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WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN
CHURCH
PASTOR FARON JOHNSON

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. This is how the Apostle Paul greets those in Philippi, but it is more than just a greeting. This is also a prayer that
they would receive the grace and peace from God and Christ, and it is also a proclamation that
they are already recipients of the grace and peace in their lives for they had come to believe
in the Lord.
After years of preparation and wondering where God would use me in Christ’s Holy Church the
Holy Spirit has led our paths together that we may be in one community and walk together in
faith. I thank God for this journey and look forward to discovering the direction that God will
lead us in ministry together as we live and worship Him. This is both a time of anticipating the
new things that God will bless us with while honoring the traditions of this worshiping community so that God continually renews our faith as we are drawn closer to our Lord.
It will take some time for us to get to know each other and I humbly ask your patience as I
learn your names and about your faith stories. I certainly look forward to hearing how God is
active in your lives, in the life of this church, and how that witness of faith is shared with the
larger community.
It is my prayer that we will grow together in faith and service to our Lord in the coming years
and I know that God will richly bless us in every effort we make to serve faithfully in truth and
love here at Saint John’s.
May God bless and keep you,
+ Pastor Faron
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Congratulations! Calling a new Pastor is a great thing
Just three quick things about this change for you all:
1) Your new Pastor is a great guy. You’ll like him. He’ll like you. But be patient
as he learns who is who, what is what, who is where, and what all those keys are
for. It will take a while to learn all the names—don’t quiz him, but remind him
gently for the first few weeks of your name. Invite him to your home instead
of waiting for him to ask. Offer to take him around the area, or to one of the
shut-ins you know. And share your hopes and dreams for your congregation,
your relationship with him, and your relationship with Jesus.
2) We call Pastors into a relationship, not hire them to be our employee. When
a new Pastor is called, many are tempted to sit back and let the Pastor take
over. Don’t do that. Stay involved. Invite the Pastor along with you if you like
to share what it is you do here. Keep serving Jesus and the Church, and, if you
do need to hand off a task or ministry, find another parishioner to hand it
to. Pastor Johnson is not here to save the day (I don’t think he had a superhero’s cape packed with him), but he is here to walk with you as together y’all
serve Jesus.
3) Thanks for laying me off! No, wait, I mean thanks! I have been pleased and
honored to serve as your Interim Pastor, and got to know some of you very
well. I’ll still be in the neighborhood and will see you from time to
time. Thanks for all you do and for all you’ll continue to do in Jesus’ name.
Peace!
-Pastor Dan
We at St. John’s thank you, Pastor Dan May, for being our Interim Pastor
and taking care of our needs. You took time to visit the sick and the home
bound, attended meetings, had Bible Study, and even helped serve Fellowship
meals, along with your normal and busy schedule. We will not forget you and
you probably will remember some of the crazy things we did and said.
God Bless You
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Alissa Muffley graduated from Penn State at State College on Mother’s Day, May 11 with a
Bachelor of Science Degree in Rehabilitation and Human Service. In the fall she’ll go to
the Penn State Hazleton Campus for a Physical Therapy Associates Degree. She is and has
been working in State College at Strawberry Field, Inc. as a Direct Support Professional. This is a 24 hr. care residential home with some apartments for individuals with intellectual disabilities.
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALISSA
Granddaughter of Mitzi & Gene Kurtz

James Madison University has recognized Nathan Morrison for earning a spot on the Dean’s
List during the Spring 2014 semester.
He is in Spain for the month of June learning Spanish.
CONGRATULATIONS TO NATHAN
Grandson of Jane Morrison

CONGRATULATIONS to Samantha Klingler on receiving this award from McEwensville Garden Club,
being on the Honor Roll and Graduating from Warrior Run H.S.
Granddaughter of Betty & Carl Snyder

CONGRATULATIONS to Sarah Cotner for being
named on the honor roll at Warrior Run H.S. Sarah
completed the 6th grade.
Daughter of Tina & Brian Cotner
Granddaughter of Sandy & Ron Mincemoyer

CONGRATULATIONS to Divya Reitz, graduating from Muncy High School.
Daughter of Lyn & Jeff Reitz & granddaughter of Ruth Doran

Skylar Young, age 11 was on the honor roll for all marking periods & was awarded a Certificate of Academic Excellence, Attends Warrior Run Middle School.

CONGRATULATIONS to Skylar
Great grandson of Barbara & Jr. Russell
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Baby Shower for Haven Ministry
July 6—27, 2014
Help support Haven Ministry by donating baby items such as diapers, wipes,
formula, etc. A complete list will be posted on the bulletin board and throughout the church. All items can be placed in the Narthex or by the back door in
the Social Hall by Sunday, July 27, 2014.
College Students/Care Kits
July/August
Social Ministry is collecting names of students attending college this fall.
Please give names to Jeannie Herr or Tina Cotner by July 31, 2014. Addresses
are NOT necessary at this time. You can give us the students address later,
once the students have returned to school. During August, we will be collecting items to create care kits to send to the students. Watch for details to be announced in the bulletin and posted on the bulletin board at the beginning of
August.
Project Linus
Mark your calendars!! Blanket making for Project Linus will resume on Tuesday, August 5, 2014. This will be become a monthly project meeting on the

Divya Reitz was the recipient of the Schooley Scholarship for 2014. It is based on
scholastic records & participation in Church & Community activities. She has served as
an acolyte and has been active in the Youth Group.
The Schooley Scholarship was started in 1996-97 by James Schooley and sister Lois
Schooley Laidacker.
Divya will receive $750.00 at the end of her first semester at Lock Haven University
and an additional $750.00 after she completes her first year.
CONGRATULATIONS TO DIVYA AND WE WISH HER THE BEST IN THE FUTURE.
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The following were recipients of the Schooley Scholarship Award since 1996.
96-97 Patty Little, 97-98 Aaron Kramer, 98-99 Miranda Heater, 99-2000
No Award, 2000-01, Chet Witmer. 2001-2002. No Awards given, 20032004, Zachary Anspach, 2004-2005, Bill Grace, 2005-2006 Jason Applegate, 2006-2009, No Awards, 2010-2011, Taylor Anspach, 2011-2012 Erik
Roberts, 2012-2013, Jordan Reitz, 2013-2014 Divya Reitz. You might find
this interesting, total amount given has been $17,131.00.
Ron Mincemoyer had 4 by pass surgery done May 6th. He is recovering very well
and doing rehab now. Brother Rich is doing well, but still making weekly visits
to Dr.
Bernice Leiser was home for a while, but latest update, was in hospital and now
back at Riverwoods in Lewisburg.
We all received a letter dated May 9th, 2014 that the Call Committee was
thrilled to recommend Faron Johnson as a candidate. We had a social time with
him on May 31, and heard him preach on June 1. After that service congregation voted to accept him.

He will be starting July 1 and first service will

be

July 6th .
16 people attended his Ordination Service on June 21, 2014, at Weber Chapel,
Susquehanna University, Selinsgrove, PA
Months of May and June became quite busy for all involved in making the parsonage fresh and clean for Pastor Faron. Even flowers appeared at the parsonage.

THANKS TO ALL WHO HELPED IN ANY WAY.
GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS
When asparagus season comes, now and then I will take some to my sister and her
friend. One day the friend was getting her meal and she needed a vegetable, but
did not have any, thinking just maybe there would be a bag hanging on her
door, she opened the door and sure enough there was the bag of asparagus that I
had left there. I guess the word intuition could be used here. What do you
think?
Peace be with you. Ginny
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Bible Movies Questions Quiz
1. What bible character did Charlton Heston play in the 1965 movie ‘The Greatest Story ever
told’?
2. Who played Moses in the 1998 version of the movie ‘The Prince of Egypt’?
3. What year was the movie ‘The Passion of The Christ’ released?
4. In the 1959 version of ‘Ben Hur’, what actress played Miriam?
5. What actor starred as David in the 1985 movie ‘King David’?
6. Charlton Heston starred in the movie ‘The Ten Commandments’. What year was it released?
7. Who played the role of Marcellus Gallia in the 1953 movie ‘The Robe’?
8. What year did Howard Keel star as Simon Peter in the movie ‘The Big Fisherman’?
9. What actress played the role of Esther in the 1960 movie ‘Esther and the King’?
10. In the 1966 version of the movie ‘The Bible’, who played Cain?
Answers: 1-John The Baptist 2-Val Kilmer 3-2004 4-Martha Scott 5-Richard Gere 6-1956
7-Richard Burton 8-1959 9-Joan Collins 10-Richard Harris

An old nun, who was living in a convent next to a construction site, noticed the coarse language of the
workers and decided to spend some time with them to correct their ways.
And so, she decided she would take her lunch and sit with the workers. She put her sandwich in a brown
bag and walked over to the spot where the men were eating. Sporting a big smile, she walked up to the
group and asked: "And, do you men know Jesus Christ?"
They shook their heads and looked at each other, very confused.... One of the workers looked up into the
steelworks and yelled out, "Anybody up there know Jesus Christ?"
One of the steelworkers yelled down, "Why?"
The worker yelled back, "'Cause his mom's here with his lunch."

These sentences actually appeared in church bulletins or were announced at church services.
This evening at 7 PM there will be a hymn singing in the park across from the Church. Bring a blanket
and come prepared to sin.

Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 PM. Please use the back door.
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JUST FOR FUN

Jesus and Satan were having an on-going argument about who was better on
the computer. They had been going at it for days, and frankly God was
tired of hearing all the bickering. Finally fed up, God said, 'THAT'S IT! I
have had enough. I am going to set up a test that will run for two hours,
and from those results, I will judge who does the better job.' So Satan and
Jesus sat down at the keyboards and typed away. They moused. They
faxed. They e-mailed. They e-mailed with attachments. . They did
spreadsheets. They wrote reports. They created labels and cards. They
created charts and graphs. They did some genealogy reports. They did
every job known to man. Jesus worked with heavenly efficiency and Satan,
well, let’s just say Satan was faster than hell. Then, ten minutes before
their time was up, lightning suddenly flashed across the sky, thunder rolled,
rain poured, and, of course, the power went off. Satan stared at his blank
screen and screamed every curse word known in the underworld. Jesus just
sighed. Finally the electricity came back on, and each of them restarted
their computers. Satan started searching frantically, screaming: “It's gone!
It's all GONE! I lost everything he cheated! How come he has all his work
and I don't have any?”
God just shrugged and said, “JESUS SAVES....”

HYMN SING
Sunday, July 27, 2014
2:00 P.M.
ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Come and enjoy singing in an air conditioned room.
SPECIAL MUSIC
Followed with ice cream and snacks
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THANKS once again to Thrivent Members who have directed $2,232.00 in
April to St. John's. It is put into the general fund so it is very helpful to
boost our finances. Please keep checking your account as they offer different promotions as various times. Until the end of June they will add
$20.00 to your Choice Dollars. If you have questions ask Barbara.

The Delaware Run Cemetery Association held their annual meeting in
May. They have again signed a contract with Quality Lawn Care for the
mowing. The Cremation Garden has been established. Plots are 18"x18"
and the cost is $50.00 a plot. Markers must be flat & no permanent trees
or shrubs may be planted. Other lots are available at reasonable prices.
If you have questions you may ask the officers, Barbara president, Doris
Bomboy, Secretary, F. Merle Nicholas treasurer. The board members are
Betty Snyder, Ginny & Glenn Wertman, Luther Gutshall, & Alta Mae Aunkst
Whitmoyer.

Dakotah Kurtz is now at his annual 2 week camp at Indiantown Gap.
Tanner Wertman is training at Indiantown Gap for 2 weeks.
Did you know - the Memorial Fund was started in 1958 when Verna Yoder Hartranft's mother died at age 95. A memorial book was given by Mr. & Mrs. Harold Yoder in memory of Emma Jane Yoder , who died Oct. 12, 1958. That book
was filled and the 2nd one was purchased in 1997 in memory of Clyde Crawford. Acknowledgement cards are sent to non members, & members contributions are added to their yearly statements. Unless the family specifies how it
is to be used council has the discretion to use it as needed. If anyone would
care to look at the book, it is located under the guest register in the Narthex.
Info submitted by Barbara Russell
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Traveling in Carl Snyder's truck, pulling Gene Kurtz’s trailer and Jack Mincemoyer riding along to North
Carolina to move Pastor Faron’s material things to the parsonage. They left Sunday eve. June 15 at 9
P.M. arrived in N.C. at 5:15 A.M, tried to rest a bit, but could not. Taken to breakfast by Pastor Faron’s
father.. They loaded truck & trailer leaving at 9:30 A.M and arrived at St. John:s 6:05 P.M 21 Hours
with very little sleep and riding 940 miles. Picture taken when they arrived. Don’t they look great???
Pastor Faron arrived Mon.
Eve. 11:00 P.M. June 16th.

THE UNLOADING
CREW
Jim Criswell, Ron Long,
Martin Anspach, Glenn
Wertman, Rick Morgan,
Carl Snyder, Pastor
Faron . GW had to be
there to take a picture
and help a bit.

REMINDERS
EVERY SUNDAY- 9AM CHURCH & COMMUNION– SUNDAY SCHOOL TO FOLLOW
2014 Church Council
Ralph Heater, President
Jack Mincemoyer,
Vice-President
Lyn Reitz, Secretary
Mitzi Kurtz, Treasurer
Brian Cotner
Crystal Gutshall
Buddy Herr
Lori Maneval
Dave Roberts
Carl Snyder

JULY

HYMN SING JULY 27TH

Fellowship / Congregation picnic August 28th. Hot dogs, hamburgers, corn on the cob. and baked beans.
You bring salad or
dessert to share.

Reminder: Your Council Members

Please speak with any of the above at any time concerning the work and
ministry of our congregation. Meetings are usually held the 4 th Tuesday
of the month at 7pm. You are always welcome to attend meetings, as
almost all of what we do is open to all members. Only elected council
persons can vote though.

MONEY COUNTERS

Lyn and Jeff
Reitz

http://stjohnsriverchurch.org/
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
6590 Musser Lane
Watsontown, PA 17777

2 P.M.

AUGUST
Ralph Stahlnecker
Ralph Heater
Emmett Reynolds

