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March/April Newsletter
I want to thank you all for being a good congregation to work with. I have been to many congregational meetings and gatherings to talk about issues, and our conversation on February 16
was healthy and helpful. I know there were many things floating around on the “scuttlebutt”
circuit, all of which needed to be aired out in a healthy conversation. And we did it. Thank
you.
We talked about the Call process, then talked about the financial concerns shared about calling
a Pastor. I shared the costs of calling a Pastor (salary, benefits, mileage, but not the parsonage or other church expenses) range from about $48,000 to about $61,000. This is for a first
call person. Variables include the candidate’s age, and if he/she is married and/or has children.
That’s a big variation in cost, mostly due to insurance costs. Yes, many places don’t cover insurance anymore, but we still do in the church, especially for first call folks. If we don’t feel
we can afford to call a pastor of our own, we could look for a partner congregation and share a
Pastor. Not what many want, but a viable option that allows us to keep on working in Jesus’
name here.
Some of the concerns raised at Council and at our meeting on February 16 th were financial. In
2013, we missed our budgeted amount by $30,000. We also under-spent by more than that, so
ended the year in the black. If we had to continue paying a full time pastor and giving had
stayed the same, we would have seriously dipped into our savings. Worship attendance is down,
as is our weekly giving. Some attribute this to not having a called pastor, others aren’t so sure.
If we are to call our own full time Pastor, our giving will need to go up by at least 25%. That
will come from those who have been “away” who might come back when we call someone, and
from those who remain who step up in their giving. We don’t give to a budget, but give in response to what God has given. The Biblical mandate is 10% of income (I always specify gross
income, for God doesn’t do deductions!). I encourage all Christians to grow in their giving even
by 1/2 or 1 percent a year to get to the 10% level. And that giving should be there regardless
of if we have a called Pastor or even whether or not you like them.
Good News talked about is that we shouldn’t only assume a lack of growth. A new Pastor brings
new excitement for all of us. There are no first-call Pastors out there who come with superhero capes to save the day. But we all know people who don’t go to worship and can invite them!
Then, when we do have visitors, we can greet them and welcome them warmly even if they sit in
our pew or want to do the job we always do! And we do this not to pay our bills, but to reach
more people with the Gospel! Pastors help churches grow, but can’t do it without faithful,
friendly folks to help! We can call a Pastor, but must commit to at least 3 years of compensation at least at synod minimums. That might mean dipping into savings the first year, but expecting us all to help this family of faith grow in our serving Jesus and in numbers.
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There were obviously some pretty passionate people in the room who had strong feelings about
this topic. We talked well, and listened well. In the end, we all had a lot to think about concerning St. John’s future. I think those on one side heard the other side more clearly. We
have much to think about, pray about, and ponder. But soon we must act. Council will be discussing this more at our upcoming meetings. Please talk with your council persons about how
you feel about these issues. Our next meeting is on Feb 25, and again on March 25.

Just so you know:
Council met briefly after our gathering on the 16th, and approved the Ministry Site Profile for
St John’s. A copy will be posted on the bulletin board once the corrections are made and a
copy run off. It also goes to the Synod Office, so that the Bishop has this for considering
candidates for us. Council also affirmed the Worship and Music Committee’s recommendation that St John’s not have Ash Wednesday or Holy Week evening services this year.
These will be resumed upon calling a Pastor.
If you are looking for an Ash Wednesday service, you are welcome to attend at First Lutheran
in Watsontown (4th and Main) or at Holy Spirit (on Route 44 between McEwensville and Turbotville). Both will have services beginning at 7pm including Holy Communion and the Imposition of
Ashes. On Wednesdays during Lent both Holy Spirit and First will have soup suppers beginning
at 6pm, with worship at 7pm. First will be celebrating Evening Prayer/Vespers. Holy Spirit will
have a different order of worship using the theme of World Hunger. Both congregations will
have Holy Week services on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday at 7pm. First will also have an
Easter Vigil on Saturday. (Not sure what time this one will be, so watch for details.) Our
Easter Sunday worship will be at 7am, with breakfast following worship.
Reminder: Your Council Members:
Brian Cotner

Crystal Gutshall

Ralph Heater (Pres)

Buddy Herr

Mitzi Kurtz (Treas)

Lori Maneval

Jack Mincemoyer (VP)

Lyn Reitz (Sec)

Dave Roberts

Carl Snyder

Pastor Dan May, Interim

Please speak with any of the above at any time concerning the work and ministry of our congregation. Meetings are usually held the 4th Tuesday of the month at 7pm. You are always welcome to attend meetings, as almost all of what we do is open to all members. Only elected
council persons can vote though.
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At our meeting on January 11th, we talked a lot about evangelism, about inviting
others to worship or other events at St John’s, and about those who haven’t
come to worship. As I headed back to Holy Spirit that afternoon, I thought it
might be helpful to give a few pointers on HOW to talk with folks, how to bring
up the invitation to worship or other events here. Here are a few ideas:
Think about who isn’t here. Some questions to ask when you call on them:
-Hey, we’ve missed you, are you OK? (If no, “can we pray for you?”)
-Can I give you the Interim Pastor’s name and number so you can call him, or
can I call him for you?
-We would love to see you back at worship! Can I pick you up this Sunday?
-Is there something we should know at the church about why you haven’t
been here?
(If they are willing, be prepared to hear some difficult or personal
conversation—don’t feel a need to defend, just listen and affirm, correct
bad information if possible.)
Things to say to potential members:
-Would love to see you at worship some—can I pick you up?
-Have you ever been to a Lutheran Worship service? Well, come, and sit by
me and I’ll guide you through it (Also a good thing to say to a visitor at church!)
-Why don’t you come to one of our dinners and I’ll introduce you to a few
people I know. -Come to our (whatever event is coming up) and meet some of
the church folks.
Please remember, we invite people not to help pay our bills, but because of the
saving love and grace of God as shared with us in Jesus. We seek to share that
same love and grace with others. If you are only inviting them so they can help
pay our bills, please do us all a favor and don’t ask anyone. They’ll see right
through your invite and never get here. But if it is to share the love of Jesus,
you might be amazed at how people will respond.
Pastor Dan May
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THE PASTOR’S CAT

Have you heard the story about the pastor who had a kitten that climbed up a tree in
his backyard and then was afraid to come down. The pastor coaxed, offered warm
milk, etc., but the kitty would not come down. The tree was not sturdy enough to
climb, so the pastor decided that if he tied a rope to his car and drove away so that
the tree bent down, he could reach up and get the kitten.
That’s what he did, all the while checking his progress in the car. He then figured if he
went just a little bit further forward, the tree would be bent sufficiently for him to reach
the kitten. But as he moved the car a little further forward, the rope broke, the tree
went “bong!” and the kitten instantly sailed through the air-out of sight.
The pastor felt terrible. He walked all over the neighborhood asking people if they’d
seen a little kitten. No. Nobody had seen a stray kitten. So he prayed, “Lord, I just
commit this kitten to your keeping,” and went on about his business.
A few days later he was at the grocery store, and met one of his church members. He
happened to look into her shopping cart and was amazed to see cat food. This
woman was a cat hater and everyone knew it, so he asked her, “Why are you buying
cat food when you hate cats so much?”
She replied, “You won’t believe this,,” and then told him how her little girl had been
begging her for a cat, but she kept refusing. Then a few days before, the child had
begged again, so the Mom finally told her little girl, “Well, if God gives you a cat, I’ll let
you keep it.” She continued, “I watched my child go out into the back yard, get down
on her knees to pray, and, really, Pastor, if I hadn’t seen it with my own eyes, a kitten
suddenly came flying out of the clear blue sky and landed right in front of her!”
CHECK THE CHURCH WEB SITE OUT IF YOU HAVE A COMPUTER, IT IS NEAT.

NEW! Our new church website has launched January 1, 2014. It
contains helpful information related to our church including service
information, calendar of events, staff listing, and much
more. Check it out… http://stjohnsriverchurch.org/
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Well, we made it through the Holidays, we made it through the record breaking
cold weather with a lot of marshmallow frosting. Strange winter, but now we
will be looking forward to the beginning of Lent and the Easter season & spring.
Jolly Helpers made $2362.87 selling Christmas candy. Thanks for all the help.
Will be making Easter candy in March. Appreciate your help whenever you can.
Betty Mincemoyer was in hospital several days beginning of Jan. She has been
attending church and S.S. which we are glad to see happening.
Jan. 11th meeting with Pastor May was attended by 13. More info elsewhere.
Jan. 12th, installation of new council members, Crystal Gutshall, Lori Maneval,
Ralph Heater, Jack Mincemoyer and Carl Snyder.
Behind the scenes, one of many things that Carl Snyder does, visits the church
everyday to make sure everything is working. Much thanks to him for his faithful service. Many thanks to snow plowers, Ralph, Carl and Scott Maneval.
After the church service on Feb. 2nd, a flock of turkeys were seen in middle of
field from the parking lot. Among the people standing outside, came the calling
gobble sound just like a turkey. Well, the turkeys heard it and they started coming. Point is, if you hunters need a real turkey caller, ask (Carol.)
Dick Witmer and Frank Marquardt are at Watsontown Rehab., rooming together.
Deb Heater is home after having surgery on her back from a terrible fall.

Our

thoughts and prayers are with these and all others confined.

We had a special visitor watching over the fellowship
meal. Came along with Francine. 115 meals served.

The dessert ladies.
Peace be with you. Ginny
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HOW THE INTERNET STARTED (according to the Bible)…
In ancient Israel , it came to pass that a trader by the name of Abraham Com did take
unto himself a healthy young wife by the name of Dorothy. And Dot Com was a
comely woman, Large of breast, broad of shoulder and long of leg. Indeed, she was
often called Amazon Dot Com. And she said unto Abraham, her husband, “Why dost
thou travel so far from town to town with thy goods when thou canst trade without ever
leaving thy tent?” And Abraham did look at her as though she were several saddle
bags short of a camel load, but simply said How, dear?” And Dot replied, “I will place
drums in all the towns and drums in between to send messages saying what you have
for sale, and they will reply telling you who hath the best price. The sale can be made
on the drums and delivery made by Uriah’s Pony Stable (UPS).” Abraham thought
long and decided he would let Dot have her way with the drums. And the drums rang
out and were an immediate success. Abraham sold all the goods he had at the top
price, without ever having to move from his tent. To prevent neighboring countries
from overhearing what the drums were saying, Dot devised a system that only she
and the drummers knew. It was know as Must Send Drum Over Sound (MSDOS),
and she also developed a language to transmit ideas and pictures—Hebrew To The
People (HTTP). And the young men did take to Dot Com’s trading as doth the greedy
horsefly take to camel dung. They were called Nomadic Ecclesiastical Rich Dominican Sybarites, or NERDS. And lo, the land was so feverish with joy at the new riches
and the deafening sound of drums that no one noticed that the real riches were going
to that enterprising drum dealer, Brother William of Gates, who bought off every drum
maker in the land. Indeed he did insist on drums to be made that would work only
with Brother Gates’ drumheads and drumsticks. And Dot did say, “Oh, Abraham, what
we have started is being taken over by others.” And Abraham looked out over the Bay
of Ezekiel, or eBay as it came to be known. He said, “We need a name that reflects
what we are.” And Dot replied, “Young Ambitious Hebrew Owner Operators.”
“YAHOO,” said Abraham. And because it was Dot’s idea, they named it YAHOO Dot
Com. Abraham’s cousin, Joshua, being the young Gregarious Energetic Educated
Kid (GEEK) that he was, soon started using Dot’s drums to locate things around the
country side. It soon became known as God’s Own Official Guide to Locating Everything (GOOGLE).
That is how it all began.
And that’s the truth..
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Samantha Klingler has worked with and shown animals every year starting at a very young age. The word “showing” means traveling to Fairs in
the surrounding area. She has to train and groom the animals to “show”
before judges in arenas . Her latest was attending the PA Farm Show
in Harrisburg, taking 3 animals, a mother, daughter and granddaughter.
Sammi won first place in Jr. Champion Youth Show and first place in
Reserved Champion Open Show and also won a second place. Sammi has
numerous ribbons to display for her efforts. She has traveled to Illinois in 2011, Oklahoma in 2012, Oregon in 2013 and will go to Wisconsin
2014 to be on a Dairy Quiz Bowl for the National Guernsey Convention
and the team was unbeaten for two years. Attends State Guernsey
Convention each year in Bedford, PA. Since 8 years old, has been a 4-H
member. She is a senior at Warrior Run and plans on attending a college majoring in Animal Science. Sammi is also on the Honor Roll at
Warrior Run. CONGRATULATIONS TO SAMMI. (Granddaughter of
Betty & Carl Snyder.)
CONGRATULATIONS to Zachary Snyder, of Mechanicsburg, for being named on the Dean’s list at Maryland Institute College of Arts,
Baltimore, MD. (Grandson of Betty & Carl Snyder.)
CONGRATULATIONS to Nathan Morrison of Lewisburg, for being
named to the president’s list at James Madison University, Harrisonburg, VA for the fall 2013 semester. Students who earn president’s
list honors must carry at least 12 graded credit hours and earn a GPA
of 3.900 or above. Nathan is a junior whose major is Biology.
(Grandson of Jane Morrison.)
CONGRATULATIONS to Taylor Anspach, graduated from Lycoming
College, Summa Cum Laude with a bachelor's degree in Biology. (He is
Troy's son, Martin and Sharon Anspach’s grandson, Jean Crawford’s
great grandson.)
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It was Palm Sunday but because of a sore throat, 5-year-old Johnny stayed
home from church with a sitter. When the family returned home, they were carrying several palm fronds. Johnny asked them what they were for.
"People held them over Jesus' head as he walked by," his father told him.
"Wouldn't you know it," Johnny fumed, "the one Sunday I don't go and he
shows up."
A TRUE STORY

Several weeks ago a couple was awakened very early one morning by the sound of
a chicken crowing. Checking this out, they found a rooster in their yard. At
night it roosts in their pine tree. Seems borough and neighbors do not mind.
They put feed and water out for it and have named him McGee. The wife is looking for a home for it, but, her husband has become attached to him. No, dinner
is not an option for him. Many weeks later, has been caught and
taken to a farm. Strange part of this is the couple live on 8th
street in Watsontown, and no clue as to how he got there.
Vicky Hesman, daughter of Gerald and Sarah Shambach graduated from Kaplin
University February 1, 2014 with a Masters of Science in Accounting with concentration in Finance with a GPA of 3.92
In June, 2008 she graduated from DeVry University with a Bachelor of Science
in Business Administration with concentration in Operation Management. She
graduated Summa Cum Laude with a GPA of 3.94
We are very proud of her for these accomplishments. CONGRATULATIONS
Sarah Cotner dressed as an Egyptian for the
6th grade Egyptian Days school project.
Picture on the right is Sarah with a Pyramid
cake complete with gold treasures. Was a
team effort with her parents helping. (Very
pretty in color.)
Congratulations to Sarah being named on the
Honor Roll at Warrior Run. She is in the 6th
grade.

Sunday

March 2

March 9

March 16

March 23

March 30

April 6

April 13

April 20

April 27
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Sunday Morning Worship Assistants
Acolyte

Greeters

Tape Ministry

Ushers

Curtis Miller

Jean Fleeger &
John Beck

Ken Crawford

Martin Anspach
John Beck

Ginny Wertman

Martin Anspach
John Beck

Ken Crawford

Linda Salvatori
Lowell Gay

Ginny Wertman

Linda Salvatori
Lowell Gay

Ken Crawford

Gerald Shambach
Max Beck

Ginny Wertman

Gerald Shambach
Max Beck

Ken Crawford

Emmett Reynolds
Carl Snyder

Ginny Wertman

Emmett Reynolds
Carl Snyder

Divya Reitz

Sarah Cotner

Curtis Miller

Divya Reitz

Sarah Cotner

Curtis Miller

Divya Reitz

Sarah Cotner

Bonnie Hoyler

Buddy Herr &
Roxann Emick
Gene & Mitzi Kurtz

Jack & Vickie
Mincemoyer
Jeff & Lyn Reitz

Emmett & Virginia Reynolds
Stanley & Barbara Russell

David & Charlotte Roberts

Jeff Reitz & Brian Cotner
Ken Crawford

A SIGHT TO BEHOLD
It was Christmas Eve, the candles snuffed out, the Service had come to an end. I was
filled with the warmth of an inspiring Service and the fellowship with members.
As my son and I left the church, he told me when he had gone out to start our vehicles, he had
seen a family pull in and walk up to the Manger Scene. Moving quickly through the windy bitter
cold temperature of 18 degrees, we heard a voice speaking. Stopping to look up, we observed
three children huddled in close around the Manger with the mother knelling by the light reading the Christmas Story from her bible. It sounded like the passage from Luke. We hurried
on past not wishing to intrude upon their worship.
Driving slowly home, I was filled with emotions and made humble by the scene I had witnessed. Questions raced through my mind. Who was this family? Were they just traveling
through to another destination? Were they a local family without a church? Was this a family tradition? The most important question came last. Would I have stood out in a bitter cold
windy night to Celebrate the birth of our Lord?
Witnessed and written by Norma Jean Herr

REMINDERS
EVERY SUNDAY- 9AM CHURCH & COMMUNION– SUNDAY SCHOOL TO FOLLOW
St. John’s will not have Ash Wed. or Holy week evening services. Attend
Holy Spirit.
EASTER SUNDAY worship service will be at 7 A.M. , with
breakfast following the worship service.
Watch the bulletin for details about our Bible Study. We might take a break through
Lent, or maybe not. You are always welcome to join in whenever you can!
DEADLINE TO DIRECT CHOICE DOLLARS FOR 2013 WITH THRIVANT IS MARCH
31ST. TRY TO TAKE CARE OF THIS, EVERY LITTLE BIT ADDS UP.

MONEY COUNTERS

MARCH

RALPH STAHLNECKER

APRIL

RALPH HEATER

BUDDY HERR

EMMETT REYNOLDS

ROXANN EMICK

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
6590 Musser Lane
Watsontown, PA 17777

