetings or wait for the
official minutes, these are all public records. If vou are concemed with an area of ministry, then sign
up with the appropriate committee and make vour voice heard knowing that all of us are led by the
Holy Spint and work together for the glory of God. If you have questions as to how church
business is conducted, you can ask the council and if you have questions about how I do things in
ministry for Christ you can ask an anonyvmous question through the Pastor’s Page. Nothing is
hidden and all information is available to anvone who desires it as long as itis not confidential in
nature. Being the church, there is always confidential information that is protected by my vows of
ordination and in Pennsylvania by the law concerning privileged information.

Blessings and God’s peace,

Pastor Faron
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A special thanks to Lois Rathmell for her latest donation to the history room. She donated several
very old books that were in the original Sunday School Library in the wall. These books date from
the 1840s to the 1880s and are very fragile. A big thank you to Lois!

8.
9.

10. | did not object to the object. |

11. The insurance was invalid for the invalid.

12. There was a row among the oarsmen
about how to row.

ENGLISH 1S HARD

The bandage was wound around the wound.

The farm was used to produce produce.

The dump was so full that it had to refuse more refuse.

We must polish the Polish furniture.

He could lead if he would get the lead out.

The soldier decided to desert his dessert in the desert.

Since there is no time like the present, he thought it was time to
present the present.

A bass was painted on the head of the
bass drum. |
When shot at, the dove dove into the ‘
bushes. \

13. They were too close to the door to -

closeit.
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He is the son of Jason and Brianne Applegate; grands
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One Sunday morning at a small southern
church, the new pastor called on one of
his older deacons to lead in the opening
prayer, The deacon stood up, bowed his
head and said, Lord, I hate buttermilk,"

The pastor opened one eye and wondered
where this was going. The deacon
continued, “Lord, I hate lard,” Now the
pastor was totally perplexed, The deacon
continued, “Lord, I ain't too crazy about
plain flour, But after you mix ‘em all
together and bake ‘em in a hot oven, I
Just love biscuits,"

“Lord help us to realize when life gets
hard, when things come up that we don't
ltke, whenever we don't understand what
You are doing, that we need to wait and
see what You are making. After you get
through mixing and baking, it'll probably
be something even better than biscuits,
Amen.

Page 7

BRI AN PALMER SUNDAY

Due to circumstances beyond our control

as a fund raiser. | t was decided to

of the month to give to Brian Pal mer,

Anyone wishing to contribute may pl ace

or mar k your envelope accordingly.
Of fering for January was $106. 00.
Thank You.
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Subj eltcen Commandment s

Layman's Ten Commandment s
S written tideg leautikel twer den Comr
i mes in |ife.

1. Pray not a "spare wheel"™ that you
[ right pat

e S pul |
"steering wheel" that directs the h

t hr

2. Why is a car's windshield so | alrtgei sanlled aes &
past is not as i mportant as our future. So, | ook

3. Friendship is |Iike a book. It takes only a f

s in life are te
y, don'"t worry, tha
d

5. Ol d frien
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o hold a diamond, vy S
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6 . Often when we | ose
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on asked St. A
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i ed, "Yes, |l osing your Vvi n

n you pray for others, God I|listens to you
d happy, remember that someone has prayec
10. Worrying does not take away tomorrow's trou

I f you really enjoy this, please pass to others

Submitted by Ruth Doran

The TEN

hitp://biblecartoon blogspot.com

Commandments
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Noah's: Ar k Everything I need to know, I 1 e

ONE: Don't mi ss the boat .

T WO : Remember t hat we are all in the same boat !

THREE: Pl an ahea. .. d. It wasn't raining when No

FOUR: Stay fit. When you're 60 years ol d, someo

FI VE: Don't Ilisten to critics; just get on with

S| X: Build your future on high ground.

SEVEN: For safety's sake, travel in pairs.

EI GHT: Speed isn't always an advantage. The sna
NI NE: When you're stressed, float awhil e.

TEN: Remember, the Ark was built by amateurs; t
ELEVEN: No matter the storm, when b o th

rainbow waiting. / /xS m, /

LENTEN STUDY

This year during Lent, we will study
Lenten Studies wil/| be on the 8th, 15t
and the 5th of April at 7 o06dc|l

Pl ease plan on attending, Pastor Faron hae

studi es.
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0SI X LI TTLE "STORI ES Well worth the 3

{1} Once all wvillagers decided to pray f
pl e gathered, but only one boy came with
{2} When you throw babies in the air, th

catch t hem. That' s TRUST.

{3} Every night we go to bed without any
i ng, but still we set the alarms to wake
{4} We plan big things for tomorrow in s
That' s CONFI DENCE.

{5} We see the world suffering, but stil
That' s LOVE

{6} On an old man's shirt was written a
sweet 16 with 64 years of experience.' Th
Have a happy day and I ive your I i1ife |ike
thought nap time was punivhmant onNow i t's

SOUP AND SANDWICH SALE
Social Ministry hosting

4 VEGETABLE OR CHICKEN NOODLE SOUPS
HAM OR TURKEY SANDWICHES
FRIDAY, MARCH 17TH AND SATURDAY, MARCH 18TH.

PICK UP TIME IS
4 -6 PM FRIDAY AND 10 AM -NOON ON SATURDAY

Order forms are posted on the bulletin boards or see any
Social Ministry member to order.
Contact Tina Cotner for more information
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Chinese Auction

Concession Stand

Come support

the Applegate

MARCH 4, 2017

CHINESE AUCTION
BENEFIT FOR
TINA APPLEGATE

10:30a.m.-2:30p.m. 0“3"(’"”

Warrior Run Area Fire Department Social Hall
Allenwood, PA 17810

In the summer of 2016, Tina was diagnosed with Myolofibrosis
Myclofibeosis &5 a rare blood cancer. Excessive soar tissue formes in
the bose marrow and impairs its ability to peodoce normal blood

cells, Tiza is carrently awaiting a boae saarrow trasspdant

We would ke to raiue money 1o sl with medical costs to belp

the Applegate Family during this difficult time
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