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From Pastor

If things don’t go my way, will they still turn out okay? It’s an interesting question and one that I found myself
pondering upon Sunday, the fourth. I found myself walking my dog through the falling snow wondering how many
would venture out for worship. I had spent considerable time in preparation as pastors do, but with the falling
snow and the possibility of few coming to worship, did the time I spent in preparation really matter?
In the years I have been here I have watched the congregation work together, rise to challenges, walk with God
through those challenges, and through all of this, the congregation remains. But are we called to do more than
just remain? What does it mean to thrive as a Christian?
So much of thriving has to do with how we face the things that come, how we face adversity, and how we rise
above those things praising God through it all. In light of the circumstances that Sunday morning it would be a
total waste of time to be upset or even disappointed should no one come to worship. For even if I made the choice
to be upset, and that is certainly a choice when we are, what would it have changed? Would anything be accomplished by being upset? The answer is simply, NO IT WOULD NOT. The snow would not have stopped. People
would not have changed their decisions. The church would not be full. The only thing different is that my blood
pressure would have possibly been elevated. Therefore, this is why things don’t bother me to the point that I become upset. Being upset is a waste of time and energy that could be better used in praising and thanking God for
all things, even the snow.
Our perspective, our viewpoint, should always be one of praising God regardless of what occurs. And this is so because we are children of God, of the Most High. As God’s children, we are changed and the way we see life, the
way we respond to life, the way we face things in our day to day life is changed as well.
While on internship I made an odd request to our church secretary. I asked that she misspelled a word in the bulletin. For one thing, sometimes we make much more of things than we should. I believe the cliché is “Mountains out
of mole hills.” The secretary asked why I would make such a request and I told her I was curious about whether
people read their bulletins. Then she asked what about the people who would blame her. Well, first of all, Christians should never be about blaming anyone, we should be about forgiving. For the scriptures often teach that if
we do not forgive, we shall not be forgiven. THINK ABOUT THAT! If that doesn’t get your attention, I don’t
know what will. I find it actually somewhat frightening. So much so, that I often pray to God to give me a forgiving heart. Lord, let me forgive before any offense occurs or before any offense is taken. That should be our
prayer, but more than a prayer. It should be our way of life.
I will always be as offended as I choose to be. I will always be upset as I make my mind up to be. I will be angry
when I choose. I will either allow my emotions to control me or, as a rational human being and by the grace of God,
I will control my emotions instead of them controlling me. I will live the prayer that I repeat every morning. Father forgive them, for they know not what they do.
With that prayer on our lips and in our heart, nothing can shake us. Nothing can do us harm. For as surely as people may gossip, scoff, mock, and commits all sorts of treachery, nothing can touch our souls for they belong to
God alone. Learning to walk in this way is what gave the saints of the church peace. It’s the reason that Stephen
prayed for forgiveness for those who were stoning him. That peace is yours for the taking.
Pastor Faron
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The congregation was blessed to welcome Quinzel Heider and celebrate her Holy Baptism into Christ with her mom and dad, Amanda and
Joe Heider. What a blessing to know and have them among us as we
look forward to watching Quin grow in the grace of Almighty God.
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St. John’s worship service and Sunday school for tomorrow is
cancelled due to the amount of ice. Stay home, read the scriptures, pray, stay safe and warm. Please spread the word, no
service tomorrow. Blessings!
Jan. 13.2018 from Pastor Faron for
Sunday Jan. 14, 2018
(Parking lot covered with ice.)

These two announcements were on face book plus members were called.

St. John's Lutheran Church, Delaware Run
· January 13 at 3:59pm ·
Due to icy conditions on the property and forecasted low and wind chills tonight, St. John's has decided to
cancel all services for Sunday, January 14, 2018. Stay warm and stay safe!

Thank you to those who have worked to try and clear/de-ice the parking lots today!
Thanks to everyone that has been supporting Brian Palmer, missionary to Liberia. A
total of $1,765.00 was sent in 2017.

LAUGH OF THE DAY

Thrivent members, please check your
Choice Dollars before the end of March.
Every little bit helps.

CONGRATULATIONS
Samantha Klingler graduated from
Berry College, Rome ,Georgia Dec. 8
with a degree in Animal Science.
She has accepted a position in
Carlyle, Illinois Best of luck to her.
(NOT SURE ABOUT THIS.)
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Rest eternal grant Elaine, O Lord; and let light perpetual
shine upon her. Amen. (Jan. 10, 2018)
St. Johns congregation express sympathy to families of Elaine Klingler and
Bob Kilgus Sr.

Eternal rest grant to Bob, O Lord; and let light perpetual
shine upon him. Amen. (Jan. 15, 2018)

Pastor Faron surely had a rough week preparing
for the services, and they were done very well.

Was a rough , sad
and busy week for
friends and members
of St. John’s. After
the service for Bob on
Friday, a meal was
served and after the
service for Elaine on
Sat., a meal was
served . Church was
full for both services,
expressing their caring for the families.
Some of us attended
a third service Tues.
for Wanda Deitrick,
a former member of
St. John’s held at
Friendship Baptist .
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God blesses the congregation
once again with new chalices for
Christ’s Holy Meal. These are
purchased with memorial funds
that were given in memory of
Brenda Grace at the request of
her family. We thank God for
Brenda and her enduring faithfulness to the congregation
while teaching for many years.
Now we can reflect on her loving
example each Sunday when we
celebrate the Holy Eucharist.
It was a very touching and moving tribute to Brenda as Pastor
Faron called the family forward
to lay hands upon the new chalices along with all the members
of the congregation who desired
to participate while the prayers
of blessing and consecration
were offered. It truly gave everyone there a feeling of how we
are all connected together
through Christ. May they serve
God’s people for years to come!
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I’m sending you a SURVIVAL KIT
to help you each day in 2018

Toothpicks ... to remind you to pick the good qualities
in everyone, including yourself.

Rubber band ... to remind you to be flexible.
Things might not always go the way you want,
but it can be worked out.

Band-Aid ... to remind

you to heal hurt feelings,
either yours or someone else's.

Eraser ... to remind you everyone
That's okay, we learn by our errors.

makes mistakes.
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Candy Kiss ... to remind you everyone needs
a hug or a compliment everyday.

Mint ... to remind you that you are worth a mint
to your friends, your family, and to me.

Bubble Gum ... to remind you to stick with it
and you can accomplish anything.

Pencil ... to remind you to list your blessings every day.

Tea Bag ... to remind you to take time to relax daily
and go over that list of all your blessings.

This is what makes life worth living every minute, every day!

Wishing you love, friends to cherish and
warm feelings in your heart in 2018
Submitted by Ruth Doran
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We thank God for the faithfulness of Sarah and Tyler Cotner who were confirmed on Sunday, the 28th of January.
Their confirmation fulfills the promises made at their baptisms to raise them in the faith sharing the confessions,
commandments, and teachings of Christ’s Holy Church. The
last confirmation that occurred in our congregation was
Samantha Maneval on October 28, 2012 by Pastor Jill.
May they always be faithful to Christ as Christ is faithful to
them!
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Ash Wednesday was on
Valentines Day this
year. God loves us to
much that we know
that death is not the
end.

Are you aware
that Easter
Sunday is on
April 1. April
Fools day?
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Lenten services are
held at 7pm on
Wednesdays. We are
learning about the life
of Martin Luther, hearing some of his writings
and examining how it
influences our understanding of the Use and
Means of Grace.

Peace be with you
GW
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The family of Elaine Klingler and Betty and Carl Snyder would
like to thank everyone who prayed and supported them in any way
with kindness , help, food, memorial gifts and sympathy cards .

REMINDERS
EVERY SUNDAY- 9AM CHURCH & COMMUNION– SUNDAY SCHOOL TO FOLLOW
Holy Week services will be:
Council members 2018
Jeff Reitz, President, Ralph Heater, V. President, Stacy
Reynolds, Secretary, Mitzi Kurtz, Financial Secretary,
Jack Mincemoyer, Crystal Gutshall, Lois Rathmell, Ken
Crawford , Linda Salvatori, Carl Snyder, Dave Roberts

Continuing Prayer Needed
Ken Crawford, Emily Rupert,
Henry Reinsburrow, Tina
Applegate, Earl Yoder, Norma
Jean Herr, Diann Rupert ,
Nancy Yordy, Doris Rickert and
Byron Krapf.

On deck for counting the offerings Month of
March Lyn and Jeff Reitz
On deck for counting the offerings Month of
April Carl Snyder and Emmett Reynolds

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
6590 Musser Lane
Watsontown, PA 17777

March 25th, - Palm Sunday
March 29th, - Maundy Thursday
March 30th, - Good Friday
April 1st, - The Resurrection of
Our Lord with Holy Communion at
8am followed by breakfast.

