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There is a promise. A promise that we are now experiencing that has been fulfilled in the
warm days of summer that are upon us. There was a time when we were dreaming of these
days, when we were yearning for the heat that we now have. However, in these days there is
also a promise that has yet to be fulfilled. In the spring we have sown seed expecting the
coming rain. At first we were wondering if that rain would come. But with patience and the
passing of time those rains did fall and suddenly there was growth. The promise of harvest
still remains to be achieved and so again, we are taught to wait patiently for the hope that
harvest brings.
So much of what we do in our daily lives reflect the essence of our lives of faith. We plant
seeds and then wait patiently. Okay, sometimes not so patiently. After all, we want to see
the fruits of our labors and is that too much to ask? So we may become frustrated for we
wish to see things happening now.
This happened in the time of Christ. There were many Jews who looked for the Messiah, the
anointed of God. They looked for the one who would come and set things right, to throw off
the yoke of Rome. To restore the greatness of God’s people Israel. However, they people
were so focused upon the goal that they missed what was right in front of them. They
missed the reality of the Messiah in their midst, what God was doing right then and there.
So, we must learn something from the patience that we are to display and experience. We
must learn to celebrate the sprout that comes forth, to appreciate it as it reaches skyward,
watching as the tassels appear and wait for the ear to develop.
Waiting is never easy till we learn to celebrate the small things and it also teaches us that
we must never grow weary in our work as we wait. We must continue to live for God in our
worship, in our love for one another. Knowing that the Spirit will give growth in the fullness
of time while also thanking God for the little miracles that come with each day.
May this summer be a blessing of daily miracles to you all!
Shalom,
Pastor Faron
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The Communion Wafer Shot! Photo by Pastor Faron , almost full moon on
May 2, 2015.

Lessons from a window...
The journey of the year is marked upon my morning window. Each day brings with it a different angle, a different part of the window that is more favored with morning light. Each part of the window
has its time to bask in the glorious light. Yet, each
part remains a part of the other. One section is not
lesser or greater than the other, but are meant to
work as a whole window, through which, I am
blessed to see my world.

Photo above is Pastor Faron
helping at a sports event with
Jeff Reitz.

Pastor Faron May 2, 2015

Okay, that's a first in my life. I've always loved birds. People have even called me the birdman due
to the feeders I keep for my feathered friends. But while sitting in my rocker on the front porch a
bird sat right down on my cap, just sitting there on top of my head. I was so startled and amazed. I
think they're beginning to trust me or I'm channeling Saint Francis. Wow!
Pastor Faron May 24. 2015

From the
church ladies
typewriter

The
sermon this morning:
'Jesus
Walks on the Water'
The sermon tonight:'Searching
for Jesus'

Irving
Benson and Jessie Carter were
married on October 24 in the
church.
So ends a friendship that began in
their school days.
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Pastor Farons new transportation

PEDDLING PASTOR
Upon waking this morning I opened the blinds of my window to see the tiniest of spiders. It
was working so diligently, so meticulously, as it was removing a web that I imagine it had
spun the previous evening. This caused me to consider the pattern of our days. What is the
end purpose to this cycle that we live? I hear my father‟s voice saying, “Any job worth doing, should be a job well done.” Yet, every day I walk among people and share in their joy
and grief. When we are ly...ing upon our final bed awaiting what is ultimately out of our
control, what will the sum of our days and their content mean? We spend our lives where
thoughts roam through the forest of perception in our minds. Is there a reality that exists or
merely our perception of said reality? And if perception is the key to our understanding,
how simple it would seem for our perceptions to become a source of joy rather than sorrow.
So we often ruminate upon things that “once were,” that have now become faded paintings
of
perception;
a
time
when
our
hearts
would
sing.
Pastor Faron May 28, 2015

.

Look who ran in the JesVic 5 K
on June 6th! From 462 adults,
Amy placed #237, time 35.39,
Tiffany placed #104, time 24.36.
Wonderful.
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INCREASE IN CEMETERY LOTS

The Delaware Run Cemetery Association held it's annual meeting in May. It was decided to raise the price of the lots to 8 grave $1100.00, 4 grave, $650.00, 2 grave
$425.00 plus $25.00 if the lot is along the road. Cremation garden lot 24x24 $100.00.
In comparison we are still much lower than other cemeteries. Lots are available on
the West side of the road. If you have questions you may ask the officers, Barbara,
Doris or Merle. The board members are Fred Bomboy, Luther Gutshall, Betty Snyder,
Glenn & Ginny Wertman & Alta Mae Aunkst Whitmoyer.
PROJECT LINUS CENTRAL SUSQUEHANNA VALLEY CHAPTER
Our Motto: A Project Linus blanket is a big hug when you need it most.
Our Mission: Project Linus is a 100% volunteer nonprofit national organization
with a two fold mission. Our mission is to provide love, a sense of security,
warmth and comfort to children who are seriously ill, traumatized, or otherwise
in need, through the gifts of BRIGHT NEW, HANDMADE, WASHABLE blankets,
quilts and afghans, lovingly created by volunteeer ―Blanketeeers‖. Blankets are
distributed within each chapter’s local area; in our case the central Susquehanna
Valley. Blankets are for children infant to age 18. Some suggested sizes are
Baby: 40‖ X 40‖

Toddlers: 45‖ X 50‖ to 52‖

Kids: 45‖ X 60 ―

Preteen: 45‖ X 60 ― to 65‖ Teen: 45‖ X 72‖

LINUS BLANKET PROJECT—
SOCIAL MINISTRY wants to complete 200 blankets to help celebrate the
Bi-Centennial year of our church. We need help of all our congregation to
complete this project. We have 60 blankets completed. Some made on the
first Tuesday of the month, others bring made at home by members who are
crocheting or quilting them. If you are unable to help, a donation of the
blanket kits or monetary donation would be greatly appreciated. With God’s
help, we will accomplish this endeavor.

Norma Jean Herr
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Debbie Heater fell and broke her arm. Doris Bomboy related heart surgery. Nancy
Gay is recuperation from shoulder surgery.
On May 4th and 5th, the carpet was cleaned and the Social Hall floor scrubbed and re
-waxed. A beautiful job done.
Carl Snyder on May 14th had a chain saw incident to his leg. 3 stitches inside and
on the leg, causing swelling, blood clot and infection. Week later a kidney stone.
Sandy Snyder has suffered with many kidney stones.
Diane Rupert has been in and out of hospital several times, now is at Watsontown
Rehab. Marion and Joe Yeager are in Kramms Milton, Joe rm 49, Marion rm 74.
Fellowship meal May 28th was attended by Brittany Seagle Mailleue, Sam and their
son, Malcolm. Also Rev. Robert Berger was with them. Brittany is step daughter of
Pastor Jill and daughter of Pastor Doug Seagle. Sam plans to attend Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary fall of 2015, where Pastor Faron went.
No prior announcement was made for the work night June 9th at the cemetery, only
by phone calls and we had a wonder full night of things done in the cemetery. A
BIG THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HELPED. If interested for the next time, tell Carl or
Ginny and we will call you.
A BIG THANK YOU TO BRIAN COTNER, CARL SNYDER, RALPH HEATER AND
HUNTER SIMPSON FOR REPLACING WIREING IN THE HANGING LIGHTS OF THE
SANCTUARY. WAS DONE TO PREVENT PROBLEMS IN THE FUTURE.
SUMMER SUNDAY HYMN SING AND ICE CREAM SUNDAES WILL BE HELD
SUNDAY JULY 26, 2015 2:00 P.M.
There was 52 cakes taken to the Watsontown carnival grounds from our church.

A dime has 118 ridges around the edge. A cat has 32 muscles in each ear. A crocodile cannot stick out
its tongue. A dragonfly has a life span of 24 hours. A goldfish has a memory span of three seconds.
Jeans new address & phone

Jean Crawford, Room 7A
Wolf Run
3750 Rt. 220 Highway
Hughesville , PA 17737
Phone 570-584-5611

Does anyone have pictures of members in WW1 & WW11 or any
military uniforms? I don’t have much on those time frames and
would love a picture montage of veterans of each war for the
history.
Thank you-Kathi Wertman
Originals will be copied and
Returned.

Peace be with you. Ginny

THANKS TO ALL FOR MANY THINGS DONE BEHIND THE SCENE.

8 outside. Jean Pfleegor had hand surgery. Glenn Wertman was kicked by a heifer
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S u b j e c t :
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C h u r c h

Four
worms
and
a
lesson
to
be
learned
!!!!A
minister decided that a visual demonstration would add emphasis to his
Sunday sermon. Four worms were placed into four separate jars. The first
worm was put into a container of alcohol. The second worm was put into
a container of cigarette smoke. The third worm was put into a container
of chocolate syrup. The fourth worm was put into a container of good
clean soil. At the conclusion of the sermon, the Minister reported the
following results:The first worm in alcohol ...Dead . The second worm
in cigarette smoke ... Dead . Third worm in chocolate syrup ... Dead .
Fourth worm in good clean soil ...Alive…So the Minister asked the
congregation, "What did you learn from this demonstration? "Maxine was
sitting in the back, quickly raised her hand and said "As long as you
drink, smoke and eat chocolate, you won't have worms! "That pretty much
ended the service!

Nathan Morrison named to JMU president's list
Lewisburg, PA resident, Nathan James Morrison, has been named to the president's list at James Madison University for the spring 2015 semester. Students
who earn president's list honors must carry at least 12 graded credit hours and
earn a GPA of 3.900 or above. Morrison is a senior whose major is Biology BS. Nathan is in Pittsburg this summer taking a class in organic chemistry, something he needs
for his major.
Grandson of Jane Morrison

CONGRATULATIONS GRADULATES
Angela Grace Maneval, Warrior Run High school
Nicholas Roberts, Muncy High School
Kathryn Mingle, Penn Tech
Carla Mincemoyer, Bloomsburg University
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Look who
was here at
St. John’s on
Tues. May
26, 2015!!!

WNEP 16 wanted to get a story
about the Tornado that went
through our area on May 31,
1985. Brittany Bower, the cute
little weather girl on the weekends at Channel 16 did the interview with Barbara Russell
and Carl Snyder. Others there
for support were Betty Snyder,
Glenn, Terry & Ginny Wertman
and Pastor Faron.

Was shown on the newscast at 5:30, Friday May
29th.
Read comment on
Page 8
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I ask Brittany how she choose our area. Looking back over how tornado’s travel, she found the path that this one took would be nice to report on. Kathi had
several pictures of the church damage taken before any work began , these
were e-mailed to Brittany, that is why she mentioned the pictures.
After watching the story on Channel 16, I e-mailed Brittany and complimented
her for doing an excellent job, and what she responded follows this.
GW

Hi Ginny,
Thank you for the compliments and the pictures! It was a busy few days putting it together but it came along nicely, I may also put together another story for Sunday since it is the actual anniversary.
Please thank everyone at the church for me again. It was great meeting everyone!
Brittany Boyer
May 29, 2015

Brittany did have another story on the 6 A.M.& P.M. news Sunday, May 31st.
I recently learned that the cross on the steeple formerly faced the road until it was twisted
by an F4 tornado.
Pastor Faron
I did not know this either, I wonder as you are reading this, did you know about the cross?
Remember what the church looked like after the tornado?
GW
GW
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THE MENGES FAMILY OF ST. JOHN’S

The ship Albany, Robert Brown, master, arrived in Philadelphia on September 2, 1749,
carrying 109 passengers. Among those taking the Oath of Allegiance was Johann Conrad
Menges. The oath was given at the courthouse.
„We, Subscribers, Natives and late Inhabitants of the Palatinate upon the Rhine & Places adjacent, having transported ourselves and Families into this Province of Pennsylvania Colony subject to the Crown of Great Britain in hopes and expectations of finding a Retreat and
peaceable Settlement therein, Do Solemnly promise and Engage, that We will be faithful and
bear true Allegiance to his present Majesty King George The Second and Successors, Kings of
Great Britain, and will be faithful to the Proprietor of this Province; and that we will demean
ourselves peaceable to all His said Majesties Subjects, and strictly observe and conform to the
Laws of England and of this Province, to the utmost of our Power and best of our understanding.”
During the period 1777-1778 Conrad Menges enrolled in the Berks County Battalion of
the Pennsylvania Militia. He served no active duty however, and in fact failed to report for the
mustering. He paid fines of money and farm products for not appearing. Conrad operated a
still to produce whiskey through the years of 1780 to 1784.
Conrad moved to Turbot Township, Northumberland County before his death in 1813.
He married Anna Catherine Bechtel and had eight children. After Anna’s death he married
Ana Maria and had four more children, one of whom was Solomon Menges. Conrad is buried
at the Follmer Lutheran Church, Ana Maria (Mary) is buried at St. John’s.
Solomon Menges was born March 19, 1792 and died April 13, 1841 at the young age of
49. He was a cooper by trade but followed farming most of his life. Coopers were artisans
who built barrels, buckets, butter churns and casks. He was also a carpenter and helped to
build many of the local churches. He was twice commissioned as captain of the Pennsylvania
Militia. He was a Lutheran council member in 1831. He married Catherine Barnhart and they
had seven children-Elizabeth, John, Samuel B, Solomon, Susan, Daniel and William.
William, their son, ran the planning mill in Montgomery, along with Henderson, Hull
and Company. In 1862 he enlisted in the 131st Penna. Volunteers and later in the 47th. He is
buried at Fairview Cemetery in Montgomery.
His brother, Samuel, also served in the 131st Regiment. Samuel is buried at St John’s along
with 8 other members of the Menges family.
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In the early morning hours on Monday, November 23, 1918 many residents the village of Dewart awoke to a noise
they never heard before. The train track ran through the center of the town but most was used to the rocking
sound of the cars going along the track. On this morning the train had just passed through at its usual time when a
minute or two later there was a horrendous crash.

Photo by Nelson Caulkins
The eastbound and westbound trains had collided head on near the town. Immediately after the collision
the wreck caught on fire and most of the valley near Dewart was filled “with the black smoke of burning oil”, preventing the wreck crew from cleaning up the debris. The next day the Williamsport Grit carried the article:

Two Giant Locomotives Crashed
Together in the Darkness
-------HORRORS OF FIRE ADDED
-------As Cars of Oil Were Ignited and Dense
Smoke Enveloped All With Black
Pall-Wright, Cox, Kinley, the
Williamsport Dead
---------

Continue page 11
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Six freight service employees of the Pennsylvania Railroad, three of them residents of Williamsport,
were killed and three men, all residents of this city, were injured in a freight wreck on the Pennsylvania railroad near Delaware Run, a mile west of Dewart, at about 4:15 o’clock yesterday morning. The dead are
Glenn F Wright, 860 Park Ave, engineer west bound train; David R Kinley, 630Louisa Street, conductor,
westbound train; H. O. Cox, 639 Seventh Ave, fireman; D. F. Boxheimer (?), Sunbury, fireman eastbound
train; James W Duff, Sunbury, engineer eastbound train; Alfred H Seese, Northumberland, brakeman eastbound train. The injured; C. L. Miller, 344 East 4th street, brakeman westbound train, back slightly injured;
C. H. Raedel, this city, brakemen westbound train, left leg fractured, and J. E. Lemmons, this city, flagman
westbound train, ribs broken. The only persons on the trains which met with head on collision who escaped
uninjured were J. W. St. Claire, conductor; F. H. Blough, flagman and J. F. Cope, brakeman, all of Sunbury,
who were sitting in the caboose of the eastbound train.
Horrible and Spectacular
The wreck at Dewart is asserted by railroad men to have been one of the most destructive and at the
same time the most spectacular that has occurred in the Williamsport division in recent years.
What does this horrible catastrophe have to do with St. John‟s Church? Alfred Harold Seese, the
brakeman for the eastbound train who lost his life in the accident, was born June 10, 1893 at Montgomery,
Pa., a twin son of Robert M and Mary C (Chrissie) Strickland Seese. He married Alice Ingram around 19101911 and they had 4 children. June 6, 1917, Alfred registered with the draft board, but never had the chance
to fight in the Great War. Alvin, Alfred‟s twin brother, signed up the day before. Little did Alice know
that her young husband, who was only 25 years old, would not be home that day. His death certificate states
his body was “charred and mangled”. He was buried at Wildwood cemetery.
His father, Robert, was born in Dewart May 30, 1862, the son of John B and Caroline Smith Sees, the
oldest of 14 children. His mother, Chrissie Strickland (2nd wife of John) was born September 29, 1876, the
daughter of Lewis and Catherine Nicholas Strickland. Catherine was Merle Nicholas‟ great great aunt. Robert was a farmer who settled in South Williamsport. Robert died in 1935 at the age of 72 and is buried at
Wildwood.
John B Sees, Robert‟s father, was born June 22, 1840 on the Sees farm, now part of Spring Lake Village on Seagrave Road. He was the son of Samuel and Martha Garnhart Sees, who were active members of
St. John‟s. The farm was later owned by Ward and Julia Hartranft. By 1864 the Civil War had been raging
for 3 years. John and his wife had 2 young children-one, joseph, was a newborn in January. February 24,
1864 John B was recruited into the 7th Pa Cavalry, Company D. After serving 19 months he was discharged
at Macon, Ga. August 23, 1865. John was a farmer in Lewis township and eventually moved to Washingtonville. He and his wife are buried at St. John‟s.
Samuel Sees, father of John B, was born around 1810. He married Martha Garnhart, daughter of
Baltzar and Anna Eshbach Garnhart. Martha‟s family lived on the Garnhart homestead at Sinking Springs,
now Bushberry Farm.
Samuel and Martha had 6 children. After Martha‟s death in 1846 he remarried Elizabeth Hutchinson
and had 2 more children. Samuel died in 1887 at the age of 77 and is buried in McEwensville. His 2nd wife
Elizabeth died in 1892 at the age of 83. Both wives are buried at McEwensville.
Baltzar and Anna Eshbach Garnhart, parents of Martha, were members of the church and are buried
at St. John‟s.
Thus explains the connections of a “horrific” train wreck and the River Church.

REMINDERS
EVERY SUNDAY- 9AM CHURCH & COMMUNION– SUNDAY SCHOOL TO FOLLOW

2015 COUNCIL MEMBERS
Ralph Heater, President, Jack Mincemoyer, Vice President . Lori Maneval,
Secretary, Mitzi Kurtz, Financial Treasurer, Crystal Gutshall, Dave Roberts, Carl Snyder,
Linda Salvatori, Jeff Reitz and Emmitt Reynolds

Please speak with any of the above at any time concerning the work and ministry of our congregation. Meetings are usually held the 4th Tuesday of the month at 7pm. You are always
welcome to attend meetings, as almost all of what we do is open to all members. Only elected
council persons can vote though.
From the church ladies typewriter

Please
place your donation in the envelope along with the deceased person you want
remembered.
July
Audrey and

OFFERING COUNTERS

Max Beck

August
Amy Rickert
Carl Snyder

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
6590 Musser Lane
Watsontown, PA 17777

Hope you had a good July 4th

