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When I initiated the Pastor’s Pages at Saint John’s I did so to allow people to ask questions anonymously. This of course, saves anyone embarrassment should they think that their questions are something that everyone should know. However, thus far many of the questions posed have been about
faith and interpretation of scripture, which is wonderful as it reflects peoples focus. Yet I also intended these to be used so people could ask about the congregation as an organization and even why
the pastor does the things that he does.
The season of Lent is upon us and during that time we have the opportunity to look at ourselves as
individuals and as a community. Where are we in our faith journey? What new things could we adapt
as a spiritual discipline during this season that we could continue once the season passes? How do we
become a people who are intentional in our faith practices?
I have often told you that all the things I do and things I do not do have a purpose. That purpose is
to allow opportunities for growth and understanding in our faith. The Apostle Paul referred to the
people of Corinth as those who are still on milk. As a pastor we might ask how it is that we progress
to the solid food of the faith and understanding?
For those at United in Christ, they are at an exciting time. A time where the Spirit is at work and
guiding in ways that are not often seen, as it is not every day or year that a congregation discerns
the will of God in seeking a new pastor. During this time, there will be many different faces who lead
in worship and the more they vary, the better. I say this because when a pastor is called we become
accustomed to that person and there is always the danger of thinking that this current pastor is the
only way a pastor is or behaves. This is simply not true. God uses all different pastors with different
approaches, different gifts, and due to the guidance of the Holy Spirit, no one way of pastoral leadership is right or wrong. Instead, they are only different.
I, as a pastor, am someone who seeks to follow Christ and be led by the Spirit always. That also is my
desire for those whom I serve. When I came to this synod I was told two things, one by the Bishop
and one by another pastor. One was that the area has experienced generations of what was called,
“Herr Pastor.” This is a pastor who always has the final word, whose word is law so to speak, one who
might say, “My way or the highway.” This type of pastor can be quite overbearing and in making all the
calls, making all the decisions, actually stands in the way of the people of the congregation growing
and learning to listen to the Spirit of God. Listening to the Spirit and discerning God’s will is obviously
a very valuable and important part of Christian life. For Jesus taught that we are to DENY OURSELVES, take up our cross and follow Christ. Listening for the Spirit teaches us to observe what God
desires rather than what we desire. If we never come to this place spiritually we might ask who it is
that we are truly following. For if we only follow our own way and our own directives then we surely
are not following God’s.
The second thing I was told was that many people desire to call a pastor so that they might have a
“professional” Christian that can do all the mission and ministry of the church. Thus, those in the
church shouldn’t have to. This was quite a shocking concept and I certainly have always hoped that it
was not true. However, when it comes to church are there things in ministry that we attribute only to
the pastor? That’s the pastor’s job! While there are some things that fall under Word and Sacrament
that an ordained person is called to do much of ministry is called to be shared by everyone in the congregation. As Luther would teach there is the ministry of all believers, not just the clergy.
So, as a pastor I have always allowed others to discern where God is calling them, what ministry can
be done in the name of Christ? If I only give you directives, then how do you begin to listen and discern the will of God as the people of God? Indeed, rather than elevating a pastor to some great person or having great expectations of them one should realize they are called to walk for a time with
you in a faith journey. And the true leader of the church is and will always be the Holy Spirit who
works in and through the pastor and in and THROUGH YOU!
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You can never teach a child to swing without letting go of the swing. This allows them to
experience the dynamics and feelings of the swing. This allows them to develop skill and
balance. So as a pastor, we are called to walk with you for a time and also to let go as
the Spirit leads your growth, not being in the way of what God is doing.
A healthy congregation is one that can gather and look at their community and world.
They can see the needs and the opportunities to do ministry in the name of Christ. They
can come to consensus and agreement through the Spirit and finally, will enact that ministry and live their lives in Christ.
The focus in the congregation can never be upon the pastor, for pastors come and go.
Instead, the focus must always be on Christ, on God Alone.
When the time comes and the Spirit calls me to serve others that is what I will do and
you will no longer hear from me. For since the day of Pentecost the Holy Spirit has guided Christ’s church. I am nothing more than one of many workers in God’s vineyard. It is
not my goal to have a legacy that speaks favorably of me. Indeed, it would be my prayer
to be forgotten and rather than be remembered that you remember Christ. To think
that I would have a continuing role while God has called someone else would be to dangerously think higher of myself than I should. For it is the Spirit who accomplishes everything in this life. Christ died for you. Christ saves you. The pastor does not. God will
lead and entrust someone else to journey with you, someone who is guided by the Spirit
of God.
So the time for growth is always now and we should focus upon that every day of our
lives, but with particular significance in this coming season of Lent.
Blessings,
Pastor Faron

Faron Johnson shared Grant Dunkleberger's photo.

·

One of the many blankets that were made and blessed during our 200th year
has arrived with it's new owner. May they feel the warmth and love of God
through the many hands who made these.

Thank you to all the members of your church community, and to those who helped with these blankets. My son
is very sick today and this was a great unexpected gift
for him. God bless you all!
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LENTEN STUDY
This year during Lent, we will study Martin Luther’s Catechism.

Page 3

MARCH/APRIL, 2017

St. John’s Journal

Page 4

From The Daily Headline:
Dear Ma and Pa:
I am well. Hope you are. Tell Brother Walt and Brother Elmer the Marine Corps beats working for old man Minch by a mile. Tell them to join up quick before all of the places are filled.
I was restless at first because you get to stay in bed till nearly 6 a.m. But I am getting so I
like to sleep late. Tell Walt and Elmer all you do before breakfast is smooth your cot, and
shine some things. No hogs to slop, feed to pitch, mash to mix, wood to split, fire to lay. Practically nothing.
Men got to shave but it is not so bad, there’s warm water. Breakfast is strong on trimmings
like fruit juice, cereal, eggs, bacon, etc., but kind of weak on chops, potatoes, ham, steak,
fried eggplant, pie and other regular food, but tell Walt and Elmer you can always sit by the
two city boys that live on coffee. Their food, plus yours, holds you until noon when you get
fed again. It’s no wonder these city boys can’t walk much.
We go on “route marches,” which the platoon sergeant says are long walks to harden us. If he
thinks so, it’s not my place to tell him different. A “route march” is about as far as to our
mailbox at home. Then the city guys get sore feet and we all ride back in trucks.
The sergeant is like a school teacher. He nags a lot. The Captain is like the school board. Majors and colonels just ride around and frown. They don’t bother you none.
This next will kill Walt and Elmer with laughing. I keep getting medals for shooting. I don’t
know why. The bulls-eye is near as big as a chipmunk head and don’t move, and it ain’t shooting
at you like the Higgett boys at home. All you got to do is lie there all comfortable and hit it.
You don’t even load your own cartridges. They come in boxes.
Then we have what they call hand-to-hand combat training. You get to wrestle with them city
boys. I have to be real careful though, they break real easy. It ain’t like fighting with that
ole bull at home. I’m about the best they got in this except for that Tug Jordan from over in
Silver Lake . I only beat him once. He joined up the same time as me, but I’m only 5’6″ and 130
pounds and he’s 6’8″ and near 300 pounds dry.
Be sure to tell Walt and Elmer to hurry and join before other fellers get onto this setup and
come stampeding in.
Your loving daughter,
Alice
That is the funniest take on the military I’ve ever seen!
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A special thanks to Lois Rathmell for her latest donation to the history room. She donated several
very old books that were in the original Sunday School Library in the wall. These books date from
the 1840s to the 1880s and are very fragile. A big thank you to Lois!
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Installation of council members was Jan. 15th? See
who the officers are on the last page.
The furnace stopped on Sat. night Jan. 23rd. Emergency calls were received and the men came running to the
church. (OUT OF OIL) Thanks guys.
There was some work done in the park. Thanks guys.
Pastor Faron got a furry friend. His name is Sal.
Work has started in parsonage installing A/C and heat
pump.
Mrs. Gutshall is in Watsontown Rehab now.
Wertman’s car was disabled by rodents making a nest in the filter and chewed the
wires so bad. A new harness (new word to me) had to be ordered and to be rewired. So we drove the Jeep. Loaded the Jeep with things, as we were going to
grandson and his wife’s home for New Years Dinner, we then unloaded and reloaded the things into my sisters car, all seated and ready to go, well, you guessed
it that car would not start. (battery) So we unloaded and reloaded things back
into the Jeep. A good way to start the New Year, but all ended well. Good time.
Doris Rickert was in hospital and rehab for several weeks.
Soup and Sandwich Sale in March. Get your orders in. Details another page.
Address change for Julie, Trevor, Vallyn and Vaughan Ault
68 Wagner Ave.
Montgomery, PA 17752
Elaine Snyder Klingler admitted to hospital on Feb. 20th.
In our congregation and community there has been a lot of sickness and serious illness,
just not able to name all, so we will leave it in God’s hands.

On Jan. 22nd, a rose bud was on the piano for the birth of Jackson Daniel Applegate, Jan. 6th, 2017.
He is the son of Jason and Brianne Applegate; grandson of Tina and Tom Applegate; and great grandson of Vickie and Jack Mincemoyer

CONGRATULATIONS

Peace Be With
You G W
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BRIAN PALMER SUNDAY
Due to circumstances beyond our control, Jolly Helpers Class had to give up making candy
as a fund raiser. It was decided to take the Sunday School offering the LAST Sunday
of the month to give to Brian Palmer, a Lutheran Missionary to Liberia, our “sister” Country.
Anyone wishing to contribute may place their money in the baskets at the top of the stairs
or mark your envelope accordingly.
Offering for January was $106.00. Jolly Helpers had been sending $100.00 a month.
Thank You.

THRIVENT NEWS
In 2016, 335,000 Thrivent members chose to direct Choice Dollars to more than 32,000 churches,
schools and other non profits. St. John’s received $190.00 in 2016.

THRIVENT MEMBERS, CHOICE DOLLARS EXPIRE MARCH 31, SO PLEASE DIRECT
YOUR DOLLARS BEFORE THE DEADLINE.
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Subject: Ten Commandments
Layman's Ten Commandments
Someone has written these beautiful words. They are like the Ten Commandments to follow at all times in life.
1. Prayer is not a "spare wheel" that you pull out when in trouble, but rather it is a
"steering wheel" that directs the right path throughout life.
2. Why is a car's windshield so large and the rear view mirror so small? It is because our
past is not as important as our future. So, look ahead and move on.
3. Friendship is like a book. It takes only a few seconds to burn, but it takes years to write.
4. All things in life are temporary. If it's going well, enjoy it, it won't last that long. If it's
going badly, don't worry, that won't last long either.
5. Old friends are gold! New friends are diamonds! If you get a diamond, don't forget the
gold! Because to hold a diamond, you always need a base of gold!
6. Often when we lose hope and think this is the end, God smiles from above and says,
"Relax, sweetheart, it's just a bend, not the end!"
7. When God solves your problems, you have faith in His abilities; when God doesn't solve
your problems, He has faith in your abilities.
8. A blind person asked St. Anthony, "Can there be anything worse than losing eye sight?"
He replied, "Yes, losing your vision!"
9. When you pray for others, God listens to you and blesses them; sometimes, when you are
safe and happy, remember that someone has prayed for you.
10. Worrying does not take away tomorrow's troubles, it takes away today's peace.
If you really enjoy this, please pass to others. It may brighten someone's day.
Submitted by Ruth Doran
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Everything I need to know, I learned from Noah's Ark.

ONE: Don't miss the boat.
TWO: Remember that we are all in the same boat!
THREE: Plan ahea...d. It wasn't raining when Noah built the Ark .
FOUR: Stay fit. When you're 60 years old, someone may ask you to do something really big.
FIVE: Don't listen to critics; just get on with the job that needs to be done.
SIX: Build your future on high ground.
SEVEN: For safety's sake, travel in pairs.
EIGHT: Speed isn't always an advantage. The snails were on board with the cheetahs.
NINE: When you're stressed, float awhile.
TEN: Remember, the Ark was built by amateurs; the Titanic by professionals.
ELEVEN: No matter the storm, when you are with God, there's always a
rainbow waiting.

LENTEN STUDY
This year during Lent, we will study Martin Luther’s Catechism.
Lenten Studies will be on the 8th, 15th, 22nd, and 29th of March
and the 5th of April at 7 o’clock pm.
Please plan on attending, Pastor Faron has very interesting and knowledgeable
studies.
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Well worth the 30 seconds to read!

{1} Once all villagers decided to pray for rain. On the day of prayer all the people gathered, but only one boy came with an umbrella. That's FAITH.
{2} When you throw babies in the air, they laugh because they know you will
catch them. That's TRUST.
{3} Every night we go to bed without any assurance of being alive the next morning, but still we set the alarms to wake up. That's HOPE.
{4} We plan big things for tomorrow in spite of zero knowledge of the future.
That's CONFIDENCE.
{5} We see the world suffering, but still we get married and have children.
That's LOVE.
{6} On an old man's shirt was written a sentence 'I am not 80 years old; I am
sweet 16 with 64 years of experience.' That's ATTITUDE.
Have a happy day and live your life like the six stories. When I was a child, I
thought nap time was punishment. Now it's like a mini-vacation.

SOUP AND SANDWICH SALE
Social Ministry hosting
VEGETABLE OR CHICKEN NOODLE SOUPS
HAM OR TURKEY SANDWICHES
FRIDAY, MARCH 17TH AND SATURDAY, MARCH 18TH.
PICK UP TIME IS
4-6 PM FRIDAY AND 10 AM-NOON ON SATURDAY
Order forms are posted on the bulletin boards or see any
Social Ministry member to order.
Contact Tina Cotner for more information
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Subj: The Moon (& God) VERY INTERESTING!
The Moon (& God) VERY INTERESTING! What was the first liquid and food consumed on the moon? I'm
betting that most are unaware of this story.
Forty-five years ago, two human beings changed history by walking on the surface of the moon. But, what
happened before Buzz Aldrin and Neil Armstrong exited the Lunar Module is perhaps even more amazing, if
only because so few people know about it. I'm talking about the fact that Buzz Aldrin took communion on the
surface of the moon. Some months after his return, he wrote about it in Guideposts magazine.
The background to the story is that Aldrin was an elder at his Presbyterian Church in Texas during this period
in his life; and, knowing that he would soon be doing something unprecedented in human history, he felt that
he should mark the occasion somehow. He asked his minister to help him, and so the minister consecrated a
communion wafer and a small vial of communion wine. Buzz Aldrin took them with him out of the Earth's orbit
and onto the surface of the moon. He and Armstrong had only been on the lunar surface for a few minutes
when Aldrin made the following public statement:
"This is the LM pilot. I'd like to take this opportunity to ask every person listening in, whoever and wherever
they may be, to pause for a moment and contemplate the events of the past few hours and to give thanks in
his or her own way." He then ended radio communication, and there, on the silent surface of the moon,
250,000 miles from home, he read a verse from the Gospel of John, and he took communion.
Here is his own account of what happened: "In the radio blackout, I opened the little plastic packages which
contained the bread and the wine. I poured the wine into the chalice our church had given me. In the onesixth gravity of the moon, the wine slowly curled and gracefully came up the side of the cup. Then I read the
scripture: 'I am the vine, you are the branches. Whosoever abides in me will bring forth much fruit . .. Apart
from me you can do nothing.'
I had intended to read my communion passage back to Earth, but at the last minute [they] had requested that
I not do this. NASA was already embroiled in a legal battle with Madelyn Murray O'Hare, the celebrated opponent of religion, over the Apollo 8 crew's reading from Genesis while orbiting the moon at Christmas. I agreed
reluctantly."
"I ate the tiny Host and swallowed the wine. I gave thanks for the intelligence and spirit that had brought two
young pilots to the Sea of Tranquility. It was interesting for me to think that the very first liquid ever poured
on the moon and the very first food eaten there were the communion elements."
"And, of course, it's interesting to think that some of the first words spoken on the moon were words of Jesus
Christ, who made the Earth and the moon - and who, in the immortal words of Dante, is Himself the "Love
that moves the Sun and other stars."
How many of you knew this? Too bad this type of news doesn't travel as fast as the bad does.
Share it if you've felt God's love.
>> February 2017 calendar structure will not occur again in your life
> time. February 2017 has:
> >>
> >> 4 Sundays,
> >> 4 Mondays,
> >> 4 Tuesdays,
> >> 4 Wednesdays,
> >> 4 Thursdays,
> >> 4 Fridays &
> >> 4 Saturdays.
> >>> >> This happens once every 823 years. This is called money bags. So send
> to at least 5 people and money will arrive within 4 days, based on Chinese
> Feng Shui. Try to send within 11 minutes of reading.

Note
I know month of Feb.
has passed but thought
this was interesting
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REMINDERS
EVERY SUNDAY- 9AM CHURCH & COMMUNION– SUNDAY SCHOOL TO FOLLOW
2017 Council Officers
Jeff Reitz, Pres., Jack Mincemoyer, Vice President, Kathi Wertman, Secretary and
Mitzi Kurtz, Treas.
Also serving are
Crystal Gutshall, Lois Rathmell, Amy Rickert, Jim Criswell and Ken Crawford

SESQUICECENTENNIAL CELEBRATION

NEW EMAIL ADDRESS for Amy,
amyrickert59@gmail.com

FIRST WEEK END IN AUG. AT
WATSONTOWN, MARK CALANDAR.
JOIN THE CHOIR. DETAILS IN LETTER
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Continuing Prayer Needed
Mrs. Gutshall, Emily Rupert, Ralph Stahlnecker, Brenda Grace, Joshua and Henry Reinsburrow,
Danny Wagner, Tina Applegate, Earl Yoder, Ken Hampe, Janet Becht, Norma Jean Herr, Betty
Valentine, and Diann Rupert.

On deck for counting the offerings Month of
MARCH Mitzi and Gene Kurtz
On deck for counting the offerings Month
of
APRIL Lyn and Jeff Reitz
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
6590 Musser Lane
Watsontown, PA 17777

